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brain to ce limit, SHAPES, -— ie rd 6 ee pieces. LINK, form _ h 


a chain ACTOS the screen. QUIZICAL mu it-choice question and answer game. 
DG COMPILATION B 6 00): On this 5 disk ae OUTRAGEOUS FORTUNE, a 
_ collection of logic and maths chall anges. MAIC H MAKER 2, match symbols on 


_ hidden cards. FRAME OF MIND, agambiing game G R (PTOGRAM, based 


——— “anagrams etc (63. 00). 
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ISSU E 83 see J U N 1 996 ie ; _&x : : - Ultimate Arena on the 


S ‘Falcon, _ how good is it? 


Top Byte’s new 3D shoot-em-up i is given the ST 
FORMAT critical lowdown 


5 \ TV TY S wea We tke a erifical lacie at ae fhe Falcon edition « 
RE | Lk S The Ultimate Arena measures up to the STE version. 


It’s described as proving “that sound processing on | The first Jag game in eons to score a FORMAT Gola 
the Atari is alive and kicking”. We ask how last is here. Now. So read it then! 


month’s Cover Disk demo shapes up. 


Get started with the latest Cover Disk in the 
company of your humble Editor, Nick Peers. 


The latest news surrounding Compo and other juicy 
bits of interest from our resident newshound, Frank 


System Solutions new CD-ROM drive is both quick and easy to 
set up. We drooled over it on page 21. Tanle! Charlten 


If speed isn’t enough, System Solutions’ new CD- 
ROM drive is also easy to install. Go all gooey at the 
prospect. 


Version 45 of this hard driving utility proves to be as 
indispensable and comprehensive as ever. 


donde Curtin a0" Frank < Charlton delve once again 
into the strange and unexplained world of 
inexpensive, but rather good, software. 


— ee Impressive title, but does The Ultimate Cubase CD- 
«il ROM offer anything new, or of value to you? 


Don’ t let your r Atari-related problems and queries 


ALAR CUNIPENDIUN GLU get you down. You need ST Answers and the 
It’s the indispensable guide to the Atari, and now company of our resident experts. 
you can access it from CD-ROM. Brillant! 


Aggressive price wars, cartridge 


We discisvet whet Brother's s top end laser printer has expander ports, sync boxes. It’s 
to justify its £1200 price tag. all here in The Score this month. 
| cap File _Bavis ate Options 2 Games, books and other nick- 
Peiei7/localnastts ume vehapi yard Sigs ta Stale EE nacks, all at cut prices. Read all 
| Back fone = URL —File = Source. rae ~~ Tep about it in the ST FORMAT offer 
Da igs ae ad Maney Cae eler Gere MANN ae vee ae ua ee ee ee ee 
mindom components identified: mt pages! 


a Cartmaster on 
LeViVnl page 48 


ee ee ee, ee ee re, ee TR es 


More cheats and tips for your favourite games. This 
month, Robinson's Requiem and The Espers. 


Here are some ather basic rules ta use Khen creating KindoHs; 
|Hindons sheuld almest always have the HOWE characteristic set. 
if it is possible that the caatents of the lafermation displayed in the 


imindow might overflow, previde sliders Chorizental and/or vertical) as : ‘ £ alee a etl ae eens : “7 
‘appropriate. The sliders sheuld be updated as necessary ta easure that If you can stomach the picture of our erstwhile new 
‘they are prepertianal in size and pesitien te the amount of information Editor, you can read the latest Feedback. 


viewable in the i verses the size af the aatire decunent, 


The ultimate reference guide for Atari computers, The Atari | A complete commercial game, plus loads of features, 
Compendium is now available on CD-ROM. See page 24. news, reviews and tutorials. Discover more here. 
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» Start making 
p } * the most of your 
= ("am word processor 
with our software giveaway 
and informative guide to 
delving its depths. 


13 INCREASE YOUR WORD POWER 


Expand your word processing with our 
indispensable guide to the computer and the pen. 


35 BLUEPRINT FOR FUN 
Simon Forrester begins a two-part series on games 
creation by looking at the design process. 


38 WON A JAGUAR 


Discover who won that Jaguar from issue 78’s 
fantastic games programming competition. 


44 ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS 


Desk accessories explained. In Eneglis 


49 UDO TUTORIAL 


Start making the most of last month’s Cover Disk 
program with the capable Frank Charlton. 


46 ALIEN WORLDS 


How to convert, transfer and use different files 
between different machines and your ST. 


a variety of 
different 
computers. 


Learn the ins and outs of 
designing a game for 
your Atari. 


Jane Austen’ Anderson ” COPYRIGHT NOTICE - 
ee controller aoe Geace Eliot’ Deane ST FORMAT. recognises all copyrights in this issue. Where. possible we 
Pre-Press ‘Mr Men’ Services Mark Glover, Simon Windsor, -have acknowledged the copyright holder. Please contact us. if we have - 
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ST FORMAT @ Amiga Format 


PUBLIS HING 


Bi SFX Super Play @ Total @ Ultimate Future Games 


This Magazine comes from Future Publishing, a company — 
founded just nine years ago but now selling more computer 
magazines than any other publisher in Britain, 


Runs ¢ on 1 all Ataris, 1M required. 


A few words about the world’s bestselling ST magazine: 


ST FORMAT exists to give you all the information you need to 
get the most out of your ST, STE, Falcon and Jaguar. Our 
advice is reliable, easy-to-follow and honest, and unlike other 
magazines, S$? FORMAT is completely independent, so we can 
Say what we really think. That, we believe, is why more ST 
owners choose ST FORMAT than any other ST magazine: were 
the bestselling magazine, because we're the best. 


@ Amiga Power @ Amiga Shopper 

B Arcane @ CD-ROM Joday & Comedy 
Review @ Computer Arts i Edge 

B GamesMaster @ NacFormat @ net 
B The .net Directory m PC Answers 

@ PC Format @ PC Gamer B PC Guide 


ris Plus 5 PC Review @ PCW Plus M@ PlayStation M Sega Power | ? ) . 
experts. Our reviews offer crystal clear buying recommendations 


and information — how much something costs, what tt does, how 
weil tt does it and whether you should buy it. And we always loox 
at the price — we understand you're spending your own money, 

nol Waving a fat corporate cheaue book. 


Uncompressed ee 354K — 


slat: itt § version 3.82 me: 
: SRELE Siebert i 


All our features, tutorials and news stories are written by 


ing programs to tempt and tantilise you. 
ick Peers shows you how to get 
th this packed Cover Disk. 
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| don’t like 
the look | 
of those 
aliens. | 
just fixed 
that door 
the other 
week... | 
Scme familiar names pop up in Bio Hazard 2. But Private Peers? Surely he’s been passed 
over for promotion a few too many times. | 
By: Village Software its losing struggle with the Your task is to prevent the _ satisfaction, go on to the next 
Viachines: All Ataris Xenomorphs is the newly aliens from infesting your sta- one. Once all your characters 
iViemory required: 1Mb formed Imperial Marine tions, which means killing have been moved, it’s your 
Resolution: ST low Corps. Some them with an Opponent’s turn. 
Uncompressed size: 354K 2000 volun- | ‘ increasingly The marines also have 
teers have Your task is to violent array of other attributes, such as stam- 
an you, mankind’s last help, sacrificed their prevent the aliens weaponry ina, protection (determined by - 
defeat the scurge of the humanity to eae which is the amount of cover currently 
Xenomorphs in this exclusive become from infesting picked up as offered to the marine) and 
demo of Village Software's cyborgs. your stations you progress. weight. These should all be 
one- or two-player strategy Using the The main carefully monitored because 
game for all IMb Ataris? atest hi-tech screen features ou don’t want to find your- 
weaponry, they, under your a portion of the game screen self hopelessly outclassed in a 
Half machine command, will take the battle and the various icons you can tight situation. It’s not fair on 
Fumanity’s final weapon in back to the Xenomorphs. click on when making your Private Peers for a start, great 
ae moves. Use the map to locate chap that he is. 
— er : = your active characters (they’re Full instructions can be 
ar er ee represented by the orange found in HELPME.TXT. 
dots) and then click on them Falcon owners should read 
to bring them to life. FALCON.TXT to configure the 


program for your machine. 


Get around 


Each character has a set num- 
ber of movement points each 
turn. Each time he rotates or 
moves he loses one or two 
movement points respectively. 
Other manoeuvres, such as 
loading or firing weapons, 
opening doors, picking up 
objects and so on, use up more 


ae ee 


nena (te. Wenner movement points. Once each 
The map is invaluabie for locating your active characters. Corporal Charlton has just character has exhausted his 
exhausted ail his moves, so abandon him and find someone else to boss around. points or been moved to your 
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Mixing and 


matching different ee ee 2.2: tunnaned] — tal 


7 E Counting... | & 731 bytes total 
text styles Is €asy |-&n actual conversation released by the Chief of Waval Operations, 18th 


See “35 op Gctober i395: 

peasy with Marcel. 
Staties &f; Please divert your course 15 degrees to the Worth to avoid 
a collisisn.: 


Statieg #7; Recommend that you divert YOUR course 15 degrees to the 
south to avoid a collision.,- 


Statiog #f; This is the Captain of a US Navy ship, I say again, divert 
YOUR course.- 


Statiee #7; Wo, I say again, you divert YOUR course.- 


Station #f; THIS IS THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER ENTERPRISE. WE ARE A LARGE 
WARSHIP OF THE US WAVY. DIVERT YOUR COURSE KOH!- 


Station #7; This is the Puget Sound lighthouse, It's your call. 


Marcel 
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Import file as} | Heoeioy ees gel WPT: 


RTF or Marcel AL iilibsmese ise ues ais 
ASCII 7-bit ate el 


ASCII + 8-bit Atari characters eS Lee it | 
Other/Unknown (attempt import) =| f Hessel 


sees 


istWord / WordWriter ae | 
ist Word Plus | | several text ioraaie. 


Wasi! 


WordPerfect 4,1 
ST Writer z making it possible to 


isfer fi les between 
different machines and 
packages without 

losing @ the formatting. 


) By: Marcel Software | an f ane text ep attrac- 
Machines: All Ataris entation and print it 
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Resolution: ST med or high | lis 
Uncompressed size: __ ae to ke 
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183K (Marcel) and 454K 7 leg ae 
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LE stn eel 
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(British Dictionary) = about your literary master- 


} nici 


diy! lis} i 


ESSA St le ‘pieces Skee 

Marcelisthe premier 

_ shareware word processor fc for ‘ 
the | Atari. we. ve included it on 


Lee 


| ete Yo u'll find | 
: guide to A sees | 
featu : aah i a aca ed ob hice Vane | 


if iat = bay eat abe 


Pte aa end - forget | to register : ce you: use the - 
i y extras over a Be regularly - — see the > 
ae ather shareware word: oe README text file for details. 


=} 


sors. You can import S00 = ae eee 


iid} ae 
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f luding Rich - ie ce | For more about word \ 
‘ormats, inclu Ing IIc ext ‘ iE p rocessing in general \ 


Ly 


Wansiee Bl ~ fade | and Marcel in particular, 
_ transfer files to other plat orms | see pages 13-18 


— see page 46 for full ey | ie / 
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Marcel Spell Check 
We're gl 


Marcel Word P|) Loading and operation options 
you'll enjoy | gned to - 
allow you to | Disk Mode (quicker start, slower operation) |ichnical - 
decade . Memory mode (slower start, quicker operation) 
io let's 
for yourself, || Also stop at: its/it's 
Marcel Word Pi your/ ou're 
as Open ( Oe their/they're/there 
yinere SO yo 
forth between repeated words 
eeaaths 1 tr A 


ag fe 

its key ard | : — : | 
accelerator am Sx dues’ — TOOT ET Tee 
want to turn off the screen part ‘of “the accelerator; certain - 
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File Edit Options Para Find Windows Style yen Sor oF 
eee . : E fleet = 


Format. This makes it Casyto = | = » 


BALLSUP 
BOOTNGR 
Cb_LIST2 


H CD_LIST? 

i FIMDER? 8 

wRIVLL =o 

© MIDIDENO 

@ NUSIC_ad 

f SPOFLGTS 8 

© SUB_STF 
DESKTOP = 18F 


@ CDL1ST2 
% FINDER2Z § 
eXMI1 3 
i NIDIDENO 
yj MS TC aD 
| 
5 SUB_STF 
DESKTOP INF 
README © HOM 


Please insert disk B 


into drive A: 


Rt ee 


en.) reise reenter! 


Please insert disk 3 
into drive AS, 


18 bytes aa in itPn, 
i] SPOFLGTS 8 


a CD_LIST2 

FINDER? @ 

AVI WW 

i MIDIOEND 

© MUSICA) 

& SPOFLOTS 2 

© SUB_STF 
DESKTOP THF 
README © HOW 


LHA's SFR v3.16, (c) Christian Grunenberg, May 25 1994 


EXAMPLES SCS\EPSON.SC5_.,.0k 
EXAMPLES SC3\HP_JET.SC3_.,.0k 
EXAMPLES SCS\PAYMENT,SC3_.,.0k 
EXAMPLES SCS\REGISTER, SCS ...0k 
EXAMPLES SCS\MUSIC.SCS ...0k 
EXAMPLES SCS\ADDRESS.SC3 ...0k 
READ_ME\BUG_FIX, TAT ...0k 
ADME\MANUAL, TAT ...0k 
D_MENREAD_ME. TAT ...0k 
KTOP, 168 ...0k 
KIOPL INF... 0k 
ARD_S.PRG .,.0k 


Extracting: REA 
Extracting: DES 
Extracting: DES 
Extracting: $C 


Press keu,,,§f 
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er ee ea ee : 
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Filename: PIPETRIS,PRG 


Loading file... 


Fixer code by L#s Greenhalsakh 
Ll vereion By Anthony Jacques 


DEP eee DAT flle@s ¢reated by ETOS Fix 3. 


The main dialog screen for the Generic STOS Fixer. It's simple and straightforward. 


ENE 


By: Anthony Jacques 
Niachines: All Ataris 
Resolution: ST med or high 
Memory required: 512K 
Uncompressed size: 67K 


Unlike previous STOS fixers, 
Generic STOS Fixer attempts to 
fix a STOS program to work 
with up to eight different TOS 
versions simultaneously. 


| GETTING AROUND START-IT! 


Here’s a quick guide to STart-It!’s features. Remember, 
there's also an on-line help function to explore and 
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WE WANT YOUR PROGRAMS 


We pay for your software — so if you have anything that’s good, original 
and preferably short that you think deserves to go on ST FORMAT’s 
Cover Disk, send it with this form and full documentation to Nick Peers, 
Cover Disk, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 


Name 


Address 


Daytime phone Program title 


Total size in K 


On a separate sheet, explain what the program does and why it’s so brilliant. 


Remember to: il Include on-disk and paper documentation ml Write your name and address on the disk | 
@ Use a virus-free disk Hl Keep a copy of your program, contributions are non-returnable @ Enclose an ( 
attractive bribe. Fast Show videos would be nice... Bl Not that it makes a difference. 


Please sign the following declaration: This program is submitted for publication in ST FORMAT. It is 
wholly my own work and! hereby agree to indemnify Future Publishing against any legal action should 4 
copyright problems arise. 
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comprehensive documentation to read through. The 
author has certainly tried to make things easy for you. 
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IC STOS 


Fix it 

GenFixer enables you to fix 
STOS programs to work with ts 
up to eight different versions 

of TOS. Just run GENFIX.PRG : 
and select the eight versions of 

TOS (from the 14 supplied) 

you wish the program to run | 

under, thenselect the program =~ 
you wish to fix. GenFixer will = 
load it in and try to fix it. 


i Information about STart-lt, | pel 
including the on-line help facility 
and memo function. : | 


Various file utilities, including the 
ability to rename files and 
re-organise your Auto folder. | 


create and store pre-set boot-up 
configurations. 


Configure: configures STart-It! and 
the four Files folders. 


Selection and de-selection panel ae 
for Auto programs. 


for Accessories. | 


Selection and de-selection panel ; 
for Desktop configurations 


Selection and de-selection panel 
for GDOS system files. ; 


Files folder for storing set-up 
information that you use regularly. 


Panel for selecting pre-set 
configurations. 


Time and date displays. Click on 
them to alter the system time and 
date. 


Run STart-It!, as set up, manually. a 


Cancel changes and run STart-lt! ) 
as before. 


ict 4 
efaar 
a 4 
ob aol se & 

L Soot deed 


nei is 


ities, see page 18 


Create pre-sets: enables you to : 


selection and de-selection panel nes 


<= 


Don’t panic if you get an Mega DePack 2. Try your 
error message — we got error favourite PD library if you 
messages with both Pipetris don’t already have one. 
and Killing Time from past You'll find full instructions 
Cover Disks, but didn’t have for using this freeware gem in 
any problems running themon GENFIX.TXT, which also EERE Vibe Wg es ed 
our TOS 2.06 machine. descibes the problems you E : . nae, Gan Bewesk 
If your STOS program is may encounter when running 
packed, such as Killing Time, the program. Falcon owners in 
you ll need to unpack it before particular should take heed of 
using GenFixer. We gave away the warnings given. If you find 
three packer utilities on Cover GenFixer useful, do let the 
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When you 
Default: DEFO401,DAT oc. 
the eight 
versions of 
TOS, it’s best 
to make your 
computer's 
TOS the 
default one. 
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Disk 77, but a unpackerisa - author know. It’s always nice 
much better option, such as to feel appreciated. 


TART-IT! 3.03 


PERCEPT EERE EERE EE EEE Pe ee PE Ee ee eo ee Tat 4 CT Se tn ea ee ec 
Eu ical} J i 1 


‘i 
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Matra nitiiieete ete 


=-=~ ‘frie flay Edicop -~ ------- __|| file slots for particular data And more 
Pponeean “the freelancers into subn f tiles. These are written to the Beginners will be pleased to 
filename given at the top of discover that STart-It! includes 
the slot (such as TIME.INF) some of the bug-fix programs 
and enable you to store differ- featured in last month’s 
ent configurations for different | Absolute Beginners section. 
programs and accessories These have been specially 
(such as a RAM disk). configured to run with 
STart-It!. Owners of pre-TOS 
1.04 machines will be able to 
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Run it 3 
As explained in the documen- auto-boot GEM programs, and 
. ep. | uy | Se CS GLEN) [8 tation, you need to copy the folder bug is fixed. Also 
| : Lor 7 oer cn couuant coe mr TT : orn a TTT ne TTT ro nes a STARTIT.PRG and the featured is Memo Edit, a pro- 
= ee ee eee STARTIT folder into the Auto gram for creating and editing 
folder of your boot disk (see memos that appear when you 
Absolute Beginners in STF 82 boot STart-It!. 
By: Christian Ernst changes paths for your to find out how to create an Most of the functions are 
Machines: All Accessories, sets the system Auto folder). You may need to described in the on-line help 
Memory required: 512K date and time on boot-up and re-sort your Auto folder using system, available from the 
(1Mb recommended) — creates a number of pre-sets. a PD program such as DirSort Info... menu. It’s shareware, so 
Resolution: ST med or high These pre-sets enable you or Autosort to make sure don’t forget to register if you 
Uncompressed size: 332K to set up your machine for Slart-It! runs before all other intend using it regularly. See 
particular Auto programs. | REGISTER.TXT for details. 
Make auto-booting a more applications. 26 Once you've 
joyous experience with this You could have You could have a done this once, 


smart and well-organised a setup for minimum setup for youcan use 
boot-up utility. programs run- ae be STart-It! to 


: : : ning GDOS or IM*emory “sensitive re-sort your 

Kick it SpeedoGDOS, applications Auto folder in 
STart-It! is a feature-packed or a setup the future. 
boot manager that not only designed for Although 
organises your boot drive to using CAB, Alternatively, you you need to auto-boot STart-It! 
load only the Auto programs could have a bare minimum to install any Auto programs, 
and Accessories you require in setup for memory-sensitive Accessories and related files, pss ae 7 

A dig | senphiien | | ee This obviously gratutious picture of A-ha 
any given session, but also applications. you can run it at any time to demonstrates that STart-It! can display 

re-sorts your Auto folder, STart-It! also includes four change your preferences. pictures during boot-up. Nice. 


STart-it! comes with a handy memo function so you never forget those important 
tasks for the day ahead. (Nick often forgets to wake up - Mary.) 
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You can even change the colour of STart-it's main screen if you don't like the default. This is STart-it’s main preferences screen, as seen on a mono monitor. Great? Wonderful! 
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Version 3.50 had an annoy hae which kp 
pressed the Retun Key, And the MANUAL 


n the biggest blow to the 
Atari market for a long 
time, Compo UK has 
closed its doors. The 
Huntingdon-based software 
and hardware distributor, 

led by long-standing Atari 
advocate Neal O’Nions, appar- 
ently ceased doing business in 
March. O’Nions was also head 
of Specialist Publications, the 
company behind Atari World. 
The future of that magazine is 
now uncertain. 

Liquidator Neville Eckley 
has been approached by 
O’Nions for advice, but no con- 
crete arrangements to liquidate 
the company’s assets had been 
made when we went to press. 
A spokesman for the liquida- 
tors told us that Neal was 
currently in the process of 
winding both companies 
down, and taking steps to pre- 
pare for voluntary liquidation. 
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Gribnif is looking for a new UK distributor for Geneva and its other products. 


Compo was the UK distrib- 
utor for a large number of 
premier Atari products, includ- 
ing Protext, That’s Write and the 
entire Gribnif range, including 
NeoDesk and Geneva. Other dis- 
tributors are investigating their 
chances of picking up some of 
Compo’s products — without 


coy thei TEE 
mee: 
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of Ron Manager 
are completely — 
untrue. 


them there’s a major gap in the 
ST market. Compo’s phone 
lines have been shut down, but 
mail is being redirected and 
will be dealt with. 


Atari 
shows 


Goodmans International has 
announced two new Atari 
shows for 28 and 29 September 
at Birmingham and London 
respectively. The shows are 
sponsored by ST FORMAT, and 
more than ten exhibitors have 
already signed for one or both. 
These include The Upgrade 
Shop, Titan Designs, System 
Solutions and the FaST Club. 
Many new exciting launches 
are planned for the show and 
we'll bring you more news as it 
happens. Meanwhile, call 
Goodmans on ® 01782 335650 
or ® 01973 329562 for details. 
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Given that the company is called Black 
scorpion, its hardly surprisin 
the accelerator has a 

hard name like 

Nemesis. , 


itan Designs has been 
appointed official UK 
distributor for the 


Afterburner accelerator card for 
the Falcon. Rather than speed- 


ing up the 68030 processor, 
Afterburner replaces it with 
the enhanced 68040 chip, 
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AtariPhile, a new diskzine for all Atarians. 


The Falcon FacTT File has 
unveiled its latest venture, 
AtariPhile. It’s a new disk-based 
magazine aimed at users of all 
Atari machines, rather than just 
the high-end models normally 
supported by the FFF. 

The ever-expanding 
reviews section has now been 
separated from their monthly 
updates, making the informa- 
tion available to non-members. 
Available on a bimonthly basis, 
AtariPhile is distributed in the 
popular HTML format. 

For a copy, send a format- 
ted double-sided disk and two 
first class stamps to: AtariPhile, 
11 Pound Meadow, Whitchurch, 
Hants RG28 7LG. Copies are 
also available from Goodmans 


PDL (® 01782 335650). 


Fo ra review of 
_Atariphile, see page 33 


producing speed and power 
increases across the board. 
Afterburner is available 
with either a 68LC040 or full 
68RCO040 processor, with the 
higher specification RC chip 
also providing an on-board 
maths co-processor. The board 


also provides two 72-pin SIMM 
sockets for optional upgrades 
to 128Mb of TT FastRAM. 
Prices are expected to be 
£449 and £539 for the two 
models, including VAT and UK 
postage. Users of APEX Media 
can request a free upgrade to 
version 2.2 at the same time. 
The Afterburner’s design 
requires the Falcon to be 
re-cased, but Titan is expecting 
to supply the C-Lab Falcon 
Mk X case upgrades soon. 
Black Scorpion’s hardware 
accelerator (see News, STF 82) 
is now called Nemesis and will 
be priced at about £40 for exist- 
ing APEX users and £50 for 
everyone else. It is due to be 


released late May or early June. 


For more information, contact 
Titan on ® 0121 6936669. 
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~—50 quid if you 
_ shop in the 
right places. 


Jag games ahoy 


The Console Centre is offering 
ST FORMAT readers a five per 
cent discount on new Jaguar 
games and accessories, so drop 
Matt Magee a line and ask for 
his new price list. It features 
over 50 cartridge and CD 
eames, Often at less than the 
recommended price. 


Write to: The Console 
Centre, Shire Link, Halifax 
Road, Huddersfield, West 
Yorks HD3 3B5S, or call 
@ 01484 544926 during office 
hours and ® 01484 549931 at 
weekends. Send him the token 
below and you'll get a gener- 
ous discount on your order. 


This token entitles the bearer to five per cent off 
Jaguar games and accessories at The Console 
Centre, Shire Link, Halifax Road, Huddersfield, 
® West Yorks HD3 3BS. 


Conditions: One token per order. Photocopies are 
not acceptable. Offer expires 13 August 1996. 
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Toad Computers has established 


Jaguar Talk, an on-line message _ 
area dedicated to the Jaguar. If you 
can ignore the idiots wibbling about 2 


their Sony Playstations being better, 
point CAB at: http fey toad. a nety 


pulpal a Le 


Get ‘involved with Toad’s new Web- based 
| a discussion forum. 


| The www J pa Pack is now up to 
: version 1.3. As well as STiK and 
CAB, the pack includes the POP3- 
based e-mail system AntMail,a 
telnet utility and Guy Harrison’s STK 
_ set-up program (see page 42). 
- Connect to HENSA via FTP at: | 
_ micros.hensa.ac. uk/micros/atari/ | 

| tos/q/q136, and remember you. 
can any access it after 8pm. 


User groups 


| @ If you’re one of the older 


- generation of ST users, here’s 

_ one for you. The Atari Wrinklies : 
Club is a user group specifically 
for the older Atari user. As well 
as enabling you to stay in touch _ 
with like- minded souls, the - 


_ Wrinklies Club provides a regular __ | 


disk and newsletter. To find out 


: more, contact Jim Hornby at: 60 a . 


oe Crumpsall St, Abbey Wood, 
a London SE2 OLR or e-mail: 


: ; jhornby@cix. compulink. co. uk. : 


e There's co older Atavane at ae 


_ University of the Third Age. 
_ Aimed at anyone over 50 and 


= not in full employment, the group 


: focuses on both computing and 
cultural i issues using two STFMs | 


and a PAK/68. Contact John Ash . . 
at: 62 Fleet Road, Dartford, a 
> Kent DA2 6JF. oe 


@ The Cottral Scotland Atari ‘ee 


Group wants you! It provides a 
technical helpline and regular — 


- HTML newsletters and has a PD ae a 5 
library of over 100 disks. ror 


_ more information, write to: 


22 Sandyhill Avenue, Shotts, 


: Lanarkshire ML7 5EG or call | 
201501 821149 between 4 
and 7pm. You can also catch we 
_ them via e-mail at: 

esaug2@cix. compulink. co. ‘uk, 


ING THE 


Date of Order 


Is 


* 


deta 


Delivery 


h 


it goes muc 


ill be of help to more 


the fundamentals 
ner, 


IM 


“ 


IMS 


idi expla 
sequencing for the beg 
issues that w 


ith 


id 


ing the Most ot M 
INg W 


though Mak 
of Midi and M 
further, deali 


A 


ished users. 


estab! 


ith 


the early 1980s 


'® 


Ing Ww 


r, Paul Overaa, has been work 


i almost s 


The autho 


i 


computers 


in 
P 


Ng 


on 
| 


S 
That work 


Incept 
Idi U 


Its | 
ith M 


Ince 


- 


id 
He has worked w 


M 


Post Code 


Sy 


| 


id 


t Mid 
Paul uses M 


fessional capacity, both in the studio and 


when playing live, so he can throw some light on the practical 


Bi oa 
pi ea 
O 
ae, 
in 
ab) 
"Cs 
a 
L) 
Cc 


ities. 


| 


tf amounts o 


ga 
ing vas 
idi ut 


M 


the Am 


d us 
IS OWN 


and 


STs, 
ing h 


\ 


tor 
reviewing an 
] 


and wr 


f 


software 


isa, 


V 


IS 


| wish to pay by credit/debit card (Access, Mastercard, 


Switch, Connect etc.) and my card number 


sequencers In a pro 


Il as tackling the technical stuff. 


ISSUES AS We 


idi do so In ways which 


are essentially non-technical. The arguments here being that 


Most books which introduce you to 


Signature 


terested 
is that the 


IS Way. 


IA) 


S VICW 


i are not really 


id 


hat’s happening under the surface. Paul’ 


ho want to use M 
technical side is too important to d 


Musicians w 


most 


IT W 


th 
various 


I) 


ISMISS 


id 


M 


Paul has produced a book which looks at 


technical issues but explains them in terms that all Midi users 
will be able to understand. He has also examined some of the 


more complex issues, including details about fault findin 
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Beginner or expert, there’ll be something in this book for you! 


UK 2nd Class Post delivery ....... FREE 


Making the Most of Midi by Paul Overaa £14.95 ISBN 1-85550-006- X 
Bookmark Publishing, The Old School, Greenfield, MK45 SDE. Tel 01525 713671, 


Ba te 


of A4 paper. Lateron, you 
decide to make a 1 ew minor _ 


# & 


=. 
= 


Apr 


Wed 
Al 


s and 


ap 
The two small 


ine. 


Help 


a. 
BL is i al aha 
Altra see bree 


q 4 copy of The Fast Show tape and murmering "Marvellous, isn't - 


2,3: SiFae 


jindows Style 
Was fod in 4 video store - 


Style Help 
@ #%,- 


xt look neat 


- 


te 


7 
cate a blank | 


amas . 


ining 
nd 


= 
i 


pace] key to remove any g 


in 


ks 


§ 


( Suprema and Fast Show Janky)- 


[unnamed 


rg 


he farms ft 


nd Windows 


ck 


a 
i 


; 
i 


be slick, 
t 


F 
des 

wher 
Mm 


‘d N 


# 


short demo file, written for the purposes of the word - 


[Bac 
e the rema 
a 


ra 
e 
0 
it, 
har 
the 


In 


Seas 


Ba 
arcel 2.3 


sa 
Use the 


mak 


§ 
bh! 
dots 


ck Peers (Editor 


auth 


m 


tor call 
pt t 
fh 


tyle was an attem 


d it 


} 


it? Didn't she? Wouldn't it?*- 


Ci 


Frank is also technicaily insane. He now lives on 6 small istand | 


Frank Chartton (Technical Editor and Seurbon biscuit eater )- 


ra 


precasier feature in ST Format issu 


‘Nick is ebviously, quite mad. Recently he 
ctutchi 


7 


iJ 


This is @ 


at 


5 


a 
i 


ways the 


i era 


Cvoreeine ss 
# 


ung ed 
, 
through 
is al 


= 


so well 
tl went 


ee 
he Cut 


line 
e block 


t 


e Edit 
yo 


re. 


as 4 


= 


da a 


“ii 
ae 


e al 


W 
ie las 


Fil 
ph 
ng 


laces tt 


7 et a 
ier 


a oe 


i 
ater} 


@ purposes of the werd - 
Fall istend in the - 


e 


bigle 
it 
a 
nt us 


There w 
Whose s 
He d 

~ 


Ft 
oe 
i 


B: 


a. 


ior 


eemere 


found in 4 wideo store - 


and murmering "Marvellous, isn't - 


biscul 
es on 3 

me 
is p 


$ 


. Th 


on 

= 

= 
ass = i 

2 

= 

-* 


for th 
_ Fast 
vent ly he wa 
4 (tape 
m the docu 
menu 


nbr 
i 


a re 
i 


sane. He now lip 


nd 
n 
armas lamas ,- 


to mer 
br d 


ade 


clip 
et 


insert 


ocument 
for reference 
t 


ions 
i 


r 


ndy 


Is 
t up and 


( Editor and Gaurban 


to e 


age 
pose 


ri 
Split pe 


py © 
ca 


et 


p 
§ 
Select 


re 


sa a aaah aaa a a” la! hal omlata! lan? lla 


hl 
T 


e text fro 


ort paras 


eu 
ror 
chni 
he ff 


t screen. 
De 

Sale 

co 

i 


5 
from the Ed 


n the clipboard 


Join paras 


the 
I 

s 
t 


at 


th 
d 


oe 
= 


technicalty | 


ater 


fi ite 


r 
r 


= 


ne document 
ha 
document 
u can 


Yo 
d 


Edij 

aus 

g 4 cop 
where 

e 


| 
$h 
$0 


' 


he same key 


in 
ing 
ine 
shor t 
feat 


e 


in 


t 


Pres 
to the ma 
r 


ercel 2.3: SiFee 


1 


Ss eee 


if 


tone peell letand im the 


t 
har (to 


or 


=~} 
ing 


and 
S 
$ obvi 


riod, but - 
€ 


to write about 


is @ 


l 
L bore 
Remov 


e 
STF AOTES 


deo store 


fhe Fast Show tape and murmering "Marvellous, isn’t - 
from o 


f cak 
= 
cess 


= 


ted 


3 
= 


is 


Ui 
n feature makes 


] to br 
jus 

hi 

rd 
tutchin 


1 
p 
it? Did 


oo 


ma 

laces 
, 
yo 


Nick i 
South Seas 


| 
in 
Frank 
Frank is at 


€ 
0 


ur 
-April (6, 1996. 
“Wick Peers ( 


fe w 


C 


l 
oz 
es 
= 
wT 


a 


ion 
iece 0 


ent entitted "STF" 


Tr om anat her decent .- 


ive p 


¥s much more fun 


f 
pr 


warcel 2 


a 


tee. 
f 


in 
SFT. 


feni from another document . 


f the word - 
i 


ii ane 
scree 


fons Fars Find 


opt 
C 


rre 
this 


Fi 
comments abou 


Style Help 
mal 


in a 
ee 
bet dooce 


wat 
a 


Secor f 2 
. teat 
hs sero. . 
DIlIt-se 
format 
n 
to you 


2a 
——— 


it eater) 
t down anyth 


iscu 
on 
t be 


a 6§ 


- 


feat 
Press [Fl 
ur notes 


of weanlingless wibhie raalig. 


int 


orem 
=F 


es oO 

Sp 

jo 
ick 


s 
g in 
other ap 


© showt 


techs 
e 
Cc 
Air 
copy some 


ui 
it 


ae : 
Rare 
re 


the col 


es 


| 


to retur 


ef 


= 


n 
n 


block 


copyi 
toa 


Ca 


isn't 
in the 
Cl 


Junky) 
ma 
again 


ore 


indows 
fore 


ke yo 


- 


is alsa 
F 
ant 
fe pore ii lg, 
i 


Ly 
ives 
n 
Tiate ore note 
us, 
he 


i 


it's joe 
u 


it 
a 
a 


= 


notepad. 
paste 

also use 
and won 


in 


Yo 
These notes are 


Frank 
fouth Seas 
night 
f 
eed fe 
Marcel 
word 
ft 


= 


he purpos 


te for an extens 


Sho 


ISSUE. 8-3 


2.3 
no 
i 
f 
& video st 
larvel | 


Bourbon b 


now tl 

the 
in 
ing oO 


) 
small istand 


bs | 
it eater 


e 
g 
n 


r 


H 

Ay 

oads 
inn 


arcel 
on # 


In 
to 


ture 
me 


Ca 
eone 
was foatind 
d murner ing 


ith 
ce 


h 
) 


Para Find 
ic 


from 
xt 
ee 


ma 


tten for t 


and Fas 
U 


purposes of 


RD PROCES SING 


tor and 


Instead, 
mouse 


esses 
o compare 
fa 
the 
o be 


ions oO 
y. Whatever 


w Junky) 
on biscu 


wr i 


you must select 


ply 
of te 
O 


pboard 
ight the other 
your 


i 
| 


ou 

i 
S 
hen 
d 


# 


On 
you 
cument and 


? 


text 
fon at the b 
a 


t button at the 


nsane. 
anas. 


7. 
here he farms l 


th 
t 
our b 


en 
' 


t 
Ed 
i 
U 
’ 
n 


ni 
xt 


? 


is 


ou 


th som 


tape an 


t 
y 


= 


id select 


€ 


1 


open bot 
p 
im 


tl 
issue 83 


i 
ou 
S. 


rather sericus 


WO 
Options 
le, 
futile. 


i 


ors 
text 


fecentty he 


Sh 


q77. 


ica 
tt 


ll you have 
1] to open up the Notes 


ae 


a 


it 
the t 


andy 
e second do 


ni 


q 


nt w 
m 
and addr 


ames 
ht even wa 
inal vers 


in 
ig 
aft and f 


written for the 


= 


ica 


al Suprenmo 
ments at once 
yo 


use th 
e Notes fea 


te down s 


! 
j 


h 
ng w 
a 


rmat 
aE 


{ 


Ig 
K 


i 
Ic 
he 
tions 
: 
o 
ee 


pot 
=d 
in 


es 
the 


Fast 


ti 


t 


her 


= 


text 


t 
op 
t@ 
; 


zt 


at 
cal Editor and 


Wouldn't 


ry 


s you to work w 
Ik 


re docu 
be very useful 
g docume 


have a lor 


ST 


r 


ly, quite mad. Recently he was found 


tor 
(Techn 


bers of the ST Format staff .- 


or doc 
in 


your work 


i 
You can also 
ew 


technig 


uite mad, 


e 


techn 


g | 
he cursor to the 
n 

me 


Wick Peers (Editerltal Supreme and Fast Sho 


? 


th th 
O wr 
ta 


| 


| 

a 

ve 
nsfer text from one 


in 


y 
a 


Edit 
rt demo f 
processor feature in ST Format Issue 83.- 


t 


red past 


| 
i 


d choose § 
Select a block 
i 
hl 
in 


tto the c 


sfe 
3] 
py it 
t me 


nu 
ment by cl 


e he farms [ 


; 


Wouldn’ 
(Techn 


Her 


S 
t 


le 
mouse bu 


S an 
dows menu 


technically insane. He now lives 
ama 
move 
tt 


= 


d 
ious 


ho 
clutching a copy of 


T FORMAT JUNE 


lton 
iso 
, w 
a 

? 


ie Edit 


ve 
Ig 


Type 


r 
ocument to another as you work 


Du 
ress 
i 
rom 
ve pasted 
= 


t 

i 

t 
close t 


ton 
isa 
, wher 


U 


n 
in 
Ing n 


t [F 


ort o 
reason, 
h 

$ 


ore you can 


n 
mo 


dn’t she 


Char 
is a 
bh 
* @ 


Is whi 


t 


| 


to t 
Char | 
i 


ef 
the left 


To tran 
document 
i 


the W 


Is a@ §& 


is o 
co 


the Ed 
docu 


i 

} 
ef 
i 
cel 


two or mo 


File 
(16, 19968 


4 
the telephone 


deas 
conta 

is 

ar 


= 
| 
| 


k Peers ( 
is Can 


k 


Mt 


proceed w 


recesser feature 


rank 


could maintain this 


that would be ra 
e various men 


Marcel 
outh Sea 


ank 


clutching a copy of The 


it? Didn't she 


Frank 
§ 


P 
F 


‘Nick is obvious ty, 


and the r 


FC 
ic 


Fil 
This is @ short demo fi 


Marcel enable 
able 
press [F. 
and 
If you want t 
deta 

n 


You m 
i 
d 


Th 
of 
d 
on 
des 
Pas 
you 
O 


th 
South Seas 


-This 
Fran 
Fr 


_|- Apr 
Seas -N 
-N 


era 
: 
= 


F8 
F9 
FIG 


First indent 
First outdent 
Block quote 


“FS 
EIFS 
“F9 
EIF 9 


First l 
First line 
Other lines 
Other lines 
Right edge “F16 
Right edge < HF1@ 
F6 
“F6 


ne 


Center 

Uncenter 
Print single-spaced 
Format status 


“F? 


Marcel Spell Check 


Loading and operation options 


Disk Mode (quicker start, slower operation) ee te 
Memory mode (slower start, quicker operation) | 


its/it’s 
your /you’re 


Also stop at: 


their/they’re/there 


repeated words 


[Text pasted | 


1996- 


= Et 1] 
sos = a 
fa Sa i = i === = = Sai 
7 


This is a short demo file, written for the purposes of the word - 
processor feature in ST Fermat Issue 83.- 


Nick Peers (Editorial Supremo and Fast Show Junky): 


—ENick is obviously, quite mad. Recently he was found in 4@ video store - 


clutching 4 copy of The Fast Show tape and murmering "Marvellous, Isn't 


| §t? Didn't she? Bouldn't it?”- 


Frank is also technically insane. He now lives on a small istand in the 
South Seas, where he farms lamas.- 


could maintain this rather serious note for an entensive period, but - 


that would be rather futile. Instead, it's much more fun to write about 
the various menbers of the ST Format staff.- 


/l Paste the text back at the bottom of the page using 
the Paste function from the Edit menu. Text is always 
pasted back at the cursor position. 


THis ats 


ea eee = eee 


- fa To F 

] eet rho el 
as 2 

2 a 


. To access th 


re ttiinial ie 


: text held in the 


For a complete report on 
the composition of your 


oo ge 
-keys. Se 
th 


+ 


1 ja fi iy 


F-key, 
just press [Shift] and the “—_—————_—— 
appropriate key. Itis pasted in at _ paste it 
the current cursor position. Feel 
free to go completely mad and 


document, call up the 


Statistics window from 


the Options menu. As 


well as a word count, you 


hie PRESS! ! STOP 


Marcel Date/Time Formats 
Time tokens 


*h hour (8-23) 
%H hour (88-23) 
hour (1-12) 
a/p 
A/M 


Date tokens 


2-digit year 76 | 
3-letter month “J 
full month Peal 
month (1-12) sal 
month (81-12) 

date (1-31) 

date (@1-31) 


a eee ee ET 
a Same Xd 


year day (1-366) 
year day (881-366) 
3-letter weekday 
full weekday 


Long date 
Short date 


Tine 


ravine 
Narcel 


PRESS! ! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! | 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 
PRESS! 


PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 


PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 


PRESS! I STOP 
PRESS! | STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! (STOP 
PRESS! 1 STOP 
PRESS! STOP 


PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ' STOP 
PRESS! {STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! 'STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! 'STOP 


PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! ISTOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! 1 STOP 
PRESS!1 STOP 
PRESS! !STOP 
PRESS! !/STOP 
PRESS! ! STOP 
PRESS! 'STOP 


ro 
rs 


PRESS! ! STOP 


i} ita - 

|_ tee 
in = 

Peters 


is ; a 


temptation is almost irresistible. 


in loads of times - the 


“ 


t 
enh 


STOP PRESS!ISTOP PRESS!!STOP 


Marcel Statistics 


Current Buffer: 
694 characters 
123 words 
9 sentences 
14 paragraphs 
19 screen lines 


Averages: 
6 characters per word 
13 words per sentence 
8 words per paragraph 


Resume 


get the average number 
of characters per word, 


words per sentence and words per 
paragraph. There’s more than 


Marcel File 
Enter s=skip, 
-April 16, 


This 
processor feature 


i=ignore, a 
1996- 


that would be rather 


=add, 


Pa 


Inst 


enough detail for the most 
statistics-obsessed of writers. 


ra Find Windows Style 


c=cancel Fs]: 


is a short dema file, written for the purposes of the word - 
in ST Format Is 


sue 84.- 


| could maintain this rather serious note for an extensive period, but - 
futile, 


ead, it’s much more fun to write about - 


the various members of the $T Format staff.- 


Nick Peers (Editorial Mijigsut) and Fast Show Junky)- 


Nick is obviously, quite 


it? Didn't she? Wouldn't 


Frank 


is also technically insane. He now lives on a snall 


mad. Rec 


clutching a copy of The Fast Show tape and murmering "Marvellous, 


jt?” 


in a Video store - 
isn’t - 


ently he was found 


Charlton (Technical Editor and Bourbon biscuit eater)- 


is land 


Seas, where he farms lamas.- 


"Para Find Windows 


[April 16, 1996- 


‘This is a short demo file, written for the purposes of the word - 
processor feature in ST Fermat Issue §3.- 


-Nick Peers (Editorial Supremo and Fast Show Junky)- 


Nick is obviously, quite mad. Recently he was found in a video store - 


clutching a copy of The Fast Show tape and murmering "Marvellous, 
it? Didn't she? Wouldn't it?”- 


Frank Charlton (Technical Editor and Bourbon biscuit eater )- 


-Frank is also technically Insane. He now Lives on a small 
South Seas, where he farms lamas.- 


isn’t - 


island in the - 


-E could asiniain idis rether seriees sete fer an exteasive period, bul - 
féae? gweold Be rather fatife. festead, it's savecwk were fee fe erife aba? - 
fie pariews weebers of the S7 Farea? a tary .- 


You can also change the style of the text. Reselect 
¥ the block and select Italics from the Style menu. 
Next, move the text back to its original home. 


Lene eet nT SS at Mei 
ie wih z 


WHE 


aS aS = Te 


Marcel File Edit Options 
PETE TIE FEES 


Style Help 


Wed APF 


‘April 16, 1996. 


-This is a short demo file, written for the purposes of the word - 


| processor feature in ST Format Issue 83. 


-/ cosld saisiais this reiber seriows wate fer an extensive per siad, Bit - 
féai saci &e retBer futile. Jasieed, fits mech mere foes ie write abeul - 
fhe sar fees Beabers ef the S7 Farsait start .- 

-Nick Peers 

-Nick is obviously, quite mad. Recently he was found in a video store - 
clutching a copy of The Fast Show tape and murmering "Marvellous, isn't - 
it? Didn't she? Wouldn't it?”"- 


Frank Charlton 


CE@abteri al SYP rem e Ond Fooset- Show Junky 


C(Tecechhacat #F GA d Beurben Bireuit eqters. 


Frank is also technicalty insane. He now lives on a smali istand in the 


South Seas, where he farms lamas.- 


The Style menu offers a number of text effects which 
your printer should be able to reproduce. Simply 
select each block and assign a style. 


minute (@8-59) 


Wed Apr 17 
i>osam 


17 


| 


Sia Pete : = = 4 ’ Pes As sre , ST SSL DLL Ais: 9 11 Poe : oe eS et 


PAPYRUS F Text Special 200m Options fale Object ons SarCE | ! it Te : | Dbject Zoom Options 


eet tie Tet Tey 


PA hemes he imrserpeenemeremn a tre dOPT ERS ELAS ces Bina nee ott iar comes npeaon 


Head Office: Squeery House 


Pt ett ti treet eres etter eers oe - . . Ce ee ees nea or Dee CR er et ort hen ey eae er re eee eer eee eer eer peers: Pett tt 1 


: Telephone: 025 311156 
e280 Choeme Street, ‘See ee | FAX: 02569 311166 
iPemborough, CH? 3PE lL ag | Email cheery@pea.couk 


i 


ee Rs 


The Cheesy-Peas Kitchen 


Patron: Sir Rowley Birkin OC 


The Cheesy-Peas Kitchen 


i 
Tne ea srer ys ts es pee 


The Cheesy-Peas Kitchen 


Patron: Sir Rowley Birkin QC | 


A emeee seems trmenererey rere rt TT wih Wiebe hie wees senate ees meee 


herria id 
eer teeny pees 


Ey 
2 | 


Paste your image into Papyrus in IMG format. Once lf you choose a centred layout, simply centre the text ™ A small Times font is ideal for the address and 

i's on the page you can adjust the size and shape to and move the picture till it rests neatly above it. _J telephone numbers. Start with left-aligned text for 
suit your design. Add the main title in any font at a large We've stretched the picture to spread it across the top of the address, then add tabs and spaces until the phone 
size to work out the basic layout. the page. You can now add more text. numbers align with the right margin. 


Wi 


Gs and DUusini 
Hii jae bbs rs WINS alr a ie 
at . 4 Lee a T] {ti Sul 
Esa. seHM iad ih tah HE: anes eee it 


iresitth 


i Wren 
thy 7 Tithe Na) i re Peeat iat cH| sa 
] pestis, : . aii Galatea) al 


rough the collection avail: 


Terps ea tits 


; SACRE ea i 


- your local BS or at’ 
| chance of discovering exactly the 
_ right picture for the job. 
If you have a CD-ROM player, 

there are countless low-cost CDs 

packed with mono and colour 

clip-art. Give 16/32 Systems There’s loads of clip-art out there. Sift 

a call on =z 01634 710788. through it until you find a picture that 


Alternatively, we'll be putting a fits your personal or business image. 


pa | 


ee ce benst ing oe ee = —_ mite — 
ee a se ink Fest 


Object Zoom Options : [PAPYRUS Fi le it Style Special Object Zoom 


eee at eet Ty 


Street, Newcastle NE] 6BO 


pee ellie = tie 


i } 
BEL J8 
<Ga® 


Cenpbor nO mnnnsbea ee bea ceed 
pe 


arise asi Hay) 


(pits aspect eat oy 


These cards are relatively small, so use a high Zoom Next, enter and format the rest of the text. Use the _ 9 The easy way to create a professional border is to 

level so that you can see what you are doing. Get 4= centring feature to achieve a neat and professional Y draw two boxes around your work using different line 
your main title and illustration on to the page, and centre look. We have used a cursive font for the name to make widths. Use 0.25mm for the inside box and 0.5mm for 
the text. A capitalised font gives a neat title. it look a little more friendly. the outside box, and try to keep the text box centred. 


“style "Special Object Zoon Options T PAPYRUS File Edit Text Styte a "Object Zoom Options : | PAPYRUS File Edit 


\+ 


Uist 


Mend Office: Tquesey Mouse oe Telephone: 02569 J11156 
: Vee! ae 
Telephone: 0350 311156: <4 22- FO Cheer Steet, , Ene? [na FAX: O256 911166 Teal 
FAX: 02569 311166. SST peathorough, CH? 4PE Jie Wee Email cheery p eascouk Mead Office: Squcety House Rab enec Daren 


Ema cheery@p ear.conk | : i if r : 7 : cen iF : filial slap are tt iid : ne : F . ; iiebrate ita yess 
| = || you ke cheese, and you like peas... | dahiieniiy SRP By} ...then you'll love these - Cheasy Peas! | imi aii aa cee Emil: chesry@p cas.com 


i you ike cheese, and you like Peds... cr: : Bact tat = i Wi =" , ai : T= i The Cheesy-Peas Kitchen je! Hf you fike cheese, and you likes peas... 7c = : Ts 1 4 7 others you'll love these - Cheesy Peas! 


The Cheesy- Peas Kitchen Ce Patron: Sir Ronwley Birkin OC pe Vhe Cheesy-Peas Kitchen 


Patron, Sir Rowley Birkin QC| : | | al Patron: Sir Rowley Birkin QC 


If you want your byline either side of the picture, = The layout is now complete, so the guidelines are The solution is to use a completely different font for 

make sure your phrase splits into two sections easily. removed to reveal its true appearance. A line across the title text. This marker-pen font gives a friendly 
The margins and picture frame lines will help you lay out the bottom often helps to neaten up the design. The feel to the letterhead, which is now complete. Save it, 
your work correctly. | main title still looks a little naff, though... re-load it, save it with a new name and write your letter. 


tce? - hehe a 


mall fonts 


are very. 


|need to a clear and easy to ana: ~ exciting, but a 


Using Italics often improves the look and may help | : a good one will 
highlight a part of your text. 2 improve the 
appearance of 
Simple fonts are more useful for amaller text, they still need te be clear your stationery. 
and easy to read. Legibility is the 
keyword. 
Using ltalice often improves the bok and may help highlight a part of your 
text. 


Simple fonts are more useful for smaller text, they 
still need to be clear and easy to read. 


Using ltalics often improves the look and may help 
highlight a part of your text. 


Be careful to select fonts which look good at small point sizes. A lot of 
the information on your letterhead or business card will be printed quite 
small, but it must be easily legible. You may want to use a font that Is a 
little more flamboyant for the main title in your letterhead or business 
card. You'll also need one or two fonts for addresses and telephone 
numbers — choose something clear and relatively simple. 


aos Lee a ee ae a AB A Sag aebe ot meek 


PAPYRUS File Edit Text anu oe Object Zoom 3 T S File Edit Text Style a ‘Object zoom Options | [PAPYRUS File Edit Tent style Special Object coon Of 


Pe er Bi 


bees a = 4 . | ; pe: Bp ee A, A 
INTERNATIONAL SAUSAGE IMPORTERS | i Eta : | LEE 
55 Bunge da eval NY BC ; my besetecreenntectectectresecs 3 INTERHATIOMAL SAU SAGE IMPORTERS 


35 Bunge Sree, Hewoutle NAIR | (ral 


Dh bege ee wt 


a 


ae eae 
oe | ffm = Tee he ere 


(NICMAS POH AL oad Act neo EY? 


oom 
Y stoee “ * 


im esr Hat i 4 pomierrerese peter tr cer ' ‘ | 
=i ee j ' =: i : F ee ; ; Ste] | = - fr ee lh 
: ny eee ea eho : ; a Page ol 


Tekphens; 9) 8 Fee 


Tekpoece: 2 OE ee 


INTERN ATIOAAL SAU SAGE latpoRTERS 
36 Booper stres, Heworde HE] €BC 


/ATERAATIOWAL SAUSAGE GOR TERS 
345 fangs Stra, New ord NED OSD 


fe Fp ee A 
‘Phage 


Yon Lebreantitine: fiady Chantion 
Tekphone: (191 Ze #Mel 


To get the most from your sheets of card, create Next, copy the graphic elements by selecting the Copy the pair of cards so there are four cards on a 

multiple copies of the business card. Copy the text items in graphics mode and hold down the [Control] page, then remove the guidelines to see how your 
first, using the clipboard. Don’t put the cards too close key as you click and drag. The graphics are all work looks. Print the cards on plain paper to check for 
together, or they will be tricky to cut out. pre-formatted so they fit into place easily. errors, then print them on plain or coloured card. 


a 


s 


ROCE 


Pp 


4 


ns 


# 


Marcel File Edit [Sa 


eS 


s : } : in na 


a 
—t 
“a 
cre 
pw 
g 
a 
= 
E 
a 
aa 
a 
i= 
mit 
mt 
ag 
2 
ie oe 
is 
a 
=F 
& 
ct 
i 
4 
oa 
| 
Ea 
re 
ad 
[a ie 
La 
cz 


ang 


printed 


on screen how the 
he system font).- 


and 
efore - 
Hew for 


and eyen direct - 


enoth 


manuscript, 
ng. 


to your liki 


er machine). 


Citizen, 


your sg eal = 
footers with 


# 


menu). 


- 


tag ot 


print 


ed (letter, 


‘Gati 


You select 


suppli 
y these 


Bhich shoms you 


set headers and 
version of your file will look (using t 


Hewlett-Packard DeskJet 


has many options and supports the - 


# 
ry 


pson and compatibles 


ator). 


Script, 
5), E 
eeul 


ag feature 
ast 


P 
you can modif 


vi.2 is Print Previes, 


ie 
i 
& 
i 


inters 
FS, Specify line length and s 


r output to a file (for 


you can select a font 
Five pre-defined page layouts are 


9 pr} ae 
LaserJet (PCL2 and PCL4/ 


_ Atari Laser (ith Diablo 


a 
ee 
Cie F 
he 
mh 
Ww 
imag 
a 
5 
= 


a 4 
= 
3 
~ 
_ 

eo 
ie 


type via the Prefereeces form (in the 


term paper, etc.) 


page nunbe 
the printe 


printing, 


spc 


in 


1/6 


l/6in Ispc 


lq, 


83 binary 


lq; 


inary 


f " te + 
= _—— ‘ 


nt tae 


th 


Press the F3 : 


tino, as 


aes 


+ 
ba 


with F2. 


E ght.- ; 
te Start a new paragraph. 


How tupe a couple of lines - 


Marcel User Preferences 


| | msecs 


[ 3008 | 


a 
qj 


156! 


Reformat interval 


Save-marn 


lay 


isp 


ing after 


tory 


IFec 


Set default d 


[y| Choose 


ter type 
PRD 


EPSON 


prin 


fernats 


i a0! Eecoor 


a 
ae 


ime 


Ww. 


FEATURE 


ile B 


EVEREST F 


VHARCEL\CITIZER, PRI 


uj 


(Fi E 


iz 


printers 
reset, 


pica Imarg 


1Zefi 


ialize 


i 
t 
Z hi/low 
# 


ini 
reset 
i] 


e 
d 
83 


river for C 
ixe 
6C 


node) 
1 cad ESC § 


# hea 
0 38 1B 


1B 78 31 18 32 
7 


16 480» «© termination: 


# hfac caer 
Imarg with iZpt f 


Marcel Printer 
118 58 iB 


Citizen Printer # 
18 24 G2 


iB 46 


# 
giz 
Ht 


printers 


‘Marcel Printer Driver 
bson Printer # model 


1B 


: reset, 


jalize 
i/low 


Epson 
iti 


for 

# in 

reset 
§ 82 h 


ion 


1B 32 


t 
# terninat 
BZ #® hcol cad ESC 


78 31 
12 # hfac 


46 18 
1B 48 
24 


# Imarg with i2Zpt fixed 


imarg 83 b 


ica 


# p 


38 18 6C 83 


78 


1B 56 1B 


Mell 


nf 
Marcel Font Selector 


“Won let's split the screen into two Nindos. 


Okay! 
the 


Raj taba 


p back and forth between nindoxs 


positioning by using the slider to the ri 


ur [unnamed] 


Mindom, press Return 


You can still fli 


‘In your 
Then press F8--this indents the first line. 


1 


Le 


= 


SS 


@ Corner clock d 


Set time/date at startup 


I Resize butt 


set datert 
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~ MONITORS - 
| Tall monitors include a 
_| Tilt and Swivel stand 


P172 mes ..2.2. SEO rome 4 2.50} | {US 14° Mono monitor for ST series 7 

a > - a without sound £89.00 | 
_| TUS 14" Mono monitor for ST series 
_| with sound £99.00 


_| TUS 14" colour for Falcon 

| (0.28dp SVGA) £229.00 
_ |All monitors include appropriate 
ac connecting leads 


Bes = 22.15... £42 50 


ND FITTINGS |} TOS 2.06 SPECIAL 


| | | Tos 2. 06 kits come with full fitting instructions and TOS 


All jobs quoted for individually (no fixed prices). | manual. Both kits allow manual switching between your 
48 hour turnaround on most machines. old and new TOS for full compatibility, 
' Long 4 months warranty as standard. _ |STE SWITCHER 
| We can fit any of the advertised products to your machine} | Version 2. Simple solderless installation £47.99 
for a one off fitting charge of £15.00. This means that if | |STF/STFM SWITCHER | 
pet eae ey ee Hck son. fitted then the _ | Version 2. DIY installation £57.99 | 
cnarge 1S only | 
—_ {INTERNAL HIGH DENSI 
Please ring for an appointment before bringing your | | High density anne SOR hee oe | 
machine or call if courier collection is required. ee scith, fill instructions £25.00 | 
Please ensure all a are adequately =| __| High density controller and 2Mb disk drive £58.00 [© 
— 2 | |SPECIALS 

BIT TING SERVICE AVAILABLE ON __ |STF/STFM TOS 2.06 + High density module 
_ALL ais cotta FOR £15.00 | | +2Mb Drive £109.00 

[ees STE TOS 2.06 + High density module 
we | + 2Mb Drive £99.00 


HARD DRIVE SERIES 


“Pully bested aneets for a reliable repair. 


eC NEW PLUG IN POWER SUPPLY 
| |Includes power socket, switch and 
| pedestal - no soldering £32.99 


_ |INTERNAL REPLACEMENT DRIVE KIT 
_ |1 or 2Mb Drive supplied £39.99 


| KEYBOARD £49.99 | 
C _|MOTHERBOARDS (Call for availability) 
_ |290DPI replacement mouse £9.99 


FROM £159 FOR 105MB SYSTEM 


TO £289 FOR o40MB. 


ALL SYSTEMS SUPPLIED COMPLETE WITH 
CONTROLLER AND S/WARE. PLUG IN AND GO 


MANY OTHER SIZES AND VARIATIONS AVAILABLE 
PLEASE CALL OR WRITE FOR A SPEC SHEET 


REVIEW 


f last month’s Zero-X 
demo dampened your 
mouth parts, drool no 
longer. The full version 
is now available, and it has an 
impressive range of technical 
features. Zero-X is intended 
mostly for musicians editing 
samples for compositions, but 
anyone with an interest in 
sound processing should take 
a close look. 

Alas, it still doesn’t have a 
driver for ST sound playback, 
so only STE and Falcon users 
can play samples from within 
the program. ST owners can 
use all the editing and transfer 
functions, though. 

The full version is copy- 
protected via a dongle which 
plugs into the cartridge port, 
preventing you from running 
it on more than one machine at 
once. Two versions of the 


Zero-X offers two-way transfer between 
various SCSI and MIDI devices. 


Zero- 


Zero-X, featured on last month’s 
Cover Disk, is now on full release. 
Explore the juiciest bits of this 
powerful sample editor. 


SAMPLE EDITOR 


program are supplied, for 
68000 and 68030 machines, 
with a third for 68030 systems 
with 68882 co-processors 
available on request. 


Why Zero-X? 

Zero-X isn't the cheapest 
program around, but it does 
have some features which 
make it stand 
out from the 
crowd. The 
usual cutting, 
pasting and fil- 


all present and 
it supports a 
good range of 
import and export formats. 
The enhanced versions for 
more powerful CPUs are ideal 
for larger samples, but the real 
power of Zero-X lies in its 
automatic looping functions. 
Looping is simply the 
repeating of a section of 
sound, and it enables you to 
compose musical rhythms 
with percussion instruments, 
such as drums. Zero-X has all 
the tools you need to compose 
your own drum tracks from 
sampled instruments (or other 
sounds) and ‘loosen up’ the 
programmed track. It even 
enables you to create a stan- 
dard MIDI file and a set of 
percussion pieces which can be 
transferred to a sequencer and 


ConvertControl 


Zero-X proves that 
sound processing 
tering toolsare ON the Atari is 
alive and kicking 


State-of-the-art digital sound processor Zero-X, running in colour on the Falcon. 
ST users need a high-res display or mono emulator. 


external sampler respectively. 
You can then change the 
track’s tempo by adjusting the 
bpm (beats per minute) setting 
on the sequencer. 

Many of the functions are 
designed to optimise samples 
for looping. The AutoSearch 
and AutoLoop controls help 
you find the optimum looping 
points and 
avoid ‘clicks’ at 
the start or end, 
while the Xfade 
and Gate tools 
recalculate the 
sound volume 
to smooth out 
the joins. And 
although the automatic opera- 
tions are very effective, it is 
possible to perform these jobs 
manually if you prefer. 


The bad news... 


The main drawback is that 


you can't play samples on a 


standard ST. This means you 
have to run a separate player 
program or transfer the sample 
to an external device. This is a 
little frustrating and serious 
Zero-X users should consider 
upgrading to an STE or Falcon. 
The other major drawback is 
the Zero-X manual, which 

in some places is close to 
incomprehensible. 

Zero-X doesn’t support 
direct-to-disk processing, so 
even Falcon owners are 
restricted to samples which 
will fit in memory, and it 
offers only limited support for 
some of the hardware sam- 
plers in the Transfer Control 
section. Most of these prob- 
lems should be sorted out in 
version 2.0, due later this year. 

Zero-X offers many other 
features that we don’t have 
space to mention. Last 
month’s Cover Disk demo 
gives a very good idea of the 
full content, and should help 


Zero-X is undoubtedly a tool 
for the serious musician, and 
many of its functions are 
rather too technical for the 
sampling hobbyist. However, 
it does prove that digital 
sound processing on the Atari 
platform is alive and kicking, 
and deserves a detailed 
appraisal from anyone inter- 
ested in making music. stf 


DUG ARMSTRONG 


Lsopfontro! 


Zero-X's sophisticated looping controls offer 
automatic and manual positioning of the 
start and end points. 


Product: Zero-X 

Price: £149 

Supplier: System Solutions 
Contact: 0181 6933355 
Min system: 1Mb, high res 


HIGHS 
l@ Massive range of 
features | 
= Good import/export 
lm SCSI and MIDI sample 
dump capability. 
= Uses extra hardware of 
STE and Falcon 


m@ Abit expensive 


| Poorly translated manual 
= No sound on STFM 


you decide if it’s right for your 
needs. At just under £150, 


The ConvertControl function enables you to convert samples to most popular formats. 


lt even has a handy batch mode for bulk conversions. 
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co-now onvve ESTED 


MetaDos” fiir CD-ROM-CARTRIDGE II konfigurieren 
Filesystem 
@ ISO 9660 

© High Sierra 
Laufwerk Puffer 
Sektoren: 10 
|MetaDos: 


XX] CD-Wechsel erlauben 
Eintrage in C:\AUTO\CONFIG.SYS 


: CDRC_BEG 
¥BOS, Ci\AUTO\CDRC_II.BOS -si@ -pO -el, Y:66 
¥DOS, C!\AUTO\ISOS660F.DOS, PtY 


@ Master 
“> Slave 


; CDRC_ERD 
Gellermann & Fellmuth GbR 
orees vice LAbbruch Ce 


Adding a CD-ROM drive to your ST is . ‘ re oe 
now ridiculously easy, thanks to this “em.. = 
speedy new kit from System Solutions. 


Don't let the German configuration program put you off, 
because there's very little you need to change. 


dding a CD-ROM 
drive can give your 
oT a whole new 
lease of life, thanks 
to the ever-increasing range of 
Atari-specific discs. It can be a 
complex business, though, 
because hard drive owners 
have potential SCSI ID 
conflicts to deal with. 

The current crop of PC 
CD-ROM drives generally 
favour the IDE interface, and 
consequently they're quite a 
bit cheaper than the equivalent 
SCSI models. Until now, 
though, connecting an IDE 
peripheral to an Atari has been 
somewhat problematic. 


Plug ‘n’ play 

System Solutions’ IDE kit 
makes it easy to attach a 
CD-ROM drive to your ST or 
Falcon, whether or not you’re 


Inside this unassuming box hides a CD-ROM drive faster than 
a fast thing on fast day. Faster than The Fast Show, even. 


au fait with the complexities of 
the SCSI system. A small car- 
tridge connects the CD-ROM 
mechanism to your ST, so you 
don’t have to sort out [ID num- 
bers or fiddle with daisy- 
chained cables. Installing the 
system takes two minutes: 
hook up the cartridge using 
the supplied cable, copy the 
software to your Auto folder 
and re-boot. 
Once the 
driver software 


must run the 
configuration 
program to 
assign a drive 
letter to the © 
CD-ROM drive. The program 
is completely in German, but 
that shouldn’t be a problem 
because you only need to 
change one option. 

The driver 
software is a ver- 
sion of the free- 
ware MetaDOS, 
adjusted to work 
with the cartridge 
interface rather 
than a SCSI con- 
nection. While 
MetaDOS is 


Hin SEe sSsmpls 


rire ae 
hake bd 


TIME SCAN REPEAT 
a = p> 


The drive is 50 

is installed, you per cent faster than 
the speediest drive 
reviewed previously 


SHUFFLE 


normally difficult for begin- 
ners to configure, setting up 
the supplied version is a dod- 
dle. It works very well, too — 
we ran it for ages on an ST and 
a Falcon with no problems. 


Digital domain 

The driye mechanism itself is 
excellent. The case provides all 
the connections you need, 
including a pair 
of ordinary 
phono sockets. 
These enable 
you to connect 
the drive to 
your hi-fi 
system so you 
can listen to 
audio CDs. System Solutions 
can also fit a digital SP/DIF 
output, enabling musicians to 
direct digital audio streams 
into a DAT recorder or Cubase 
Audio direct-to-disk system. 
Very few other drives can 
provide this facility, which 
costs an extra £20. 

The cartridge port 
connection works beautifully. 
The drive itself has a jaw- 
droppingly fast six-speed 
mechanism, making it 50 per 
cent faster than the speediest 


SINGLE 


@® Track: [-| 1 [+]| 
“3 Block A+B 


End 


463d KB 


Compress: 
es @® Frequency: _43178 
© Special: | 25833 | lz 


Price: 


This small box connecis the IDE CD-ROM drive 
to your ST's cartridge port. 


drive reviewed previously. It’s 
very fast, and works flawlessly. 

There isn’t a through con- 
nection for other cartridges, 
making it awkward for musi- 
cians to connect dongles, but 
otherwise we recommend this 
system wholeheartedly. At this 
price it’s great value, and if 
you're after a fast, well- 
designed CD-ROM drive, 
you're advised to study this 
beauty carefully. stf 

FRANK CHARLTON 
Product: IDE six-speed 


| CD-ROM drive 
£249 


Contact: System Solutions 


Tel: 0181 6933355 
Min system: Any Atari, hard drive 
recommended 


: a Sipremely easy to 
set up 
= Very fast 
= Excellent audio players 


Ties up your Atari's 
cartridge port 


| ‘Aloo. eicolied | is Alexander Clunes superb, audio nee . . 


a an ‘achial sample, the e quality is as good as that oe 
o which can even save tracks to hard disk as sample files. 


the original CD. 
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REVIEW 


DAVE DRIVE. cu TIT Y¥ 


Driving newer hard drives can be 
hard, unless you have a good hard 


drive driver, such as HD Driver. 


It's a hard-driving driver. 


ow and again 

ST FORMAT gets 
sent something 
slightly out of the 
ordinary, such as this program 
that drives your hard drive. 
Surely you get a driver when 
you buy a hard drive, so why 
should you need to buy 
another? And what exactly 
does a hard drive driver do? 


Drive on by 

When you start up a system 
with a hard disk you have to 
switch the drive on first, so it 
can get up to speed. You can 
then turn on your ST. TOS 
checks whether there’s a hard 
drive connected and if so, 
finds and runs the driver pro- 
gram in the hard drive’s boot 
sector. This process establishes 
communication between the 
two devices, enabling your ST 


bee ions 


to control the drive and load 
or save data. 

Most ST hard drives come 
with a suitable driver already 
installed, usually one that’s 
compatible with AHDI, Atari's 
own driver. HD Driver differs 
from most driver programs in 
that it’s faster and offers more 
features and facilities, but 
maintains AHDI compatibility. 

The HD Driver package 
comprises a single disk con- 
taining the driver and some 
useful utilities and a 32-page 
manual. Jo install it, run the 
HDUTIL.APP and choose the 
partition you want the driver 
to reside in and boot from. You 
can even decide to boot your 
hard drive from a floppy 
drive, but most users prefer 
their hard disk to auto-boot. 

Once installed, HD Driver 
enables your ST to access up to 


~ HDDRUTIL File Harddisk Driver Options & 


General Options... 
Write Protection... 
Removable Media... 
Device Numbers... 
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_ The HD Driver utility 
=m is central to setting 
everything up. 


a a tam aa a I eae Re ea 
oe aa ee ag ARN 68 eee eel ele bh 


Pa a Na pte ag a BSH RSPB nna nae 
Sacto ste er iat eC atiTet ete reee ents ee tan heen oie ea ares 
EE ca ae i ee Se eee eee ne ea nena a nee eee ae ee 

Be ee a ed ed ed ae see pe ee eee 
eee ee ee ee Ce eee 


HDDRUTIL 


Version 4,52 


Cc) 1995 Uwe Seimet 


MyDials By Olaf Meisiek 


NKCC By Harald Sie gaund 


S Driver Options 


__HDDRUTIL File EIry 


Choose Device 


eight SCSI 

IDs, with two 
devices per ID, 
plus two IDE 
drives (master 
and slave). It 
also offers sup- 
port for new storage 
devices, such as the Partition 

SyQuest KZ Drive, and ACSI 6.8: QUANTUM ELS127S 
is under continuous | 
development. This 
means further updates 


ACSI 0.0: QUANTUM ELS127S 


HD Driver identifies any storage device connected to your machine. 


_HDDRUTIL File MEDIIE@ Driver Options 


Values in 


® MByte 
Sectors 


are likely as new drives . =_— 
; Capacity: 122,1 NBute m2 
and devices appear. | LL fiistinim Sector Size 


Hard driven 
HD Driver has a num- 
ber of advantages over 
most ST hard disk drivers. It 


Partitioning of your drive couldn't be much easier... 


driver to do and more besides. 


supports background access to 


your hard drive under MagiC 4, 


enabling you to copy files in 
the background. The ICD 
adaptor is supported fully, 
enabling partitions of one 
gigabyte, and you can selec- 
tively write-protect any of 
your drive's partitions. It also 
enables you to choose the 
order in which devices boot. 
You can share one hard drive 
between two computers as 
long as they are working on 
different partitions. 

HD Driver does every- 
thing you expect a hard disk 


SCSI Drive Configuration..,.. 


a 
lia al lie tai a ieee i aa aa a ee ee - 
+ 


IDE Parameters... 


There are plenty of useful options to play with and configure, should you enjoy tweaking your system. 


It’s difficult to find fault with 
it because the whole package 
oozes professionalism and 
inspires confidence. If you 
want the definitive Atari 
driver, this is it. stf 

PETER CRUSH 


Product: HD Driver 4.5 

| Price: £29.95 (upgrades 

| from v3 £15) | 
Contact: System Solutions 
Phone: 0181 6933355 
Min system: Any Atari 


™ Supports almost all 
hard drives 
™ Technically advanced 


Maw, 


——.., 7. |.) 


ee ee eee 


ystem Solutions, one 
of the UK’s leading 
Atari music special- 
ists, has added the 
first CD-ROM aimed specifi- 
cally at Cubase users to its 
impressive catalogue. The 
Cubase CD contains over 
600Mb of Cubase-related 
software, including samples, 
loops and MIDI files. It’s billed 
as “the essential CD for all 
Cubase users.” 

At first glance the CD 
seems to offer plenty for all to 
enjoy, with over 1,200 audio 
recordings, 400-plus loops and 
more than 300 MIDI files. 
There is a folder containing 
Cubase arrangements and lots 
of accessory folders containing 
mixer maps, drumsets, MROS 
drivers and related software 
for users of the Atari, PC and 
Mac versions of Cubase. 


Unfortunately... 
When you take a closer look 
this disc isn’t quite as impres- 
Sive as it first seemed. If you 
use a non-audio version of 
Cubase, there is less than 16Mb 
of material you can use, and 
further examination reveals 
hardly anything new. 

For example, most of the 
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Suffering from insomnia? Try finding a particular groove 
among this little lot. Sadly, there isn’t an index. 


_are readily 


re: Aa A 
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The Cubase CD ts certainly a CD, 
but is it “the essential CD for ail 
Cubase users?” To CD or not to 
CD, that is the question. 


drivers, mixer maps and 
drumsets are on your Cubase 
Additionals disk, and in any 
case can be downloaded free 
of charge from several FTP 
sites. A quick trawl through 
just one such site netted over 
80 per cent of the mixer maps 
offered on the CD-ROM. The 
same goes for the IPS, 
Accessory and Utility sections, 
while the Help folder consists 
mainly of pages scanned from 
the manual and text files from 
your Cubase disks. 

Although 
the CD con- 
tains 346 
MIDI files, 
most of these 


available PD 
arrangements 
of classical 
pieces and traditional tunes. 

The main area of interest 
for most Cubase users is the 
Songwriters folder, which con- 
tains MIDI files in 14 styles, 
ranging from Ballad to 
Zydeco. There are also 33 
Cubase arrangements, again 
listed by style. 

On the plus side, there’s a 
handy program for printing 
scores more quickly and a 
useful collection 
of synth editor- 
librarian programs, 
sample editors and 
patch dump 
utilities. Again, 
though, these are 
all PD and share- 
wate, and they 
_| are available 
_| elsewhere. 


Audiophilia 
Cubase Audio users 
are treated to over 
400Mb of audio 


samples and loops. 
Audio test tones at 
various frequencies 
are also provided 


...over 600Mb of 
software, including 
samples, loops and 
MIDI files 


a files, grouped into — 
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for calibration purposes. 

The sampled sounds cover 
a wide range of modern and 
orchestral instruments, as well 
as voices and effects, but 
unfortunately certain sounds 
suffer from poor quality. The 
sampled brass 
sounds in par- 
ticular are thin 
and weedy, and 
some of the 
brass stabs 
sound more 
like car horns 
than real 
instruments. However, the 
drum samples are much better, 
especially the Roland 808 
sounds beloved of rappers, 
and the orchestral and synth 
samples are superb. 

The loops consist mostly of 
one- or two-bar drum patterns, 
professionally recorded and of 
excellent quality, and are 
intended for incorporation into 
Cubase arrangements. There’s 
also a folder containing several 
sampled drum fills. 


Loop the loop 

Sadly, the loops aren’t 
arranged by style, and are 
named LOOP1, LOOP2, 
LOOP3 and so on. This is con- 
fusing enough, but to make 
matters worse, there isn’t an 
index. Only a few of the loops 
are grouped by tempo, and 
these also have numbers 
instead of names — and again 
there’s no index. 

Using the loops in a com- 
position is a thankless task. 
Instead of looking in the index 
for, say, ‘Hip-hop groove 3, 
100bpm,’ you have to search 
through hundreds of anony- 
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mous files to find the one you 
want. Once you've found a 
loop and imported it into your 
arrangement, you have to 
guess the tempo by trial and 
error to sync the loop to your 
MIDI parts. Needless to say, 
this approach doesn’t exactly 
promote creativity. 


Naked truth 
Unless you use Cubase Audio, 


there isn’t anywhere near 
enough material here to justify 
forking out £70. The only 
things not easily available 
elsewhere are the loops and 
samples, and there are plenty 
of sample CDs filled with 
similar content for appreciably 
less money. The Cubase CD is 
less than essential. stf 


RICHARD MANLY-REEVE 


Product: The Cubase CD — 
Supplier: System Solutions 
Contact: 0181 6933355 


Price: £69.95 


| Min system: CD-ROM drive 


= Some useful 
arrangements 
| ...and utilities 
“1 Quality audio recordings 


LOWS 

™ No loop index 

" Little that’s new 

-. Poor value for money 
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music in a variety 
of styles. 


audio versions 


aaa REFERENCE CD-ROM 


Atari 


Everything you ever wanted to 

Know about your Atari, but were 
afraid to ask. The ultimate Atari 
reference work is now on CD-ROM. 


© \file://localhost/H: /BO0K/htnl/cha 
'\Back Home URL File 


os 


CAB File Navigate Options 
sendlun’ Intraductioe to Style 


Source Reload Hotlist 


This dialog illustrates the 
correct positioning of buttons 
Placed at the bottom of a dialog, 


top-bottom in the 
upper-right corner, 


|When using the 'top-down' style, buttons with complementary meanings may 


EI 


All the illustrations from the original book are included - there’s nothing missing at all. 


files. PDF readers are supplied interested in, but there are 


| 
= 
the correct positioning shies 
of buttons placed from 
Dialog w/Vertical Buttons 


* hen the 
CD-ROM was 
launched, one 
of the big sell- 

ing points was its ability to 

store entire works of reference, 
such as encyclopaedias, on 

slimline silver discs. Most other 
platforms have benefited from 

CD-ROM’s capaciousness, but 

we've really only seen discs 


CAB File Navigate Options 
GEHDOS Overview 
| filet//localhost/H:/BOOK/html/chap? htmdfil 
Back Hone URL File Source Reload Hotlist 


aTARY. 0 ADARI, THe 
rar ee 
ATARI. 777 | ATARI. ‘GE ATARI. 0 
ee letwte [ee 
Disk Transfer Address (DTA) 


‘Mhen using FsfirstQ and Fsnext() to build a list of files, TOS uses the 
Disk Transfer Address (DTA) to store information about each file found, 

The format for the DTA structure is as follows! 

pepedes struct 


d_reserved(Z21]; /# salt Do Hot Change #/ 
d_attrib; i% 


Tne HTML files make use of tables for a 
uniform display on any size of screen. 


Back “Hone = File Sore Reload Hotlist = c 
window components identified! 


Here are some other basic rules to use when creating windows! 
Hindows should almost almays have the MOVE characteristic set, 


If it is possible that the contents of the information displayed in the 
Mindow might overflow, provide sliders (horizontal and/or vertical) as 
appropriate, The sliders should be updated as necessary to ensure that 

they are proportional in size and position to the amount of information 
Viewable in the mindom versus the size of ane ma tiEe document. 


An interface style guide is provided so 
programmers can all stick to the rules. 
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for Mac and PC owners; ST 


full of shareware and PD owners can display these files 
on the Atari. with GhostScript, which is 
The original Atari included on the disc. 


Compendium was an enormous 
800-page volume twice as 
thick as the average telephone 
directory. Often described as 
the Atari programmer’s bible, 
it has long been regarded as 
the definitive source of infor- 
mation about all aspects of 
programming Atari computers. 


The Atari Compendium was 
originally released in 1993, a 
year when programming doc- 
umentation was either difficult 
to find or scattered across mul- 
tiple volumes, most of which 
were out of print. The idea 
was to create a centralised 
source of information for 
developers, packed into one 
convenient volume. The 
Compendium has been univer- 
sally acclaimed ever since. 

It works very well as a 


H for heaven 

The entire text of The 
Compendium has now been 
squeezed on to CD-ROM in 


an easy-to-use CD-ROM, too. 
format. f | While it’s a bit 
Together with Anyone rom a awkward to 
author Scott dabbler to a serious read in the 


Sanders, Toad 
Computers has 


bath, it does 


developer would be contain all the 


painstakingly daft to miss it information 
converted the from the 
original book original. 


into the standard HTML for- 
mat used for World Wide Web 
pages. You also get the latest 
version of the Web browser 
CAB, configured to load the 
first page of the Compendium 
as soon as it’s launched. 

The Compendium is also 
supplied as Adobe PDF 
(Portable Document Format) 


Everything from the basics of 
programming through to more 
advanced subjects, such as’ 
CPX modules and working 
with SpeedoGDOS fonts, is 
covered. It’s a fantastic tool for 
recent machines, such as the 
Falcon, because it covers the 
additions to the BIOS and 
XBIOS dealing with the 030 
machine’s expanded hardware. 
The DSP is also covered, but 
you'll still need a book on the 
theory of DSP programming. 

The CD-ROM’s paper 
ancestor was a thick book, 
likely to suffer the usual 
problems of hefty reference 
works, including loose pages 
and a split spine, whereas the 
new Compendium should last a 
lifetime. The HTML is well- 
structured, making it easy to 
find the section you're 


some minor drawbacks. First, 
if you're short of memory 
you'll probably have to quit 
your development system to 
run CAB and look for informa- 
tion. Most programmers like to 
make notes in the margin as 
they learn new tricks, but you 
can’t really write on the edge 
of the disc. It just isn’t quite as 
convenient as the original. 

The book was £40, where- 
as the CD version is just under 
£25, and it’s stuffed to the gills 
with other tasty bits and bobs 
as well. The sheer volume of 
material made the book good 
value, so this digital version is 
stupendous. At this price, any- 
one from a casual dabbler up 
to a serious developer would 
be daft to miss it. It’s an excuse 
to buy that CD-ROM drive 
you've always wanted. stf 


FRANK CHARLTON . 


Product: Atari Compendium CD-ROM 
Price: £24.95 
Contact: System Solutions 


Tel: 0181 6933355 
Vlin system: All Ataris, 1Mb RAM 
and CD-ROM drive required 


Stuffed d completely full 
= An excellent 

programmer's reference 
= Superb value 


= Not as convenient as 
the book 
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laser prin 


Twelve ppm is fast and 600dpi is 
detailed. Peter Crush tests _ 
Brother's impressive new laser 
printer for ST compatibility. 


The HL-1260 uses 
Brother’s own laser engine, 
which is a true 600dpi device. 
It can also use Brother’s High 
Resolution Control technology 
to simulate 1,200dpi output. 

Setting up the printer is 


: 7 rit wo ee ee ue Tea aA easy ‘© hh 
ALAA hand tenor SAPS SAE AR AST SSH ences pe 


Richt voce 2h Sd age nse a ee 


Brother’s 600dpi 
HL-1260 churns out 
12 pages a minute 
- and costs 

over £1,200, 


rother’s latest release 
is an upmarket 
machine, described 
as its flagship 
printer, so it ought to be good. 
But printers aren’t designed 
with ST users in mind, so such 


Graphic output from 
Imagecopy looks 
superb at 600dpi. 


straightforward. A mains lead 
is supplied, but 
you have to 
provide a par- 


claims have to be checked 
carefully. We’ve 
been taking a 
close look at 


Gives attractive 


the HL-1260 output even if you allel printer 
and testing it ; ‘ lead to connect 
with Atari only have a Simp le the laser printer 
software. text editor to your ST. 

The new Next, install the 


toner cartridge, 
which is a one-piece unit con- 
taining both drum and toner 
powder. Open the printer’s 
top, slot in your cartridge and ” 
you're 
ready to 


printer is a 

solid-looking cream cube that 
follows the typical styling of 
many office laser printers. 
However, it’s less bulky and 
heavy than competing printers 
and doesn’t look out of place 
in the home environment. 


AOYANCED 
PHOTCSCALE 
TECHNGLOGY 


ao 


RESOLUTION 

ae It even prints a 
picture of itself, 
if you can think 


of a use for one. 
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| poate Wee 1 ‘and 9 fonts and 
a range of bitmapped fonts. 


‘LaserJet a 


Emulations: HP LaserJet 4 


There’s a control panel on 
the top of the HL-1260, a rare 
sight now because many mod- 
ern printers are controlled only 
via software. The HL-1260’s 
panel comprises buttons and 
an LCD screen and enables 


you to control every aspect of 
the printer’s operation manu- 
ally. You can choose any of the 
machines’s scalable fonts, giv- 
ing attractive output at any 
size even if you only have a 
simple text editor. 

We tried it with Protext 6, 
the most competent text-based 
word processor for the ST. 
Printed results were crisp and 
clear and our test page took 
just 23 seconds to print. 
Kun-on copies of the same 
page rolled out at the rate of 
one page every five seconds. 


Picture perfect 
We also used Imagecopy 4 to 
print a JPEG picture of gerani- 
ums at both 600 and 300dpi, 
obtaining near-photographic 
quality at 600dpi and excellent 
300dpi output. A PageStream 
poster printed extremely well 
at 600dpi, and the manual 
addendum from Papyrus was 
printed so crisply it could 
have been used as the master 
copy for professional printing. 
On all the tests, 600dpi 
output took longer than 
300d pi printing, but was 
worth the wait for important 
work. Paper can be fed from a 


tray at the base of the machine 
or a fold-down feeder on the 
front, and all the usual paper 
sizes are catered for. The 
printer is a bit noisy for home 
use, but any machine capable 
of such fast output suffers 
from the same drawback. 


Verdict 

Overall, the Brother HL-1260 
performed perfectly and has 
much to recommend it for 
small businesses requiring 
serious heavy-duty printing. 
However, it’s over specified 
for the home user. stf 


PETER CRUSH 


Product:: HL-1260 laser printer. 
Price: £1,249 

Contact: Brother 

Tel: 0161 3306531 


| Min system: Any ST, parallel cable 
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m@ Versatile and 
controllable 

© Top quality output 

= Fast and reliable 


LOWS 


i Very expensive 
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GAME REVIEW 


“Ack! It's... kryptonite! Losing... C 
“my... powers... Must... review... 
3D... game... Must... get... 


hy are aligns 
always in — 
_ search of live- 
es _ stock? Why | 
don’ t nice ships loom over the 
earth demanding our teabags? 
_ It’s humans this lot wanted, — 
_ however, so it’s humans they | 
_ took, bundling. them off to an 
alien landscape and hiding — 
_ them in buildings madeof —. 
kryptonite. And as usual, the 
ce good euys take advantage of — 
~ the fact that they can win by 


weren’t expecting quite this 
much confusion, though. » 
The action. opens with 


scape strewn with oddly- 
shaped buildings, roaming 
- enemies and lots of circles. No, 
really, huge numbers of circles. 
_ These circles, when moving, 
portray < alien fire coming your 
_ way, and the SCE Oy 
_ flitting across : 
your view tells 


| ee. asingle pilot—you. you you're > faster, making 
: You are in control of a - being hit. it more than 
| hybrid tank / jet combo armed When you Data i 1s like oe difficult to hit 
__ with a high-powered laser sys- attempt to a radio when the little match- 
tem and explosive rockets,and move out of the. stick men. 
your mission istofreethe = way you'll dis- yee ‘re really tired When your 


cover the weird z 
control system. tae the 
mouse to steer would be a 
fairly simple task, were it not 


_ hostages by finding the kryp- | 
~ tonite buildings and cracking 
their codes. Each codeisa 
“mere anagram, making this an 
action game of the 3D flight — 
81m) shoot-'e oP varicty. is controlled by moving the 
oy mouse with the right button 
: Confusion held down. It’s therefore 
And so you enter the world of 
_ defense drones, tanks and 


gliders, hoping for some — 


accelerate. Should you get up 


i 


- jet through densely-packed — 

s buildings. You can even hit 
buildings that you’ve just — 
passed, bouncing back as said 


inh 


A Oe {at 
- ; tt — taint 
| 


<7 BARRO RAHEE 


1 
idieserek 


Se ae 


~ you can’t steer, or taking hits 
Circles, circles srchywhere. but not a 
| single one > has an obvious purpose. 


4 
qj 
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—iiniien | ree) , ee || A [a ‘ 
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‘The library contains 6 Starglider-style 
ee information on the various foes. 


“Okay sO jaaybe the map isn t all that. 
easy to get along with. 
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ain 
Seth 
ci 3 a 
+ ie i: a a 
hy : Ly a a La 
oan 
= -y 


tee ee Nour 


your in-game view of a land- | 


"Playing Kryptonite 


for the fact that’ your eee | 


impossible to steer while you 


_ object reappears in your view. — 
You'll also find yourself accel- _ 
erating into buildings because 


as you reorientate yourself. 


‘Bisa. 3 : 
imine iC 


The only way to vod this 


a problem, it would seem, is to 


fly high above the buildings, 


- unable to see anything but — | 
empty space (and the occa- 
_ sional mysterious hovering 

_ circle). You can then venture 

down into a spacious a area and 
take on the enemy. | 

| Unfortunately, your rockets 


move so slowly that your 


o targets. have time to take a_ 
bath, smoke'a cigarette or two. 


and phone their mums before 


| Bi daks out of the way. The 


laser doesn’ eS 
fire much 


weapons do hit 


something, be it enemy, 
2 ground or building, the huge. 
__ explosion of circles gives the 

_ bad guys enough cover to slip 
~ -ina few circles of their own or 

~ wander right up to you, 

_ stopping you dead. You get 
damaged but they survive the | 
fee experience unscathed. 
any speed, you'll discover the 

_ frustrations of manoeuvring a Long-wave 


: Playing Kryptonite Data is like 


tuning a radio when you’ re 


: really tired. You spend way 
too long in. the confusion Ot © 
static buzz, occasionally stum- 
_ bling upon a few seconds of — 
| crystal clear reception - — there 


are times ‘when it all makes 


~ sense. It’s all too easy to slide 9 
== back into buzz, though, as you a 
=| find yourself getting hit, i 
-| _ irritated and frustrated. 
a Somewhere, hidden deep — 
under this game - and the 
text obscuring your view — is a. 
a playable, enjoyable shoot-’ em- 
up, but there always seems to _ 
_ be too much going on to enjoy 
it. If the buildings, enemies 
and SO on weren't t packed SO. 
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APMED Grab, . 


i 


1 : ‘ 


The author has a lot of acod ideas, but you | 
_hever get to enjoy them in the game. 


tightly together you could get : 


to grips with the control sys- 
tem, speeds, weapons and © 


_radar. As it stands, you don’t 
really have the chance. 


Alternatively, this could be 


: looked at as an intensely diffi- | 


cult, challenging game. The 


author maintains that if you 


play it for long enough you'll 


get better. We can see how the | 


moments of clarity could get 


_ longer and more regular, but 
there’s no starting point. You're 
either in the middle of an all- 

out fight or running away. | 


How's the average gamer to. 


eet their teeth into this? Sif 2 
oe BARRINGTON 


ae Data 
: £19.99 
Top Byte Software 
01622 763056 
- 1Mb ST only 


° » Confusion, weird controls 
= | and flying circles don't 
3 a jee at 

s ae 


HAH 


hing + 
a 


=| 


welisceal = HIRHPHOHHYHE 


ie prediction was correct. 


jiolence | doesn’t 


makes. you feel bet- 
_ ter. There is noth-_ 
ing more e satisfying than 
spending a relaxing cindy 
afternoon beating your ee 
nent toa bloody pulps= ©. 
With this rather disturbing 
thought in mind, STeam has — 
‘released a Falcon version of — 
The Ultimate Arena, the beat- 
“em-up which Nick drooled © 
a : over way back in issue 74. Our > 
valiant editor put his head on 
the block by saying that the. 
s Falcon version promised to 


look even better than the Me i 


= : nal. Now it has finally « arrived — 
- we can find out whether his | 


Literature © ie 

‘As far as the ae goes, very 
- little has changed since the 

original edition — the scenario 


paygeue certainly . 


ese eee ee ee eee 


still manages to ake your 
average comic look like high 
literature. You play either — 
‘Terry. or Sandy ona quest fo 

_ join the elite group of ee 
_ Fighters. To achieve your ce 
you must simply maim and 

_ destroy a whole host of 
Indiana Jones and Terminator 
— lookalikes. Sounds simple, 


doesn’t it? ae ao aaa GN . 


- Think again. Like the SI. 
version, Ultimate Arena for the 
Falcon proves to be more chal- 
-lenging than your ee ee 
beat-’em-up.. 

_ Ignoring the 
fact that your 
opponents are 


ers at the push — 
ofa button. - 
i Those bored to. 
- tears with ey 
and June (sorry, — 


_ into the shoes of 
_ Serena or Kato 


-who could 


Kong Fooey a 

_ thing or two. 
othe new charac , 
ters bring with them a whole 


a 


any. a nc play- 


Sandy) can step. 


~ Chen Fu, a ninja 


show Hon eg 


catalogue of special moves, but - 
once aece you need to bes. 
2 CAULIOUS, 
because some 


Wr ench your eee secret moves ie 
: "enemy ‘Ss head from 


can cost you — 


about as gentle . energy and — 
- eh his shoulders and | ae 
itis possible to. sling it into the j air ~ vulnerable, - 
be knocked off a Ce ee We must 
the edge of the eo a also: mention — 


_ Sandy was swiftly pulverised and hence didn't have a 
_ chance to gaze at the lovely scenery, oe 


~ playing area or electrocuted on. 
ibe fence. If that i isn’t enough, - 

‘ you. also need to watch — 
| how much damage you. 
suffer i in each bout, 

because you only — 
recover part of your. 
energy between fights. 


=< 


Tf you take too ‘many 
hits in an early. and 
“you won't have much. 
chance when you come 
up against tougher ae 


- tal warrior and two. 
hidden adversaries. 
Fortunately, anovice. 
stage has been added, 
enabling you to practice 
hurling your ighene 
- bolts and brush up on 
your deadly ee 

_ The biggest | 
improvement is hee 
_ Rampage mode. It is” 
now w possible to select 


J 


such as the nasty skele- 


the new ; Mortality feature. 
| Using: a certain combination of 
“moves while the red light i is. 


Washing results j incertain i 
| death for ) your pppoe | It 
is quite worrying to find _ 
_ yourself j jumping up and — 
ae with j joy as you wrench 
. - your enemy’s head from his 


Medicine S : | = __ shoulders and sling it into the 


air in an arc ¢ of blood. 


"Mathematics 

_ However, the most biane” : 
addition has to be the hidden 
~ Breakout-style puzzle game. Tn ¢ 
_ the middle of all the gore and — 
_ mindless violence it is possible 
_ to switch to a rather dated . 

- and, to be honest, dull, bat- | 

~ and-ball game. Despite its. 

tedious nature, the promise of 


- 200. 000 extra points and Ss | cs S | ] 


-access to the cheat mode 
makes it worth persevering 
with this puzzle. 

_ The additions to gameplay 
"make for the fact that — 
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: visually there isn’t much . 
difference between the Falcon — 
and ST versions. While the 


: backgrounds are. slightly more 


Arnie only discovered his foul breath when he finally met himself. 


And s so the alien tiptoed over anil calmly ripped. my face off. 
which was hice. You meet s some 2 charming, people in this. business. : 


wee 
re 
= ' 2 = 


detailed, the character sprites = | 4 - 
are no different from the origi- a 


nals. Nevertheless, as the Bo 
_beat-’em-up specifically writ- 
ten for the Falcon, The ul timate 


Arena still reigns as supreme 


champion. It’s fast, fun, violent 


and well worth £20. stf — 
_ CAVAN: SCOTT 


-_ Ultimate Arena Falcon 
£20 (Upgrades £10) 
“ontact: STeam, Service ie 
Commandes, BP 100, 68220 c 
Hegenheim, France 
- Falcon O30, 4Mb, 
colour monitor and hard disk 


Extreme violence was never | 
so much fun, or su painless. | 

‘Tyson, @& gm ah / : 
eat your @ | | ~~ : 
heart out. 
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f= : 
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| 
| : 
; : | A cross between Lemmings and a platform game, Attack of the Mutant 
ee | _ Penguins Proves that JTS Atari can get it right if it wants to. 
| | a8 more mutant penguins get to ~ The first ne play, it can | 
= _— the scales than good penguins, bea little confusing, soJTS . 
| eS the weapon triggers and AUS _ Atari has included a tutorial - oe 
; . | game over for Barth, 0 = | which explains what every © 
ok  _ Each level requires you {0.3 thing does until you’ve played — 
oe sgn aces eon oe webde out a combination Of : a few levels. After that, gang 
| a . ee : = actions that will allow the _ play continues uninterrupted. | 
| . flack of the Mutant _ they dress up in human outfits ; Sy penguins to get to ine. _ The excellent Sprites areso- 
| Penguins 3 isa game _ in the hope no-one will notice. s whi amusing it’s often tempting to 
| . oe I'S Atari has been 7 a= ee : : S : : : ~ mutants. Various chests con- ee do things just because the | : 
oo i. getting excited - aU begins ain parts of extra weapons, —_ results are funny, rather than ee 
Ce about, and rightly so. Take — And so AMP revolves la - good penguins and other | : > because they help you com-. ee 
ee the best elements of platform mutated alien penguins - poms items. Toopenthem —| plete the game. Thein-game 
a games, mix in the addictive- dressed ina stares array of — you need to collect the blue — sounds are generally good, but. 
oa ae : ness of Lemmings, adda dollop _ outfits. ihe 2 ses ao. ee _ gremlins and the intro music is terrible.  - os 
| oe ef weirdness and you have the only thing that. A 1, P ee 7 oo a drop them on 8 Adack ofthe Mutant = 
Pee “makings of a great game. - Stands in their oe r evo ves 2 to the chests. Penguins can be confusing io 
ee Alens have decided to _. way is a pair of around mutated = 3 Ehe game start with, but it’s worth 
oe : “nade Earth, and their master _ ~ freelance law li ce en also providesa persevering with. The Only. 
oe ae ola requires that they are dis- ~ enforcers, - a ien Pp oe in : wonderful real problem is the number of | i 
: : . - guised as humans. However, Bernard and — : — out 1 5. L : | ~ collection of levels: 60 isn’t nearly enough | 2 
Bee ee . ~ when they tune into our televi- | Rodney. es oe ee, - death- -dealing — : : when you compare AMP to | 
Pe sion signals to see what we . Pahievel 8 devices. Some — other games of this genre. __ 
Ae oe like, they end up watch- has a theme, such as cowboys : have rotating knives which = —_—_— Nevertheless, if JTS Atari has : 
oe inga nature program. At the and indians, clerics or Elvis. : slice up the mutantsasthey  —_— any sense, it'll be signing up ) se 
Se ~ last minute, after they have — 2 The invaders have ; a deadly | fry to walk past; others grab. - _. the sequel right now. stf _ 
ae | ~ mutated into penguins, he weapon, the Doom Scales, and : _ the bad guys and. skewer them ee IAIN LASKEY — oe 
oe ee realise their error. Determined _ __ they need to weigh down the _ on big metal spikes, resulting — 8 oS 
to make the best of a bad job, scales to press the Doumeday ina flurry of feathers and gory : _ Attack of the 
| MS ee a _ button. You choose to be ae debris as the victim explodes. , Mutant Penguins 
ee , Bernard or Rodney and gointo oe se ae a aa 
| iS 7 ees oF a : ari 
Pe - battle armed with your best __ aft CUNGS = 5 | | Tel: 01753 533344 
: ~ club (or frying pan)anda =——sOT*he different themes result i in 
: 2 a collection of devious machines. ) eal tactics for each level. 
2 | a. Meanwhile, the real pen- _- On the Elvis level there are 
: | — guins are upset at the bad | : - - jukeboxes, If you can finda 
: _ press these upstart mutants are coin and deposit it in the st 
: - giving them and have decided box, music starts to play and _ 


_to help you beat the aliens. If 


_ any Elvis peneuins that pass — 

_ by have to stop fora DBOge, 

- buying you valuable time. 

_ Likewise, the cowboy levels fs enougn | 

have campfires. If you eae 8 een 

to light them, the cowboys sit - | 

by the fire, start eating beans | 

and, well, haved you ever seen 

_ the film Blazing Saddles? — 
Each completed level 
results in a random mini-game 
_ Bernard fights off the mutant penguins. which can be almost as much - 
Left: It’s hard being handsome. fun as the main task at hand. - 


Humorous and well drawn, 
this is one Jaguar game 
you can't 

afford to 

miss. 
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Above: Armed only with a frying pan, * 
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_ WHILE-U-WAIT!! 


Se 


520 STF/STFM to 1 MeQheseessessseeeeseeeeeeee £34.95 
-520/1040 STF/STFM to 2.5 Meg........- me £59.95 | _ A 
: 520/1040 STF/STFM to 4 Meg {Aes | £59.95 4 Meg 35" Internal Drive ..... £39.95 ] | 
BA UE TRE OY es nencinrmstamcnemeninncine annere £9.55 an | - 
5520/1040 STE to 2 M@Q o...c...cccccesseneees, cm High Density 3.5 


5320/1040 STE to 4 Meg vesesssssssssssessseseee eee, (ertal Drive & MOGUe ack OOS | 


HARD DRIVES 
AODEMS 
CALL FOR LATEST BEST PRICES 


: STFM/STE Power Supplies (Service Exchange) Belen 290dPI MOUSC........c:ceeeeecceeeeeeeeteeeeeee nesses fe LD Bede : STE TOS 2.06 ROMs 
_ New STFM/STE Power Supplies ..........--- PLUM Blitter Chip & SOcket.....ccccccesecccssestsseeeeees BEEy STE TOS Switcher & ROMS ccccccccccccsecececseceeseees £49.95 | 
: STE/STFM sain to bile wien eee | £14. ay berate MVie- Clock, Vendy Ureepmuicma telat as llaiOunawl ad | £21.95 _STFM TOS Switcher r&F ROMs. ee Te tasters) BOLE neue £Ga os 4 


LOWEST PRICED TOP QUALITY 
RIBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKS 


Printer Ribbons 


Amstrad cape : seme Lott 2+ 5+ 10+ 
Amstrad DMP 4000 66 3.51 3.3] 3.1] Panasonic KXP1123/1124/1140 3.46 3.31 3.11 2. 
oe ee Panasonic KXP1080/1180/90/1592 2.89 2.74 2.54 

oe ene Ee ae Panasonic KXP2123/2180 4.95 4.80 4.60 
Brotice MU Ue EY Seikosha SL90/92/95 5.70 5.55 5.35 
Citizen 120D/LSP10/Swift 24/9 2.85 2.70 2.50 2.30 oi 1 O10/20/100 2.29 2.14 1.94 


- — *FAULT / TROU BLESOME Commodore MPS1220/1230 PaO HB8 ALD 25 0 3.00 2.85 2.65 
i: Se COMPUTER?? | Epson LQ100 : 410 3.99 3.49 399 Star LC24-10/200 286 3.71 251 
= vv a | | Epson LO4o0/s00/s00/850 3.45 3.30 3.10 2 . 


= | n LQ400/S00/800/850 0 3.10 Taxan Kaga KP810/815/910/915 3.14 2.99 2.79 
SE CALL FOR COLLECTION OR| | FxMuRxsorxixsin 290 275 25 2 COLOUR — off 24 St 10s 
= . PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE| Epson FX/MX/RX100/FX/MX 1000 3.36 3.21 3.01 2. Citizen Swift 24 11.95 11.80 11.60 11.20 
i Gabe ee | Epson LX80/86/90 12 1.97 1.77 1.67 Panasonic KXP2123/2180 —:10.63 10.48 11.60 9.88 
EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE Mannesmann Tally 80/81 90 3.75 3.55 3.35 Star LC10/20/100 6.00 5.85 5.65 5.25 
a a | NEC Pinwriter P2200 3.03 2.88 2.68 2.48 Star LC200 9.78 9.63 9.43 9.03 
REPAIR OF YOUR ATARI OKI ML182/183/192/193/195 17 3.02 2.82 2.62 Star LC24-10/200 9.63 9.48 9.28 8.88 

FOR ONLY Seared an a For Rib Not Listed. 
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Bikes OBLIGATION FREE Coal 


31/2" Disks & Disk Boxes _Inkjets, Ink Refills & Toners 
DS/DD DS/HD Canon BJ-10/20 Cartridge _ 17.54 each 
: Commodore MP$1270 Cartridge 12.13 each 
10 Disks 0) £6 Lockable | HP Deskjet Cartridge (Double Cap) 22.00 each 
25 Disks £10 ac] Disk Box HP think T-C oe antidee 26.00 ca | 
: = sea wean | zi | 
; . : , VA T\tal aC j : eskjet Tri-Colour Cartridge Refi .00 eac 
* Free gift with every repair * Jj) Faulty- part exchange service 100 ae oe = fia as of | inkiet aL (Twin Packs) da anon BJ-10/20, BJ300, 
| 2 Disks ~ 465 7K | ; HP Deskjet. Available in Black, Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, 
Please pee sande PSU £24. 99 KEYBOARDS £25. 50 a Di tee oe 3 AIO+ Red, Blue, Brown, Light Green, ake Pst and Gold. 
| : | DU0 Disks &l2> & 1 Pack £11.00, 2+Packs £10.60 ea, 5+ Packs £9.95 ea. 
| MOU SE MAT | a) tr : | | DISK DRIVES £26. 50 Preformatted (MS-DOS) disks available at Zp extra/disk. Hp Laserjet II /TH Toner C artridge 40). O00 e ach 


MOUSE HOLDER Dili ualsin wii a Rie ave U rades ee All Disks Certified 100% Error Free = Hp Laserjet IIP/IIP Toner Cartridge 45.00 each 
'|DISK CLEANING KIT. ey Pee pgr a ___and INCLUDE FREE Labels. Ring For Inkjets & Toners Not Listed. 


JADD £5 REPLACE MOUSE ...... | oc) Stew 1MB £39. 99 Miscellaneous Items 1 a iets ure ag oe 
| [ADD £5 JOYSTICK SEGA STYLE «UH cre ip SIMMS £25.00 POS 2.06 POA 


Roll 1000 31/2" Disk Labels 8.99 80 Column Printer Dust Cover 
31/2" Disk Cleaning Kit 2.99 Amiga 500 Dust Cover 
Parallel Printer Cable (1.8m) 3,99 Amiga 600 Dust Cover 


* 95% SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTERS ge a — 5 eye eran 
* DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR fim. All INCLUD! 
COMPUTER ANYWHERE IN THE UK. 
142 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SEi 2HG 


, aed ~~ Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 449, Owl House, 
Call FAST on 0171 252 3553 | | |) 5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE 


E-MAIL PETE R@FASTCOMP.DEMON.CO.UK ms Pipi | Official Government & Educational orders welcome 


01543 750377 . Ring us or send cheques to: 07543 250377 
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Ain't PD brilliant? With a little help from Frank Charlton, Andy Curtis 
rounds up loads of great games and utilities that cost next to nowt. 


ST Muse is aimed at the 
hobbyist MIDI musician who 
wants to create analogue-style 
sequencer effects. Written in 
GFA Basic 3.5, it enables you to 
create repeating patterns of 
notes which can be modified 
using a selection of filters. You 
can also apply random effects. 
e whole system works 
on multiple MIDI charinels an 
has built-in General MIDI 
(GM) compatibility. Easy setup 
screens enable you to choose 


a 
e 
i 


Your name is Detective Silly and your job is to root out 
_the gang members and restore justice. 


Simply click on the 
person or object you 
want to interact with. 
Mobsters City is full of 
dodgy characters. 


GM sounds for each channel. 
simply add some notes by 
clicking on the screen and 
process away. 

Although billed as a full 
release, ST’ Muse is little 
more than a demo version of 
the program. If you like it you 
will need to upgrade to the full 
version, ST’ Muse 2. Among 
other things, it enables you to 
Save your creations in GM type 
0 or 1 format. ST Muse 2 only 
costs £5 if you send the money 
direct to the author. 


At last, a full- 
colour graphical 
adventure with 
some of the 
appeal of 
Leisure Suit 
Larry. Brought 
to you by Silly 
Software, 
Mobsters 

City offers 
straightforward 
gameplay, 


9421 


694i21 21998765432109876543210987654321 684263 4268421 4268471 0 


The Full Version of ST MUSE 
is availble fron fr 6.W. Jones 
from the address given in 
the ST_MUSE.TXT file, 


ST Muse works best with a 
General MIDI synth. Simply 
set up the sounds you wish 

to use from this screen. 


excellent 
graphics and 
reassuringly 
bad jokes. 

You are 
Detective Silly 
and your job is 
to root out the 
gangsters hiding 
away in various 
towns on your 
patch. You have 
to ask a number 
of questions of 
every character you encounter, 
and each has a selection of witty 
replies. The answers, although 
unashamedly silly, give you a good 
idea where to look next. 

Each town has a number of 
locations to visit and, if you 
manage to stay alive, you can 
round up the Big Boss at the end 
of the game and send him to jail. 
Don't try shooting people just for 
fun, though, because wanton 
violence results in your immediate 
and untimely death. 

This is a well-written game 
with a point-and-click interface 
that will delight young and old 
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lf you fancy creating weird 
and wonderful analogue- 
style sequences to use with 
your MIDI setup, ST Muse 
is well worth a look. 
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Be careful when the option to kill 
people is offered, because you can 
come to a sticky end if you’re too 
trigger happy. 


alike. Although it is set in 
gangland, there are no gruesome 
blood-and-guts scenes — people 
die in a polite and cheerful 
fashion. Even so, it may not be 
suitable for the youngest players. 
The towns are remarkably 
similar and there are a great 
many of them, but the game has 
plenty to offer. Recommended. 


STF RATING: 84% 
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_ All Ataris 


: An Artistic Eye 
: Donald A. Thomas, Jr. 
: August 12, 1988 


Cover Disk 82 
Ail Ataris and TOS clones 
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If you need to convert docu- lal es 
ments into a range of formats, 
UDO may be the answer to 
your prayers. Despite all the 
extensive and rather pompous 
documentation included with 
the program, it has but one 
function — to take a text file 
written in UDO’s special 
syntax and convert it into 
other document formats. 


At home, on the bus, in cafés and 
almost anywhere you look, there's 
usually someone with their nose 
stuck into a word puzzle book, 

: desperately trying to find the 
hidden words. Word Quest enables 
you to create these puzzles and 
could be just the thing to add a bit 

_ of interest and variety to your 
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Word Quest is just the thing for compiling those annoying word search puedes 


Supported formats include 
HTML, Rich Text Format (RTF) 
and ST Guide format. Writers 
of help files and manuals will 
find it particularly useful. 

You will need a good few 
hours to wade 
through the 


UDO Source — 


fleet ination 0 ae 

manual and all P 
the documen- SeurCe: 
tation, though, Dest: 
and be pre- DESTINATION FORMAT 
pared for lots © ASCII H 

; © Nanualpage .... ©) Wintelp 
of legal notices © S$T-Guide o" Tesinfp 
and develop- @ Laten 

‘ © Pure-C-Help ... 

ment history. © Hich Text . [] Tes tmode 
UDO takes te r =a 
; ; atus: Ready 
itself a bit too 


seriously — it’s 
a document 
convertor, not 
a missile guidance system. 
Nevertheless, its compatibility 
with absolutely every Atari 
and Atari clone is to be 
applauded and the program 
does its jap vary well. 


Once you've learnt the special 
UDO text syntax, you can create 
documents in several common 
formats automatically. 


HENSA 
All Ataris, hard 
| drive poqured : 
. Konfigqurationsprogramm fur CBHD, 
den Festplattentreiber. 
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“This German 
| hard drive © | 
| formatting and 
| setup software _ 
| is probably best 
left alone until — 


an English CBHDCONF ist Shareware! 

| version comes" Ce) £. Engel 1336 
_ along. Your | ——s. 
_ hard drive 


: probably came 


“software, and _ 
there's no need to replace it with ] 
something which you are unlikely 

| to understand. Clicking and 
hoping isn’t good enough when 
yours Siete data is at stake. 


- Don't experiment with this hard drive 
utility package unless you are really — 
sure what you are doing. 


newsletters, or to keep your children quiet. 
Puzzles can be printed out or saved to disk. it 
-you save them, the result is a plain text file which can 
be edited or loaded into a DTP package. The 
printouts from the program itself are very basic. 


Word ‘Ouest was originally available commercially, 
but is now shareware (send donations from $5-15 
hey bea to Artisan cones) 


_BConvert_ File Work Block View Parameter Help 
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We took two picture viewers and loaded the same picture on a Falcon in 
256-colour mode. The results for BConvert (top) were disappointing... 


Big Convert 


Goodmans, disk GD2786 
All Ataris, 1Nib or more 
recommended 


Given the current plethora of 
picture display and manipula- 
tion utilities, Big Convert is set 
to make little or no impact. 
The program appears to offer 
some useful functions, includ- 
ing picture conversion and 
cropping, but there is no 
English documentation and 
the actual picture display 
performance is poor. Even 
when it is run on a Falcon in 


256-colour mode, pictures load 


in a weird and unnatural 
selection of colours. Our 
screen grab shows how badly 
BConvert's effort compares 
with the same picture loaded 
into Imagecopy 3. 

The supported picture 
types don’t include the popu- 
lar GIF format and there are 
much better shareware 
programs available, most 
notably GEMView 3 (available 
from almost all PD libraries). 
BConvert is for determined 
collectors only. 


ons 
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Granny 


It's a text adventure 
set in space, but in 
granny'’s garden. 
Confusing, to be 
sure, but play it 
anyway. 


Why not fly over to 
the castle and chat 
to this fellow? He 
won't help you, but 
have a word with 
him anyway. 


This disk contains three 
freeware games, making it 
excellent value for money. If 
you auto-boot it in your 
internal floppy drive a short 
intro section loads, but you'll 
need to double-click on the 
programs from an ST low res 
desktop to run the games. 
The main program, 
Granny's Garden, is another 
illustrated text adventure from 
silly Software. It’s mouse- 
driven, so you won't have to 
make random guesses about 
what to type. You arrive in 


Since Atari gave up updating 
its software, including the 
buggy XControl panel, we’ve 
had to wait for shareware 
alternatives. ZControl is just 
that: an improved and 
debugged XControl lookalike. 

ZControl acts as a host 
environment for the CPX mod- 
ules used by its predecessor. 
Unlike XControl, it can have up 
to four individual CPX 
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your spaceship at a city where 
all the buildings float in the 
ether, and must fly to the 
various buildings to deduce 
your reason for being there 
and save the day. 

Unlike Mobsters City, the 
game doesn’t have many 
‘witty’ lines, but there is 
plenty to explore and plenty 
of clues to follow. It also has a 
few off-beat elements, such as 
the severed foot you are 
carrying, which reveal the 
twisted mind of its creator. 

It’s well worth playing 
this game just to enjoy the 
wonderful graphics. 


| STF RATING: 79% | 


ZControl | 


windows open simultaneously, 
and it offers a much improved 
interface. However, the current 
version requires a multitasking 
operating system to work prop- 
erly as an Accessory, whereas 
XControl runs on all STs. 

While it’s not a huge 
improvement over the original, 
ZControl does clean up some 
bugs in Atari's offering. It is 
still in development — this is a 
public beta test version — and 
could turn into something very 
useful, particularly when full 
singletasking support arrives. 
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Murder on the Dairy Express 

For a pure text adventure to 
score well, it really has to do 
something special. Unfortunately, 
this one doesn’t. After the 
pleasant start-up screen you'll 
get caught up in the usual 
business of moving east and west 
- and then east again. There are 
always a few exits and something 
to pick up but it’s doubtful 


Silly Reels 
The third program on the disk is 
a simple fruit machine game. It 
has a rather annoying 
introduction which you cannot 
bypass, but the game plays very 
well. The wheels spin convincingly 
and you can hold and gamble at 
the appropriate moments. 

You start with £4,000 in the 
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Ease File Window Contents Options 


Magif Timeslice 
Timeslice length 


Moden Setup 


Magi Config, 


General Setup 
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STF RATING: 70% | 


Ignore the constant 
references to the 
gerbil, which has 
nothing to do with 
the game. 


whether you will really care who 
killed the milkman in question. 


Another major annoyance is 


the gerbil. Its activities are 
reported each time you make a 
move, but it has nothing to do 
with the game. It seems the 
author was as tired of the plot 
as you will be. 


STF RATING: 59% 


Here's your chance 
to waste some time 
on a fruit machine 
without losing a 
stack of 1Op coins. 


kitty and the game obviously isn't 
true to life, because we ended up 
with £4,060 after playing for a 
few minutes. It provides noisy 
soundchip music rather than 

fruit machine sounds, but as a 
(free) disk filler, Silly Reels does 
its job very well. 


_ STF RATING: 67% 
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Fastload 

TOS Compatibility 

Smart Redraw 

Grow and Shrink Boxes 
Halt after TOS Programs 
Pulldown Menus 


Look at all those CPX windows. Excited? 
You need to get out more. 


PD AND SHAREWARE 


Shrinking Wal 
Solitaire 


Was it really 
worth an extra 
disk just for 
some sampled 
music at the 


beginning? We 
think not. 


All you have to do in this 
puzzle game is match the 


pairs and clear the grid, but 
your endeavour is made Shrinking Wall Solitaire is a simple match- 
the-pairs game, but you won't solve the 

puzzles without some careful thought. 


slightly more complicated 
by the grid’s insistence on 


shrinking od cover the | Goocmans, disk GD2771 at the right moment. | 
removed pieces. Only pieces to the programmed games if | All Ataris (Falcon and TOS You'll need to start again a 
directly next to each other can you like to win. Then again, 2.06 require STOSFix 3 few times before you discover 
be paired — diagonal moves it’s the taking part that counts. exactly what you can and | 
are not permitted. This is a well-executed but Flipping The Lid is a text-based cannot pick up. Most things 
The author hasincludeda — simple game which will adventure with some well- —=—_—-will help you, but some items, 
wide range of grid sizes and amuse you for days. A clock | drawn illustrations. It comes on _such as a shield early on, will 


levels of complexity and all for timing games would be | two disks, one of which mostly herald your untimely death. — 

his programmed grids are nice, but the program is well : gna sampled sha Han ne : haiod ca pm eaccle - 
. 1e game is set in the ss T Mopsters — 

solvable. If you get stuck and worth having and playing as gallant A of kiights and City but the game works well 

want another 80, just press BI it is. Solving the larger puzzles damects in dictuce, co the dtle 

to start the grid again. There’s by logical deduction takes | seems a little inappropriate. It's a few hours. 

also a randomise feature, but some serious brain power. _ the usual stuff: you have to 


it may produce unsolvable pick up the right objects, look 
puzzles, so it’s better to stick at the right things and go wes 


AtariPhile 1 


Falcon FactT File designed, easy-to-read publi- of MagiC 4 and the All Things humour without degenerating 
All Ataris, 1 Mb requirec cation that is surprisingly Falcon CD-ROM. The writing into banality. 
for CAB fresh and up to the minute,as _is generally of high quality, 


demonstrated by the reviews and displays a sense of 
The latest project from the 
Falcon FacI'T File user group, 
AtariPhile is a disk magazine 
aimed at all Atari users, 
including those with SIs 
rather than T'ls or Falcons. 
Eschewing the popular STOS 
interface beloved of disk 
magazine editors, AtariPhile 
arrives in HTML format, along 
with a copy of CAB. 

Like the Falcon FacTT 
Files’s previous disk news- 
letters, AtariPhile reaches a 
very high standard. You won't 
find any of the juvenile sensi- 
bility that pervades some 
other amateur publications 
here, or any of the colourful 
metaphors used in an attempt 
to be hip. AtariPhile is a well 


You don’t need to be a member of the 
Falcon FacTT File to read its latest missives. 
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Grafix — art tutor (was £19.99) NOW £9.99 


¢ Kryptonite Data - brand new 3D shoot-em-up (iMeg) £18.99 
¢ NEW! 5 Disk PD Techno Soundtracker Music Pack ONLY £3.99 


e Super Stario Land £18.99 
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Have you ever 
wondered how they 
get the stripes into 
toothpaste? No? 
Then maybe 
youve 
wondered 
how games 
are created. 
Simon Forrester 
explains. 
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ames are the 
most influential 
driving force 
behind any home 
computer. The ST and Falcon 
were originally designed for 
leisure applications, because 
that’s the main selling point 
for home users. 

If you're a keen game 


Spreadsheets and databases 
work in the same way — they 
display simple text models on 
screen, perform straight- 
forward calculations and 
occasionally access disks. 

Games, on the other hand, 
are far more complex — the 
material they display on screen 
has to be fast, smooth and 


player, chances graphically 
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abilities of the player’s charac- 
ter are up to you, and the end 
result has to be challenging, 


planning to write. There are 
several different distinct game 
styles, including forced 


improved. Why on earth did 
the programmer use such-and- 
such a key, or put the bonus 
there, or use that 
strange colour- 
cycling effect? Any 
fool knows... 

Ah, but it’s easy 
to create a perfect 
game in your head. 
Unfortunately, it isn’t 
quite so easy to write 
one. A word processor 
only has to shunt text 
around the screen, and 
any extra functions 
simply involve manipu- 
lating or analysing 
that text in memory. 


Calculate button, a game has 
to keep checking where the 
sprites are, how they’re 
moving and whether they’ve 
collided. It must also monitor 
everything else on the screen 
and work out how it affects 
the player, while maintaining a 
constant speed and screen 
update to avoid getting a bad 
review, peppered with the 
words ‘slow’ and ‘down’. 

The other big problems are 
that a spreadsheet doesn’t 
have to be fun, and a lot of the 
design is left to the user. When 
you're writing a game, the 
design of each level, the chal- 
lenges held within it and the 


provoking and entertaining. 

Over the next two months, 
we'll be taking an in-depth 
look at designing 
and implementing 
your own com- 
puter game. This 
month we'll be 
dealing with the 
design aspect, 
because before 
you think about 
programming you 
have to have a 
game to code. 

You need to 
decide exactly 
what kind of 
game you're 


scrolling, platform and sim- 
ulation. You’ll find more infor- 
mation about each type in the 


YOU WERE STURG 
BY THE KILLER BEES? 


The Dizzy games feature logical problem-solving platform 
action, but suffer from some pedantic gameplay rules. 


panels else- 
where on these 
pages. Your 
first task, then, 
is to come up 

with an idea 
for a game... 


Dream. 
— The first qualifi- 
cation you need 
to design games 
is experience. 
Ideally you 
should be 
able to say: “I've 
played hundreds of them.” 
What type of game do you 
enjoy the most? With any luck, 
you'll know exactly what kind 
of game you want to create. If 
you re going to spend several 
months designing, coding and 
tweaking you'll do well to 
work on a game type you 
enjoy. Whatever you decide, 
ask the following questions: 
© Is my idea easy to 
understand? One of the (few) 
pluses of Escaping from the 
Castle of Mystery (STF 82, 20% 
was that each part of the game 
was instantly understandable. 
The tasks weren't always sim- 
ple, but the player knew what 
to do. Conversely, Kryptonite 
Data (page 26) starts with the 
player wandering aimlessly 
around the playing area. 


Killing Impact plays like a dream, moves like an eagle and steers like a cow. 


® Is my idea attractive? 
Although Castle of Mystery 
players knew what they had 
to do, the idea didn’t capture 
the imagination. 

© Does the player have 
incentives? There has to be a 
point to playing — fruit 
machine games are fairly 
pointless because they always 
do the same things and don’t 
give out any cash. Be it a grad- 
ually increasing difficulty 
curve or new levels, there has 
to be a reason for playing, and 
a reward for playing well. 


Drawing board 
Though we can break the dif- 
ferent aspects of game design 
up into distinct sections, 
theyre inter- 
related — your 
level designs 


on the puzzles 
you want to 


There has to be a 
are dependent reason for playing, fireball, for 


and a reward for 


the more problem-solving _ 


abilities, they won’t be 
able to control them 
all with the joystick. 
Killing Impact’s answer 
was for the player to 
hold down [Fire], pull 
the joystick in a direc- 
tion and then release 
the fire button. This 
wasn't the best 
solution, because it 
made it difficult to 


puzzles and reflexive action, but — 


ep ee PP 


LP ee le 


= | 


use a mine or laser The platform game STarioLand doesn’t have many secret 


quickly, throwing you 
into scrapes unfairly. 
When you're designing the 
characters and playing environ- 
ment, remember the players 
are coping with eight possible 
directions and a fire button. 

street Fighter 2 came up 
with a novel solution to the 
control problem: the player 
achieves special moves using a 
series of joy- 
stick waggles. 
To throw a 


example, you 
push down, 


include, which playing well down-right, 


in turn are 

related to the 

abilities of your player’s char- 
acter. These abilities are linked 
to the player’s control system. 


Control system 
The first thing you have to 
worry about is exactly how the 
player is to control their char- 
acter. The recent highly-rated 
Killing Impact 

DLP 77,8010), 
stuck to the 
Joust control 
system. This 
leads to prob- 
lems when the 
player collects 
exira power- 
ups, because 
the ST’s joy- 
stick only has 
one button. 

If you give 


Street Fighter 2’s special moves, which are activated by complex the player too 
joystick waggling, test the player's speed and dexterity. many extra 
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and right (in 
sequence), then 
hit fire. These moves are a 
balance between fluidity and 
obscurity — they work in 
circular sweeps and use nat- 
ural movements but they’re 
obscure enough not to be used 
accidentally. Part of the 
challenge of the game is the 
mastery of these moves, which 
push the player’s speed and 
dexterity to the limits. 

On the other end of the 
scale, SubStation and Frontier 
rely on the keyboard 
because the 
player has a 
lot to control. 
There’s nothing 
wrong with this 
as long as your 
game warrants it 
— SubStation 
players rely 
on sidesteps, 
weapon changes 


areas, but it’s still a lot of fun to play. 


and so on, and there’s a limit 
to how much you can cram 
on to a joystick. 

The increased complexity 
is a result of the designers’ — 
attempts at realism. In a game 
involving hiding behind walls, 
strafing through doorways and 
dodging enemies, the more 
sidesteps, fast turns and 
dodges the player can use, the 
better. It takes a long time for 
the player to become used to 
all this, but if your keyboard 
layout is reasonably natural 
and the initial gameplay 
doesn’t require complete 
mastery of the controls, the 
interface soon becomes trans- 
parent. If you can avoid the 
keyboard, though, do so. 


Player abilities 

50 what abilities should your 
player have? If you're writing 
a flight sim or driving game, 
you ll already know the 
answer. [he same applies for 
scrolling shoot-’em-ups — it’s 
fairly obvious how the player 
moves, 


re F1 


va, |r? + tere Te 


pool | in es en LA of rhs de 


so only the weaponry needs 
to be considered. 

Weapons are important in 
action games — if the player is 
expected to kill things, it’s 
your job to provide the means. 
Each new weapon should have 
anew use. For example, 
SubStation gives the player a 
knife as well as a gun. 
Unfortunately, its weaponry 
from then on all follows the 
same pattern, getting more 
powerful without becoming 
more diverse. Where were the 
ultra-powerful, open-spaces- 
only rocket launcher and the 
bouncing grenades? 

Similarly, 
you can’t drop 
someone into a 
war zone with- 
out allowing 
them to duck. 
HERO is an 
excellent exam- 


Mr A Perfectgamer 
should be able to 
complete it without 
losing a life 
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mind the technical demands 
of this process. 

Each level must have both 
a start point and an obvious 
goal. Always remember that 
the player doesn’t know what 
is around the next corner. If Mr 
A Perfectgamer walks up to 
your game, he should be able 
to complete it without losing a 
life, because there'll be a 
logical, perfect solution to 
every problem. Even the nasty 
surprises should be fair. If a 
piece of floor that looks like 
every other piece of floor 
suddenly drops away without 
shaking a little first, giving 
the player no 
chance to jump 
away, he or she 
has every right 
to track down 
the designer and 
beat him up. 

It’s wise to 


ple of a game 

with an easily-controlled but 
flexible character who'll 
co-operate with the joystick 
and act fairly intelligently. 
STario can duck, and fall for 
miles without getting hurt, but 
Dizzy, who lived in a world 
peppered with large drops and 
trampolines, suffered concus- 
sion every time he fell more 
than half a screen. 


Level design 

Once you've created your 
characters, you need to give 
them an environment to play 
in. You'll have to fit this world 
smoothly into an ST, so bear in 


only design one 
level before you start 
programming, because that’s 
when you'll discover all the 
glitches. You can then iron out 
the bugs before creating the 
rest of the levels. 

Try not to make the game- 
play too linear. Everybody 
approaches a problem in a 
different way, and if you 
deny players the chance to be 
creative, they'll hate you. It’s 
also a good idea to put several 
paths into any level, a feature 
unfortunately missing from 
STarioLand. Providing more 
than one path makes the game 
more enjoyable to play (there’s 
a point to explor- 
ing) and increases 
its lifetime. 
Players can com- 
plete the game 
several times, 
finding new 
things to explore, 
new routes to take 
and entertaining 
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= |Pa@4i@ new challenges 


when they go 
through each level 
a second time. 


Ll deicclalenal a GEeeize ete 


, Fe 


= 


EF DESIG 


ele ae a 
mt Ee 


roe 


Vibe Nhl hahaha ALL iil bn ascot borscht 


Turn back to page 26 to read this month’s review of Kryptonite Data. 


Problemo 


So, what do these levels 
contain? There are three main 
types of obstacle: 

© Enemies: Whether they’re 
fighters in a beat-’em-up, ships 
in a scrolling shoot-em-up or 
swordsmen in the excellent 
platformer Prince of Persia, 
enemies provide the challenge 
in most games. In order to 
progress, the player must 
defeat these foes using the 
controls you gave them. Ina 
beat-’em-up, these controls are 
specific to fighting, whereas 
games like STario have the 
player jump on the enemy’s 
head using their normal 
directional controls. 

® Logistical puzzles: At the 
other end of the scale you'll 
find games like Dongleware’s 
Oxyd which, despite being 
essentially action-based, gets 
its challenge from puzzles 
rather than co-ordination. The 
game features you, as a small 
black crystal, playing pairs 


with blocks. You must navigate 


switches, collapsing floors, 
lasers, doors, sliding blocks 


— pies spur 3D 
system with shoot.’ em- up-style 


and all manner of other objects 
in a bid to match the shapes. 

© Reflex tests: The third type 
of in-game challenge comes 
from reflexive puzzles. Usually 
the goal is to survive rather 
than win, and these tests tax 
the player’s timing abilities 
rather than their logical skills. 
For example, driving simula- 
tors call for reflexive control 

of the car. 


Time to program 

By now, you should have a 
good idea what your game 
needs to be: challenging, 
involving and fun. Next month 
we ll be explaining how to 
take the game from paper to 
the computer 
screen. 
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We wish to thank: 

LAPD, for generously 
sponsoring this competition 

Ail the people who took part 
Our publisher, for employing 
us (then again...) 

The staff of arcane, for not 
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quite pushing us out of what 
used to be our office 

@ The sandwich man... 

(Loud music drowns out 
remainder of speech). The 
winning titles are available from 
LAPD (= 01773 761944 


Mary has a Greek suntan 
and Nick has a Welsh 
raintan. Meanwhile, Frank 
Charlton and Mac Marsden 


slave away to bring relief to 


Atari's ill-fated ST Book, the portable ST that never was. Shame. 


BY THE BOOK 


I have read about the 
ST Book in past issues 
of ST FORMAT, but I 
can’t find anywhere that sells 
them. Can you please tell me 
where I can get one, and how 
much it will cost me? 
Jason Smith, Bristol 


The ST Book was Atari's 
successor to the portable 
STacy, but was never 
released properly. Some models 
did apparently go on sale in 
Europe, but we didn't see any 
over here before Atari dropped tt. 
They're quite rare, and occasion- 
ally turn up for sale as second- 
hand — but it’s a long time since 
we came across one. 

Sadly, it seems the only real 
option for someone who wants a 
portable ST-compatible computer 
is an Apple Macintosh Powerbook 
running the MagiCMac operat- 
ing system (STF 77, 75%). 


DODGY DMA 
I recently purchased a 
secondhand 1Mb STE 
and I have a few ques- 
tions for you: 

1 What is the best monitor 
for displaying all three of the 
ST’s screen modes? 2 Although 
my STE says its TOS is copy- 
right 1989 (and should 


therefore be TOS 1.62, I 
believe), lam unable to save 
the DESKTOP.INEF with the 
screen preference set to medi- 
um resolution. Does this mean 
I actually have TOS 1.6? 

3 What exactly are CPX 
programs? 4 | intend to buy a 
hard drive. I have read that 
there is a design fault in the 
STE’s DMA circuitry that can 
lead to data corruption. Is this 
fault found on all STE 
machines? If it isn’t, which 
STEs are affected? 

Peter Hall, Kent 


Welcome to the ST, 
Peter. As for your ques- 
tions: 1 The only moni- 
tor capable of displaying the 
colour low and medium 
resolutions as well as the high- 
resolution monochrome mode is a 
multisync monitor. Standard 
colour monitors work with a 
screen refresh rate of either 50 or 
60Hz, while a dedicated mono 
monitor refreshes at /OHz for a 
rock-solid display. To display all 
three resolutions, a monitor must 
be able to sense and adapt to the 
incoming rate — hence multisync, 
or multiple synchronisation. Try 
First Computers on ® 0113 
2319444 — it sells the excellent 
Microvitec 1438 model for £275. 
2 Yep, you've got the older 


bugged version of TOS 1.6. There 


e 1s bothered users everywhere. 


are any number of patches avail- 
able to correct this problem, so 
check with any of the PD libraries 
advertising in SY FORMAT. 

3 A CPX 1s a Control Panel 
eXtension — a small program 
designed to run with Atari's 
XControl enhanced Control 
Panel accessory. They're usually 
small programs designed to con- 
figure a larger program, such as 
the setup CPXs which come with 
MagiC and NVDI. Again, any 
PD library should be able to pro- 
vide you with XControl and a 
decent set of CPX files. 
Floppyshop in particular has a 
good selection. 

4 It wasn't a design fault so 
much as a bad batch of DMA 
chips which caused this problem. 
Atari stated a long time ago that 
all faulty machines had been suc- 
cessfully recalled and repaired, so 
you should have no reason to 
worry. We've only come across 
one machine since Atari's 
announcement, anyway. 


A FACSIMILE 


I recently obtained a 
secondhand fax 
machine and I was 
wondering if | could use it as a 
full-page scanner. If so, could I 
connect it to my computer via 


on ~ CONTROL PANEL lef 
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STraight FAX can save fax messages as 


standard IMG files, so you could conceivably 


scan images by sending yourself faxes. 


a modem, then save the data 
to disk for printing and so on? 
Stephen Rogers, Cornwall 


It’s conceivable, yes. 
You could use the fax 
machine to scan a docu- 
ment in, then fax it to yourself. 
You'd need a fax modem and some 
fax software for your ST. 
STraight FAX 2 (£69.95 from 
First Computer Centre, ® 0113 
2319444) is the most flexible 
package. It can save incoming 
faxes to disk as standard IMG 
picture files, so it does the job — in 
a fashion. In theory, you should 
also be able to hook the fax 
machine directly to the modem. 
We don't have the facilities to try 
this, though, so we can't say for 
sure whether it works in practice. 
Bear in mind, though, that 
the scanning heads built into 
most fax machines are relatively 
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CPX programs are often replacements for Desk Accessories. As you can only have 
six Accessories loaded at once, CPXs are generally more convenient. 


: PANEL ONE 


2 example to get a an and display it on screen */ 


/* Here we could have declared keyl & key2 as int or short */ 
of the end result would be the same */ 
2 key pressed key values */ 
Keyl = evnt_keybd(); 
_ -key2 = evnt_keybd(); 
pf Display characters */ 
_ putchar (key1) ; 
_ putchar (key2) ; 
yt wait for any key to be pressed to end program */ 
- evant. _keybd() ; 


Ae 


_ ° : N Noneflashina cursor 
Set the flash period — _ 
| | Returns the current flash h period 
. : You use 2 this command as follows: 
long - evant. eyed) | int ret, period, attribute; 
The v value of the key pissed will then be held in the variable key1. To - ret = Curconf (period, attribute); 


Note also that PC CD-ROM 


low resolution, so the resulting A faulty cartridge would — ST, but doing so won't turn it 


image isn't all that good. We rec- 
ommend you use the fax machine 
as it was intended and look for a 
good hand scanner instead — the 
quality will be much better. 


DOOM, GLOOM 


I’m experiencing 
Jaguar problems and I 
hope you can help me 
find the cause. When I am 
playing Doom, the map mode 
is cutting off the bottom of the 
status bar. Also the sound of 
an opening door can occasion- 
ally be heard when strafing, 
and I’m reasonably sure that 
this isn’t a manifestation of 
one of the game’s ‘secrets’. 
Assuming the cartridge was 
faulty, I returned it for a 
replacement. However, the 
new copy again exhibits the 
same faults. 

More recently, the same 
game crashed between levels, 
giving out a continuous high- 
pitched tone and displaying a 
black screen with vertical and 


be my first assumption, 
too. It is possible you 
have another faulty one — there 
could have been a bad batch 
manufactured, and another copy 
from the same retailer could 
contain the same fault, if it was 
from the same batch. 

On a more practical note, try 
cleaning the metal edge connec- 
tors on both the Jaguar itself and 
the cartridge. Make sure your 
machine is disconnected from the 
mains — this is very important — 
and use a cotton bud dipped in a 
little isopropyl alcohol (from any 
chemist) to rub the connectors 
carefully. Sometimes bits of dirt 
can cause an improper connec- 
tion, leading to odd faults. 

If all else fails, we can only 
suggest you contact JTS Atari 
(@ 01753 533344) and see if its 
technical support people can help. 


CD OR NOT CD? 
Is it possible to link a 
PC CD-ROM drive to 
my Mega SI’ 4, and 


into a PC. This means that while 
you can get at the files on PC 
CD-ROMs, you won't be able to 
run any programs on them. 
They're designed for the Intel 
processors used by PCs rather 
than the Motorola 68000 series. 
You can, however, access lots of 
PC CDs containing clip-art, 
sound samples and so forth. 


drives are usually IDE rather 
than SCSI, so you'll need an IDE 
interface to connect the two 
together. Coincidentally, if you 
turn to page 21 you'll see System 
Solutions has just released a 
device that enables you to connect 
an IDE CD-KOM to any ST via 
the cartridge port. Thankfully, it's 
rather splendid. 


: - & i you F 1 have 2 any y questions f for Mac, \ rte 0: GFA 7 


how do I do it? If so, can I then 
play PC CD-ROM games and 
other PC software on my 5ST’? 
David Knight, Bristol 


diagonal lines. | only managed 
to clear the system by switch- 
ing it off and on again. I have a 
couple of other games and 
they seem fine. Can you 
enlighten me as to what the 
problem might be? 

Rob Torr, (ford 


ind wait a and \ wait. oo . - . eae . ae ae : 3 . 


= back on. a ae 


To give you an idea of ae it works, i jrave included a small | example oF 
program opposite: oo 


Yes and no, David. You 
can connect a PC 
CD-ROM drive to your 


PANEL TWO 


main () 

{ 

/* Declare for loop variable */ 
int ascset; 

/*® Start for loop 32 to 255 */ 
for (ascset = 0; ascset < 256; 
{ 

/* Display character */ 
putchar (ascset) ; 


if ascset % == 16 ) 


/* Move down one line */ 
prince’ \n"); 


evnt keybd(); 


} 
status = Cconis(); 
MONITOR N ME 


- ea ives, "Nottingham 


/* Example program to display the ASCII character set */ 


ascset++) 


/* Only allow 16 characters to be displayed on each line */ 


/* wait for keypress to end program */ 


Barry, the command your require is cconia(); :. It will return 1 it a 
character has been typed on the keyboard and 0 if no key has been 


pressed. You use this command as follows: 


int status; 
status=Cconis(); 


LITTLE GEM 


ve written a program 
using the ROM car- 
tridge version of FaST 
BASIC, then turned it into a 
standalone PRG file using the 
supplied TAGGER software. It 
works well if I run it from the 
Desktop, but I really need it to 
auto-boot on startup. 
However, as yet I’m unable to 


_ eaten 
(0 to 319) 
(0 to 199) 


(Colour register) 
16 


make this happen. 

I’ve tried putting the pro- 
gram into an Auto folder but, 
although the program seems to 
load into memory, it crashes or 
produces a garbled display. It 
seems the Desktop is not being 
initialised correctly. Is my 
analysis correct, or do you 
have another explanation? 
Jamie Fraser, Derbyshire 


(O to 15) 
from 512 colours 


Pesky little lemmings get almost everywhere — but not on some Falcons, apparently. 


You're right about the 
Desktop not being 
initialised, Jamie. Any 
programs placed in the Auto 
folder run before your ST runs 
GEM, so they can't make use of 
such GEM functions as menu 
bars, file selectors or the mouse. 

If your program avoids GEM 
and outputs text using the stan- 
dard TOS text console, it'll work. 
If you re not using any GEM 
commands, it could be that FaST 
BASIC 1s compiling the program 
with the GEM libraries anyway, 
causing the crash. Check to see if 
the compiler enables you to turn 
off GEM mode. 

Failing that, there are ways ' 
to auto-start GEM programs. If 
you have TOS 1.6 or above, you 
do this via the Install Application 
dialog box. If you have an older 
version of TOS, check this 
month’s Cover Disk, because 
STart-It! contains a program to 
auto-start your program after 
GEM has initialised. 


oe va pause” 
mae. 
PRINT “exit” 


FIDDLY FLOPPIES 


I need some help fix- 
ing damaged data on 
my disk. I want to 
load a song into Cubase, but | 
keep getting an error message 
telling me the data on Drive A 
may be damaged. I also have 
another error — I get TOS 
ERROR #35 when I try to start 
a PRG. It’s not all PRGs, only 
the ones for high resolution 
monitors. I’m using a colour 
television and a program 
called Sebra to get the high 
resolution mode. 

A Sewell, Witon 


You're using Cubase on 
a colour telly with 
Sebra? Brave man. The 
problems you describe are closely 
related. TOS Error #35 indicates 
that the file you're trying to 
launch is damaged, or isn’t actu- 
ally an executable file. The fact 
that these programs require high 
resolution is pure coincidence — 
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Sebra doesn’t affect the workings 
of your ST’s floppy drive. 

If you're seeing this problem 
a lot, it could indicate a fault in 
your disk drive. You really should 
have your ST looked at before you 
lose more important data. As for 
trying to fix your disks, search 
out the PD program Fastcopy 3. 
It can make an intelligent guess 
about the contents of bad sectors, 
and does a fair job. Once you have 
a working copy, create another 
backup just in case, then throw 
the original damaged disk away. 


OFF THE CLIFF 
I bought Lemmings 


~when your special 


it was Falcon compatible via 
Backwards, but I can't get it to 
work. I have the latest version 
of Backwards, and I’m a regis- 
tered user. Since Lemmings is 
an item in the Backwards 


AG Wier: ates AT esr oS 
fa fo FL a al | 


‘eo, /eeen\/aoee\/eeeee\/ \/ \/ 


“@eee' 194,164.2.12 2010 


joel, 4 
“9000 0 G@@GE, oopo00 ee 


“PEGEERAOE KLAPTCTCBAPeeORA 
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offer pages assured me — 


Your Admin are: 
SRPSAGCCEE deeeEeREEEeeeeEe | Adey, Rodney & Wizz. 


library, I assume it should run. 
Jon McNamara, Bishops 
Stortford 


Lemmings does indeed 
run on the Falcon with 
Backwards — but not all 
Falcon machines, it seems. It looks 
as if the tightly written copy- 
protection system used on the 
disks is falling foul of the floppy 
drives fitted in a small number of 
Falcon machines, preventing the 
game from loading or causing tt 
to crash (Ouch — Mary). 

Obviously we werent aware 
of this fault when we first offered 
the game, because Lemmings 
runs perfectly on both our 
Falcons. Package up your copy 
and send it, along with an 
explanatory letter telling them we 
sent you, to: Customer Services, 
Future Publishing, Somerton, 
Somerset TA11 6TB. We'll get a 
refund sorted for you — and please 
accept our apologies. 


SubStation is a lovely game, but it loses a lot of character and playability when robbed 
of its superb STE sound. Somehow violence and carnage just isn’t as satisfying when you 
can't hear your gun go bang. 
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| Please enter your name:tachyon 


Password needed for ‘Tachyon' 


| Please enter your mimonkcd 


Tokers — a : cool place: to a or r havens for sad 
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looks and behaves. 


When you connect to the 


SOUNDING OFF 
[have a 520STE 
upgraded to 1Mb 
which I bought in 
1990. I recently bought one of 
your excellent reader offers, 
The Black Box Collection 
(Substation and Obsession). The 
gameplay and graphics are 
excellent, but I have one prob- 
lem — no sound in either game. 
I have tried both the television 
and the hi-fi, to no avail. 

Is this due to a fault with 
my STE, lack of memory, the 
version of TOS (1.6) or defec- 
tive software? I’ve had no 
problems with any of my other 
software, but these are the first 
STE-only games I’ve bought. 
Richard Parker, Gateshead 


We contacted Phineas 
Pope at Merlin, distribu- 
tor of both games. He 
told us that 1Mb is sufficient for 
both games, and that the TOS 
version isn t an issue either. He 
also said that the music and 
sounds are so closely linked to the 
game that they’d both crash if the 
files on disk were defective, so bad 
disks can be ruled out. 

That leaves only one option — 
there’s a fault with your STE, 
possibly in the DMA sound sys- 
tem. To be sure, get hold of one of 
the many STE-only demos avail- 
able from PD libraries and see if it 
produces any sound. You'll proba- 
bly need your machine looked at 
by a professional repair outfit, 
though. Try The Upgrade Shop, 
First Computer Centre, Fast 
Atari Repairs, or Analogic — see 
page 53 for a complete list of 
telephone numbers. 


NOAH’S ARK 


Would you please tell 
me what the System 
and Archive options in 
the Show Info option of the 
File menu of replacement 
Desktops, such as KaosDesk, 
are for? Why does a file disap- 
pear when I select System and 
click on OK, and can it be 
retrieved? 

Ben Senior, Leeds. 


Avoid using the System 
flag for files, Ben. It's a 
relic from the PC's early 
MS-DOS days, when the files 
used to load the operating system 
needed this flag set. It makes them 
invisible to prevent users from 
casually deleting them, unless 
you have a replacement desktop 
such as Teradesk or Ease which 
can display such files. 

To retrieve them, you'll need 
a disk editor which can work with 
individual files and view them 
regardless of whether they're 
invisible or not. HiSoft’s KnifeST 
will do the job, but it’s more than 
you need if you just want to fix 
this problem. Check with your 
favourite PD library for a low- 
cost alternative. 

The Archive bit is a good deal 
more useful. When TOS versions 
1.4 and above create or modify a 
file on disk, they switch this bit 
on. This enables you to create 
‘incremental’ backups using 
HiSoft’s Diamond Back and 
most shareware backup programs. 
The program uses the archive bit 
to identify the files which have 
changed since your last back-up 
session, backs them up and 
switches the archive bit off. 
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File Information 


Name: |SETUP TOS 


191664 Bytes 
26.03.1996 
11:5! 


$1ze! 
Date! 
Time: 


Flags 


[ Clear memory 
X Program in TT RAM 
Xx Malloc in TT RAM 


YO HO HO! 


I recently visited a car 
boot sale where I saw 
a number of pirated 
games, for both the ST and 
other formats, being sold. I 
notice you don’t print the 
number for FAST, the 
Federation Against Software 
Theft, in your Essential 
Contacts section, so does it still 
exist or not? 

I’m prepared to help in 
any way I can because I 
believe this sort of thing will 
drive the remaining ST soft- 
ware publishers away. I was 
also most upset to see the full 
Obsession game for sale. Please 
don’t print my name or loca- 
tion for obvious reasons. 
Concerned Citizen, 

Mega City One 


| STIK SI TUP 


Attributes 


| Read Only 
| Hidden 

| Archive 
oe 


The System bit - don’t touch it. No, really. We mean it! 


Sadly, even with most 
publishers abandoning 
the ST games market, 
you still see idiots trying to grab 
some money by ripping off others 
like this. It’s no wonder 
Obsession’s developer, UDS, 
recently abandoned us, 1s it? 

FAST does indeed still exist, 
and 1s on ® 0800 510510. I would 
imagine that Merlin - 
Obsession’s distributor in the 
UK — would be interested in some 
information about this, too. Call 
@ 01452 770133 and tell the 
manager what you saw. Oh, and 
well done for bucking the trend 
and coming forward like this. A 
car-boot retailer in my area was 
recently fined for selling pirated 
games, and ST software was 
included in the haul. Some people 
never learn, do they? 


| New users of STiK seem to fall into one of two camps: those who have 

| no trouble and get a smooth connection first time, and those who 
endlessly beat their heads against the wall in vain, never quite getting it 
to work (Perhaps they should stop beating their heads then — Nick). 


_If you're one of the unfortunates i in the latter camp, here’s some 


: coed: news. Guy Harrison has been burning the midnight oil putting the | 
| finishing touches to his new STiK configuration program. It takes 


advantage of the standard GEM interface and enables you to configure 


| every aspect of STiK’s connection painlessly. 


Guy was kind enough to let us see a beta test version of the 


program, and it looks smart. Its intuitive interface and common- sense | 
on-line help should enable you to banish those configuration blues once 
_and for all. We don’t know quite when it’s due for release, but rest 
assured you'll read about it in ST Bgcdcocea | as soon as we have r news. 
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Publishing, 30 Monmouth St, "Bath n BAL 2BW, or e-mail them 6 
Frank.Charlton@dial.pipex.com. Please put STA in the subject line. 


RAM OR ROM? 

Is there such a thing as 
RAM which does not 
erase when the power 
is cut off? If so, how do I get 
hold of it, and how do I find 
out what all the pin connec- 
tions are? 

Sam Penny, Shrewsbury 


You're describing 
EPROM chips — 
Erasable Programmable 
Read-Only Memory. An EPROM 
chip is programmed using a hard- 
ware device called an EPROM 
blower, which writes the data on 
to the chip. EPROMs hold their 
contents when the power is off 
and can only be erased using 
ultra-violet light. Some Falcons 
have their TOS stored on 
EPROM chips. 

Years ago a company cated 
Lakmeyer marketed a device 
which could create EPROMs. 
Data was loaded via the ST's car- 
tridge port. Unfortunately, the 
blower itself was very expensive 
and therefore didn’t take off. 
Without involving a professional 
EPROM company, you're out of 
luck I'm afraid. 


 STiK Config = iser Settings 


i Professor Denzil Dexter. : 


HANDHELD 


I recently bought a 
secondhand Atari 
Portfolio, and I would 
like to transfer data to and 
from an ST. I have the parallel 
interface for the Portfolio, but 
not the manual. It supports file 
transfers in both directions, 
but needs software running on 
the ST. Do you know of any- 
thing, commercial or in the 
public domain, which would 
do the job, please? 

C Nelson, Gosport 


A quick trip on to the 
Internet located a sutt- 

, able program. It’s called 
PORTLINK and runs on the ST. 
It's in Norwegian, but you should 
be able to manage it easily 
enough. We've passed a copy on 
to Ad.Lib PD. Call @ 0191 
3702496 for full details or to 
order this piece of software. 

You can also get software for 
your Portfolio from: Any Port in 
a Storm, 90 Ivy Avenue, Bath 
BA2 1AN. Send a cheque for £1, 
made payable to K Swaine, for a 
disk-based list of titles available 
from his organisation. 


ae Ly At last, an easy way to 


71 configure STiK without risk of 
| your head exploding. 
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Chameleon 1.19 OK.Isakovic 


Directory! AC? Tal DOC ASC BAK *® 
Ci ee ree ht aS 


ince ‘ Wied Hider pea Pan set peertnetiet aEADaractes EUGEERIE USER E IEE PEER SeS EDS ESE Rec os Sel PC ti i 0 n! ! 
TWEAKS 13.04.93 89: 

ADDRACL6.ACC 710 20.03.93 18 LINEUP .ACY 
ARTGALRY. ACC 13.12.90 
ASCIIFY .ACC 04.02.94 
BAPACK .ACX 89.03.91 
CLICHE ACK 27.01.92 
DFORMAT .ACC 32108 19,086.92 
FCOPYPRO. ACC 12.06.94 
FCOPY_3 .ACC 36029 22.04.87 
JAMES .ACX 12649 8 
LINEUPS .ACY 
HULTPRHT ACC 

OBACC ACC 
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Chameleon allows you to load any other Accessory into its slot after you 
have booted up. You can swap Accessories in and out at will. 


What's a Desk Accessory? What penalise Be eer PO acessories. cpio 
: | | | ; Ha whole disk a a " 

does it do? How do you set one up? ETT Bp ese cere 

Your tutor is Peter Crush. a 


Select Option! 
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Format 11 can format a 


qi Mob Manono —— we : double-sided disk to an 
a Bs aes mE ha - amazing capacity of 923,648 
i n issue 81 we explained you need to use it, and is said ane ui — Bintdo : me : = me bytes, using the settings 11 
| Kd Anan ident’ : (Fast Format Dest] Source =< He sectors and 83 tracks. 
4 how to create a boot disk to be ‘memory resident’. | poe (2 | (6 J102) ns 
| 3 [| Multiple co - BEE as | tite | _ 
| and set up your ST to If you are running a GEM ~ oy act eT avi © tare : Ey 
| ‘ | a. aFy aa a vf Ld Tr : 

requirements. Boot disks use windows and menus run Sram ; 

also enable you to load Desk under GEM), you can stop as Harlekin and swoon HAT ORSTE : 

Accessories, small utility whatever you're doing at any Imagecopy, both of oO ei ener es 

programs that help you work time, select an Accessory and which are commercial es MeN or 

| - racks 

more efficiently. Here’s how to carry out some completely programs. ami 

make the most of them. different task. You then quit : iT] S0a [FORT 

the Accessory and return to Six-plus 

Call the DA your main program (it’s like There are so many 

If you copy an Accessory onto time travel). For example, good Accessories you 

your boot disk, your ST loads you might pause halfway may want to use more than Accessories on one disk and 

it into memory when you through a letter to your bank half a dozen. Unfortunately the loading program enables 

switch on the computer. Itthen manager to run a calculator the ST’s operating system only — you to pick the six you want. 

sits in memory, waiting until Accessory and do some quick allows you to have six resident For example, if you’re 

calculations. at once, but there are ways using Degas, you won't 


Up to six around this little problem. need the Mouse Accelerator 
Accessories can ® You could have more than Accessory, but you might like 
00510; pe : ere be in memory at one boot disk, with a different a program which loads images 
tame once. Finding set of Accessories on each disk, in Tiny format. And when you 
nie <i eal + os. mae wc") | the best ones is but this is a bit messy. switch to word processing, 
| ae amt on -"| | where the fun ® Try using the PD Accessory utilities for disk formatting 
a begins: there are = DC Stuffer which enables you and word counting will be 
|| hundreds of to have up to 32 Accessoriesin more useful. Bear in mind that . 
“, td nonin somes FE") TA Coegsories, memory at once. It works, but some Accessories clash and 
hes dag eh =| most of which uses huge amounts of memory. some early programs won't 
ENS | arePDorshare- © Use an Accessory loading run on the latest versions of 
ware. There are program to select the utilities TOS. Just experiment until 
Melt is just for fun. When you click on it, the screen slowly ‘melts’ 4 few notable you want at boot-up time. you find the setup that suits 
into a gooey mess. Click again to restore your Desktop. exceptions, such You put all your favourite you best. stf 
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| DOCUMENTATION 


TUTORIAL 


General! Specific: 
@® Source-Editor © ASCII 
© Dest-Editor © Manualpage 
© Source-Viewer © S$T-Guide 
© Dest-Viewer © LaTex 
Progran: est 


L|] Supports YALSTART LJ TOS-Progrann 


| Parameters? [$1] meemnnnnmnnnennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn| 


Save yourself some work by 
getting to grips with universal 
documentation. Frank Charlton 
shows you how to use UDO 4. 


Ease File Window Cantents apetass a 


ust a few months ago 
(STF 78-80) we showed 
you how to create 
sparkling hypertext 
documents using HTML. 
Now you ve mastered that, 
here’s a new challenge — a 
package which can convert 
your work into more than 

one document 


Like any new language, 
UDO looks frighteningly 
complex at first. Like any good 
language, it enables you to 
experiment with the most 
basic commands first, adding 
extra functions as you learn 
the language. The documenta- 
tion is a basic ASCII file, which 
is adequate, but 


format. Write hardly the best 
once, convert The results are aia to 
many times, as very good: they’ re learn from. 
they say. | Thankfully, the 
UDO isn’t clean, correctly author has also 


an editor, and 
strictly speak- 
ing itisn’t a 
convertor, either. The name — 
Universal Document Organiser 
— reveals its real purpose. 


Language lab 
Regrettably, UDO doesn’t 
actually do everything for you. 
You'll still have to put some 
work in, and there’s yet 
another new language to be 
learned. Unlike HTML, which 
specifies how a document 
should be displayed, UDO’s 
language is used to build a 
source file which can be trans- 
lated to other formats easily. 
Once you've learnt UDO, 
you can present your work in 
standard ASCH, Rich Text 
Format (RTF), the ST-Guide 
hypertext format, HTML, 
UNIX MAN format, the LaTeX 
page description language and 
as help files for use with the 
Pure C compiler and even 
Windows. Rather than master- 
ing a multitude of different 
languages, you can get by 
with just one. If you’ve used 
STI-Guide, you'll find the UDO 
syntax isn’t a million miles 
from what you’re used to. 


written and tidy 


included the 
LUDO source, 
so you can 
convert it to the user-friendly 
format of your choice. 

As we've covered CAB 
extensively over the last few 
months, it would help to have 
the documentation in the 
HTML format. No problem: 
follow the four steps in the 
Spinning a Web panel. You'll 
need your copy of CAB from 
Cover Disk 78 or 81 anda 
standard text editor, such as 
PenPal (also from Cover Disk 
78). We'll show you how to 
take your first steps with UDO 
as we recreate the manual for 
use with CAB. 


Finishing off 

As with all universal systems, 
the final results are never quite 
as polished as documents 
created in the required lan- 
guage. If you want to take 
advantage of the HTML exten- 
sions for coloured or image 
backdrops, for example, you'll 
still need to get your hands 
dirty. The results are generally 
very good though: they’re 
clean, correctly written and 
don’t need any tidying. stf 
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those sourcefile.,, 
PATH: 


Oi; \UDO\ENG\*, Ue 
FILE : UDO 


IMAGES__.__- 
INCCOM__ .-_- 
INCDOC_... 
INCHIS...... 
MANPAGE ,U_W 
QUICK UL. 


Status! 


Source! 


Dest: 


CESTENATION FORMAT 


PSOE savas Oe ATG sane RAE 
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Rich Text .. ¥.rtf oo Testaode 


Status: (G:\UDO\ENG\incdoc\syntax\verbatin,ui) 
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The guide to UDO 


4 Quick guide 


Before going into details I want to present and describe a small but 
conplete UDO sourcefile: 


# ec) An UDO sourcefile 

Itex VdocunentstuleLiiptitarticle? 
tstg @subject "Documentation\Utilities" 
Ititle A short example fork 

‘program UDO 

'yersion Version 1 

'date November, ist 1995 

lauthor Dirk Hagedorn 


1. oo =o On ee eS 


fo] ts 


J % bust 
ry BL : 
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T UTORI AL FILE TRANSFER 


Moving files from one computer 
to another is much easier than 
you might think. Frank Charlton 


ost of us bump 
into a fair 
number of 
computers in 
leecher life, and they aren’t 


usually STs. Whether it be PCs 


and Apple Macs at work or 
college, Amigas at the local 
computer club, Acorn 
machines at school or even 
big UNIX machines at 
university, you're likely to 
have access to an alien 
machine at some point. 


conquers the alien files... 


Often you'll want to 
transfer files between these 
machines and your ST. 

ST FORMAT, for example, is 
written mostly on STs, laid out 
on Apple Macs and typeset via 
a UNIX system. As long as 
you have the right software, 
this is a relatively trivial 
process. With foresight and a 
little work, almost any data 
file of any type you care to 
think of can be converted and 
used on your ST. 


Disk formats 

The first problem you might 
encounter is the differing disk 
formats used by these other 
computers. The easiest to cope 


/H-COPY vi.6s by Robert Weiss 


‘pr iz 1992. 
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Status: heath 


Source: M2 


STEPRATE | Sec tars? = ai [+ 
[2]MEMLG 12) | pss: pare 
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| EIR Read bik Type 


embers 


Buffer Size! 7389 KB 


DISK-FORMAT! DOUBLE DENSITY OF TIONS | 
Ls 


Cx] Used Only 
[ ] Multiple Copy 


[(<] Format Dest, 
| | Format Needed 


[|] Fast Format 
[|] Verify Disk 


' oo 


The shareware HCopy can format PC-compatible floppies easily. These disks are your 


starting point for all file transfer operations. 


Little PC programs, such as 
ST2DOS, can add an extra 
couple of bytes to the boot 
sector, enabling you to read 
the disks on a PC. 

However, given the 
massive number of different 
file formats used by alien com- 
puters, merely being able to 
read disks isn’t quite enough. 
Depending on the type of file 
you want to convert — sound 
samples, animations, pictures 
or word processor documents 
— you may require an arsenal 
of programs, or just one 
solitary application. Let’s take 
a look at what you need. 


Text documents 
You’re more likely to want to 
convert word processor docu- 
ments and text files than any 
other type of file. You might be 
bringing work home, or print- 
ing ST files on a PC at college, 


Text Format (RTF). RTF files 
contain most of the docu- 
ment’s formatting and font 
information, but they don’t 
support graphics. Both Papyrus 
and AtariWorks can work with 
RTF files, and the shareware 
Marcel does an excellent job, too. 

Again, there are literally 
dozens of tiny programs to 
convert between specific 
formats, such as First Word 
Plus and RTF. The best is 
FWP2RTE, which includes 
programs for Mac, PC and 
LINIX machines in the same 
archive as the ST utility. 

If you have information on 
the file format of specific docu- 
ment types, Kevin Millican’s 
The Ultimate Convertor (TUC) 
can be taught how to convert 
them. It takes work, but Kevin 
supplies conversion templates 
for many popular file formats. 
TUC lives up to its name and 


with is the PC, because any ST but either way you'll want to is a must-have tool. é 
can read a disk formatted in a avoid retyping all 
PC. Ataris fitted with TOS those words. If you 

1.4 onwards will format PC- aren't bothered about ; 
compatible disks as standard. complex text format- i 


If you have an older verision 
of TOS, you can use shareware 
formatting programs such as 
Fastcopy 3 and HCopy to 
prepare a PC disk. 

Apple Macs users can 
read, write and format PC 
disks using the PC Exchange 
software supplied with the 
latest versions of their 


ting, the easiest route 
is to save your files as 
bare ASCII text, 
which every word 
processor under the 
sun can import. 

If the formatting 
is important, the best 
cross-platform 
solution is to use Rich 


operating systems. Even the 
Amiga, which uses its own 
cryptic format, can be forced to 
play ball by using specialist 
software such as CrossDO5 or 
MessyDOS to prepare PC 
disks. Use the PC format as 
the common ground in all 
disk-based transfers and you 
can't go wrong. 

If you already have a batch 
of ST disks formatted under an 
older TOS version, you can 
still make them PC compatible. 


This nifty application 
converts First Word 
documents to RTF and 
includes Mac, PC and y 
even UNIX versions. 


| The new version of the SpeedeGDO! | ls | | ® de ee 
oo support. Atari users now have — ang |i aeh| i 
|_| True Type fonts created for MAC and] \w . I | 
oe reat font format. Papyrus Gold can 

bc import RTF documents 
from other platforms, 
keeping formatting and 
font information intact - 
presuming you have 


the right fonts. 
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Picture files 
Even before you get involved 
with other computers, the 5ST 
itself provides a mountain of 
image formats. If you also 
want to deal with alien file 
types, such as the Amiga’s IFF, 
HAM and LBM, and cross- 
platform formats designed for 
multiple computers, such as 
the popular GIF and JPG, 
you'll need a powerful tool to 
cope with all your images. 

The shareware solution is 
the superb GEMView, which 
deals with 99 per cent of the 
images you'll come across. 
With the exception of the 
Mac’s strange PICT format, 
which can be any size and 
colour depth and uses lots of 
different compression meth- 
ods, GEMView will read and 
write images in all popular 
bitmap formats. 

If you’re on a tight budget, 
the freeware IMCON 1.1 from 


wallped vricgs tle ce aed ty bra sles isda hry lie ceyecres 


It's now possible to play AVI digitised movies from the PC platform, 
movie of the Jaguar game Defender 2000. 


PALS TET bt Seria Gg a Sacene Sacly.43R 253: 
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Cover Disk 80 is a good 
alternative — turn to page 90 
if you missed it. Conversely, 
if you’re prepared to spend 
your hard-earned dosh ona 
commercial application, 
ImageCopy 4 (£34.95) comes 
with our highest recommenda- 
tion — call the FaST Club on 
@ 0115 9455250 for details. 
Finally, if you prefer separate 
applications for each task (you 
masochist, you), the PD arena 
is full of conversion utilities 
for every imaginable format. 
The choice is more limited 
for vector graphics. The most 
comprehensive tool is FaST 
Club’s Vector Graphics XChange 
(£14.95) which copes with PC 
and Mac vector formats, 
although it does convert 
colour images to mono ones. 


Moving pictures 
Video and animations are per- 
haps the most awkward areas. 


Spies oh 


such as this 
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E\FAST.GIF 

Ss a 3260x246 interlaced GIF image with 256 colors 
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Time for loading and processing: 8:00'63, 2 


as FEEL — =) See T —, —- ee = : : 
Tes | bagel, | Ec aiae™ | |e are : Sitee-s93 Grgner He 
= is |e fered)? 8) al ee 7 | 7 jj Dieter | af748 
tinh aeenr Ss a ali | =| LoL oa) Se Fileb? lhe (Gera 
a al = = J hall = d 


There isn’t much in the way of 
convertors, but there are 
plenty of viewers and players. 
Viewing utilities for the Mac’s 
QuickTime and PC’s AVI 
formats exist for all Ataris, but 
they run slowly and don’t play 
the sound data. 

Movies in the heavily com- 
pressed MPEG format can be 
accessed, too. There are some 
excellent players for the 
Falcon, including Griff’s 
PLAYMPG, and ST users 
needn't feel left out, because 
the French FEVER suite of 
MPEG utilities runs on all 
Ataris and does a passable job 
of decoding these movies. 

The common FLI anima- 
tion format is well catered for 
with PD players. Titan’s 
superlative APEX Media 
animation program can load 
and save FLI files and ANI 
files from the Amiga. 


Sound samples 
Now that most PCs are multi- 
media capable, you'll come 
across one sound format more 
often than others — the WAV 
file. Like the ST’s AVR format, 
WAV samples can contain 
sound data at different sample 
rates, and come in 8- and 16- 
bit resolutions, in mono or 
stereo. Thankfully, one piece of 
software, the excellent 525, 
copes with almost any sound 
format you care to throw at it. 
As well as being able to 
convert to and from the WAV 
format, 525 can cope with 
some less popular formats, 
including the DVSM files 
produced by WinRec on the 
Falcon. It even converts sam- 
ples from UNIX machines. 
Pick this up and your sample 
conversion problems are 
solved straight away. 
(Subscribers will find the 
latest version on this month’s 
Wonder Disk.) 


Databases 


This is really the only area 
where the ST is sorely lacking 


We've said it 
before, and we'll 
Say it again: 
GEMView is king 
in the image 
conversion world. 


GEMView can also 
process batches of 
pictures without your help 
— simply select Convert 
and enter *.* into the file 
selector to convert all 
images in a directory. 


“CONVERT IMAGES 


| Hedul= for GEM =—4). ew fo} Cieter FPiebelkern ; | 


eT 
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Trees AGEN- (i) Image 
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in conversion tools. Most data- 


base programs use their own 
format, so life can be difficult 
when you need to swap data 
files between platforms. 

The only real option is to 
choose your database software 
carefully. Most big applications 
can export the current data, or 
selected items, in the comma- 
delimited format. Basically, 
the database will dump the 
current records to disk as an 
ASCII file, separating each 
field with the comma. This is 
the nearest to common ground 
you'll get with databases, and 
most applications can be per- 
suaded to import these files. 


Fonts 

Most PCs and Macs now use 
the TrueType font format, and 
your SI’ can use these fonts too 
if it is equipped with a copy of 
SpeedoGDOS or NVDI 3 or 4. 
Mac IrueTypes won’t work 
most of the time, due to the 
Mac’s tendency to add extra 
information to the file headers, 
but PC fonts won’t need any 
conversion. Other font types, 
such as Mac bitmaps, can be 
converted to bitmapped GDOS 
fonts using FontKit Plus 4 
(£24.95 from FaST Club, 

@ 0115 9455250). Calamus 

users can import PostScript 
fonts too, using the font editor 
Fonty (£11.95 from FaST Club). 


And so? 


So, all you need to trip happily 
across green grassy meadows 
of a wide range of alien worlds 
is a handful of utilities and 
some PC disks. And an 
English-alien dictionary, of 
course. Happy travels. stf 
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He's creepy, he's kooky. Andy Curtis smiles in a 
“slightly unsettling way, gets everything synchronised 


and introduces The Score. Be afraid, be very afraid. 


The $2000, pictured on the top of this lovely pile of samplers, offers loads of features and 
is now available at an incredibly low price. Most shops are selling out fast. 


Price squeeze 


continues 


hankfully, from a 

purchaser’s point of 

view, price competition 
between music equipment 
manufacturers remains fierce. 
This is exhibiting itself not 
only in price cutting, but also 
in major new aggressive 
pricing policies from the 
leading brand names. 

Akai, long the darling of 
the sampler market, is offering 
its S2000 model through some 
outlets for as little as £950 for 
the 2Mb RAM version. This 
effectively puts top-quality 
sampling within the range of 
the average punter and, given 
the music industry’s current 
reliance on these machines, 
now is a good time to buy or 
upgrade. The downside is that 
your secondhand 5950, which 
might have been worth around 
£650 a year ago, is now worth a 
very great deal less. 

The $2000, with its easily 


upgradable internal architec- 
ture and full SCSI support, is 
selling very well, so get one 
while you can. 

Soundcraft mixing desks 
are now available for up to 
£400 less than the January 1996 
prices. A typical 16:8:2 desk 
costs just £1,099, rather than 
the £1,499 of recent times. The 
price reduction makes these 
well-featured and reliable 
desks the number one buy for 
home studio owners on a tight 
budget. The specification 
includes a four-band equaliser, 
with the two mid ranges 
sweepable, four auxiliary 
returns for effects and sub-mix 
returns with two-band equal- 
iser. With products like these 
improving in quality and drop- 
ping in price, we could hardly 
ask for more. 

Contact Sound Control on 
@ 0191 232 4175 for more about 
both these products. 
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Sync or 


re you wondering if 
you need a sync box? 
Or what on earth a 
sync box is? Whichever the 
question, we'll do our best to 
supply the answer. 

Suppose you've finished 
your latest masterpiece using 
your favourite sequencer and 
want to add some live guitar 
and vocals, or even a live sax 
solo. Without sync, you'll have 
to mix your arrangement on to 
two tracks of your four- or 


£69.95, System Solutions 
= 0181 6933355 
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Multi Cartridge Control Systen 


The supplied software is very easy to 
use. Just click on the port - A or B - 
you want active. 


CartMaster Lite is a simple 
solution to an age-old problem. 
Given the growing number of uses 
for your ST's cartridge port, the 
need for a multi-cartridge adaptor 
is obvious. Unfortunately, your ST 
can only address one cartridge at 
once, so a switching system is 
required to utilise any extra 
cartridges you have. 

CartMaster Lite is a two- 
cartridge adaptor with software 
which enables you to switch 
painlessly between the two. The 
software takes the form of an 
Accessory and a simple program 
file which you can run from the 
desktop. Operation is simplicity 
itself: click on port A or B and 
your ST will look there for the 
active cartridge. There’s also an 


CARTMASTER LITE 


Swim 


eight-track recorder, then add 
the live instruments. 

The disadvantages of this 
are obvious. Not only have 
you lost two tape tracks for the 
stereo mix, but also you are 
committed to that one mix 
with no possibility for later 
change, unless you replay the 
live sounds. Add to this the 
quality loss that a tape copy 
induces and you really could 
do with a better solution. Enter 
the sync box. 


Auto folder program which 
enables you to boot using port B 
instead of the default, port A. 
The device also changes the 
angle of your cartridges so that 
they point upwards instead of 
outwards, saving you desktop 
space. The only problem is that 
insufficient space is provided 
between the ports for some of the 
larger cartridges. If you have a 
clock cartridge, for example, it Is 
unlikely you will be able to fit 
another cartridge into port B. If, 
however, you just have two 
dongles for protected software, 
you should have no problems. 
STF RATING: 78% 


Plug this into your cartridge port and 
you have two ports for your hardware 
dongles. No more plugging and 


unplugging and plugging... 


AND MUSIC Ba se ee Om On a — 


Tape synchronisation 
makes your tape recorder into 
an extension of your sequencer 
by enabling them to run 
exactly in time with each other. 
SMPTE code on the tape feeds 
your computer a constant flow 
of song position data, enabling 
your sequencer to stay in time 
with the tape. The sequencer 
must continuously reposition 
itself. (If you don’t believe this, 
try starting a tape and your 
sequencer at the same time 
and see how long they stay 
together. You'll notice the lack 
of sync within 30 seconds.) 


STRIPY TAPE 


It is best to stripe a whole tape 
at once. Simply plug your Sync 
box in as shown on the dia- 
eram and use the highest track 
(4.8, 16 or whatever) as the 

| sync track. 

; Your portastudio will 

; probably have a special sync 
output for connection back 
into the sync box. If it hasn’t, 


SS ee re ee ee ses 


eee See AP eet » 


; use an auxiliary effects output. 
, To stripe the tape, put your 
; tape machine into record mode 


and start your sequencer, 
having first set it to transmit 


into your sync box. Once the 
whole tape is recorded you can 
replay it with your sequencer 
in Sync mode. Your sequencer 
will jump to the time position 
the tape feeds it with. 

Unless you have a 
machine-specific syne box — 
such as MTC1, companion to 
the Fostex R8 — you will need 
to control the song position 
from the tape recorder when 
you are in sync mode. With 
dedicated systems, the tape 
recorder can be controlled 
from the sequencer as well. 


INTEGRATION 
Our diagram shows two items 
marked ‘MIDI Merge’ and 
‘MIDI Thru’. These aren't 
found on all sync boxes, but 
they’re useful additions. If you 
have just one MIDI output 
from your ST, MIDI Thru 
enables you to link in the rest 
of your MIDI setup without 
having to reconnect everything 
each time you stripe a tape. 
MIDI Merge is vital if you 


. MIDI OUT 
© MIDIIN 


MIDI THRU 


e Audio OUT : 
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Tape sync really adds power to your MIDI studio. A good sync box enables you to use a 
setup like the one shown here. Use the MIDI Merge socket like your ST's MIDI In and the 
MIDI Thru like your ST's MIDI Out. 


wish to play in further MIDI own MIDI input, enabling track of your multitrack tape, 
tracks while listening to the simultaneous sync playback leaving at least three for live 
sounds on tape. Plug your and MIDI recording. work. Your sequences are still 


master keyboard into the MIDI 
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MIDI Time Code (MTC). 
Alternatively, there may be a 
SMPTE generate feature built 


SYNC BOX and SYNC BOX PRO 


| £149 and £249, System Solutions 


= 0181 693 3355 


Sound Pool has released two new MIDI 
synchronisation boxes, designed to meet your 
exacting sync requirements in full. Both units 
are housed in sturdy metal boxes and painted in 
Sound Pool's traditional green livery. DC power 
adaptors are supplied. 

Don't assume the Sync Box is just a cut- 
down version of the Sync Box Pro, because it 
isn’t. The Sync Box Pro is a fully featured MIDI- 


| to-tape sync box, whereas the Sync Box is only 


able to send data in one direction, which greatly 
limits its usefulness. Confused? Read on. 


Sync Box 

_ The Sync Box is a very simple device which 
translates MIDI Time Code (MTC) into an audio 
SMPTE signal. The box features a MIDI Thru 
socket and a MIDI input, so the device chains 


These two sync boxes look remarkably similar, but their 
: functions are radically different. Check carefully to be 
; sure which one offers the functions you need. 
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Merge socket as if it were your 
ST’s MIDI input. The sync box 
will merge the MTC with your 


FINAL CUT 


seamlessly into your system. 

This unit is only useful if you have a SMPTE- 
controllable device which you wish to control 
from a computer which outputs MTC. For 
example, the single-sheet manual suggests that 
you could control a Notator/Unitor setup on 
your ST from Audio Tracker on the Falcon. The 
audio output from Sync Box simply plugs into 
the Unitor cartridge, enabling you to 
synchronise Notator with your Audio Tracker 
hard disk recordings. 

This device has very limited application. 
Most computer and hard disk recording setups 
can communicate directly via MTC, so make 
sure it is the Sync Box you need before you buy. 


Sync-Box Pro 

The Sync Box Pro is a much more complete 
synchronisation solution. Designed for users who 
wish to engage in the standard business of 
synchronising to tape, it’s a full bidirectional unit 
which boasts a MIDI merge feature and MIDI 
Thru. This means you won't need to repatch 
your cables each time you use sync. 

You can use two methods of striping. The 
first uses the Generate facility on the Sync Box 
Pro, which stripes your tape at 25 frames per 
second (fps). Alternatively, if you toggle the 
switch on the front panel to MTC, the unit 
‘listens’ to the MTC generated by your 
sequencer and stripes the tape accordingly. This 


‘is the preferred method, because it guarantees 


that the striping is correct for your setup. 
When you switch over to LTC mode, the 


D 


With your SMPTE code in 
place you have used just one 


playing live, so you'll also 
have great sound quality, and 
any further adjustments can be 
made effortlessly. stf 


Sync Box Pro converts the time code on the 
tape back to MTC for your sequencer. The 
upshot of this is that when you hit ‘Play’ on your 
tape machine, your sequencer will also start 
and therefore it plays back exactly in time with 
the tape machine. 

The Sync Box Pro has a high level of 
tolerance for faulty time code and will 
compensate for errors caused by dropouts on 
your tape. With a little jiggling, it will also 
replace faulty time code with new, error-free, 
code on a different track. 

This unit does its job very well. Whether you 
are synchronising to a four-track portastudio or 
a full blown multitrack tape recorder, it 
produces reliable results every time. The 
manual leaves a lot to be desired, but the 
information you need is there if you read the 
meagre text very carefully. 
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The Sync Box Pro is a serious professional tool at an 
attractive price. It has all the features you need for 
almost any synchronisation application. 
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pai ce gets sound and 500 level 
| it scored a massive 95% i in issue 30. 


Description: Populous 2 
RRP: £14.99 ee 


STF price: £10.99 > «1Mb re 
Order no: STFP202 “POeo 


Discover how a ete works, 

improve its performance, and 
read about all the best ST | 
software and hardware. 


Description: Get the Most E 
Out of Your Atari ST 2 pF 
STF price: £12.99 : 
| Order no: FLBO99X 


Sassari asssae Be 


- Whirlwind 


: — | Snooker 
: Description: | | | STF price: 


= | | Order no: 


One binder 
S STFJWS02 


TF price: £5.95 


| Order no: ST112 \ 
: Description: NI are 

: Two binders *\ _- | 

STF price: £9.99 . | RI 

i Order no: $T1122 | ~ Ow 
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Disk: Zero-X demo, Snoball in Hell 
Inside: Pump up your ST; Sound 
sampling Reviewed: MagiC 4, NVDI 4 
ExtenDOS Pro Tutorial: Positive Image 


Disk: CAB, Zaptastic, The Espers 
Inside: The Internet; Desktops; Text 
adventures Reviewed: Vision, EZ Drive 
PageStream 2.2 SE, Power Drive Rally 


Disk: Positive Image demo, Deadland 
Inside: Image processing: 3D 
Reviewed: Strip Cartoon, Time Talk, 
Textstyle 1.1 Tutorials: HTML, Breakthru 


Disk: Breakthru demo, Trapped 2 
Inside: MIDI masterclass: Atari 
interview; ProlTOS Reviewed: Ease 4. 
Linux, GAS Tutorials: HTML, DSP 
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he’s ‘still playing it. 


Description: Team: 
New Season Edition 
STF price: £13.95 
Order no: STTEAM 


een The oo... | | 
| Black Box Collection | =... ..-—-stssécjész;é#é’ 1Mb STE or Falcon only 
RRP: £29.95 ...)—r—< eer CGC a= 
STF price: £19.95 
Order no: STFBB 


LURE OF THE 
TEMPTRESS 
— 


your STEM. 
| | | today! 


Description: 
STFM RAM 
| upgrade 
| STF price: 
| | £29.99 
| | Order no: 
| STFRAM 


"scanner. It's easy to set up — just slide the image under the 
“plastic top, where it’s held firmly in place while you run your 
hand scanner over it with the help of the slide rule. 


Description: Scanning Pad STF price: £6.99 
RRP: £9.99 Order no: AF/SP/02 


Please send me the following items from the Reader Offers page: TOtal AMOUNE DAVABIG! Sic cisaecies ts casesssen civic cia teandeseantis aioe ees 


Description Order no Price Customers outside the UK please add £4 for overseas delivery. 


cae | ————— Method of payment 


send Eurocheques or cheques drawn in Sterling) 
== «| ie x Access/Mastercard ERO Uae. caldshesermcqueneeaeanee 


tevin! | tL Ee Le 


Dale! wssiteei tees ee CIPNBUIE. scien eee 
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| Eg Cheque (payable to Future Publishing Limited. Customers outside the UK should 
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Please tick if you do not want to receive notice of special offers or new products aa 
| Offer closes / June 1996 STFAMAG/06/96 
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| e0k £15. PSU, £15. Atari mouse £2.50. All 
_ include P&P. Tel: 01473 683082, ask for Joe. 
ese \ . 2 s games for sale. Al boxed original S including 
* Civilisation, Chaos Engine, Monkey Island, plus 
+ es _ loads more. Send SAE to Chris at: Flat 2, 29 St 
ae - Georges Street, Ipswich, Suffol k IP1 SNF. 
- : "Atari 1O40STE, 4Mb RAM, colour monitor, second 
a. ao ~ floppy, hard drive. Software: Family Curriculum, 
Bee _ Timeworks 2, Mastercad, Knife ST. Books, 60 
co - magazines and cover disks: £350 ono. 
: a Tel: 01582 840495, ask for Mr Barnes . 
: a : a a Make | me an. offer. Panasonic dot matrix ri inter for 


_ sale. ‘Also four 256K SIMMs. Tel: 01707 651801. 


| Tabby graphics tablet plus Quill with manuals, £35. 
- Supercard 3.12, ee a5, Timeworks 2.04, 
7 ase 01273 585301. ae a 


Games for sale. nearly everything going, plus | have 
3eD coming out my ears. Tel Oliver: 01262 468340. 


oe | Canon BJ: 200 bubble jet printer, 360x360dpi, 
s Ee ee includes manual, printer cable and inkj et refill. 
Po 20. Tel Birnie: 0171 7063178. 

a SIE games: Zool, Pegasus, Alcatraz etc, 12 in 


_ total, |, £25 ono the lot. Tel: 01373 472935. 


3 software, all boxed as new. Changed computer 
ee so must sell, cheapest prices. Tel: 01603 436937 
4 a - (eves) for full details. : 


Si FORMAT | issues 28 to 80. Nan games from 
eo £2.50. Write to: Martin Bell, 30 Robert Street, 
ie aS _ New Townards, County Down BT23 ADN, or 
oe fe 01247 822289 (after 6pm). : 


~ 1040STFM with mouse, joysti ick, second drive, | 
o a _ software, £120. ST mags with disks from issue I, 
ae a £25. Vidi ST digitiser with cartridge and - : 
eee _ instructions, £39. Te: 0116 2415124. 


Atari Falcon030 4Mb RAM, 85Mb internal hard disk. 
eee _ SVGA monitor, DIP program, programming and — 
| ee = _ games software. Perfect condition, boxed with 
: Poe ~ manuals, £650. Tel John: 01223 843768. 


eo Atari 520STFM, 1Mb, joystick, mouse, 20 boxed 
4 oe Lae games plus other software incl PC Emulator, £100 
a. ae : ono. Tel: 01589 465158. : 


ME READER ADS; 


| 130XE 800XL 1050 disk drive, Mini Office II 
controller card, Turbo Basic, games, ‘utilities, 


Whether you's re buying, selling, _ 
swapping or just making friends, 


oe the Reader Ads page is a busy 


tapes. £150. Tel Derick: 01246 202059. 


. Atari 520STFM, not boxed, leads, ioystion mouse, . 
some software £65. Phone Dave: 01305 771569. 


- ‘Calamus 1.09n, £45. Imagecopy. 4 £18. 


Imagecopy 3.5, £12. Tel Lloyd: 01203 610951. 


Elvi vira 2, £12. Terminator 2, §7. Lotus II | and lll, £7 2 
each. Leander, £8. Secret of Monkey Island, £8. All : 


incl P&P. Bargains. Tel Lloyd: 01203 610951. 


2Mb STE plus loads of extras, £150. 127Mb Minis - 
hard drive, £150. Mono. monitor, £55. Canon BJ10. : 
EX with ASF, £100. Tel Drew: 01249 650816 (eves) 


Atari Falcon030, AMb, 65Mb hard drive, SM124 

monitor, ATFX D2D hard disk recording software 
with dongle, 160 disks, computer desk, boxed 

manuals, cables, £520 ono. Tel: 01709 896160. 


Only Italy. Atari ST games and PD programs. 
Write to: Cristian Rinaldi, S Michel e No 46, 
50018 scandicci (F1), Italy. | 


Software with manuals. Write tO: J Rowland, 3 
17 Briarlyn Avenue, Birchencliffe, pee eld, 
W Yorks HD3 3NN. : aa | 


Atari 520STFM, complete with mouse and sioytek 
some games. Excellent condition, £80 ono, | 


alee Asa 0191 5681068. 


Hand scanner for the Atari ST, A00dpi, ec 
£80. Write to: C Shearer, 19 Brown a By Tadale, 


7 West Lothian, Scotland EH48- 3BL. 


Two printers, both excellent eorditen: Hewlett! 
Packard and OKI Microli ine, dot matrix, black and 
white, £100 each or £150 for both ono. : 


Tel Craig: 01203 371661. 


Colour monitor, medium res, £50 plus postage. 
Viewtech medium res ee eae monitor £25. 


— Tel: 01235 831391. 

| Original boxed games plete lean : 

_ Microprose Grand Prix, Micropose Golf, Flames 
of Freedom and many more. All under £5. 


Tel: 01/753 65064 (after 6pm). 


- Falcon 4Mb, 240Mb hard drive, tower case, 
 32MHz, software, £550. Tel Barrie: ) 
01595 693367 (after 7pm). 


Atari Falcon 16Mb Ram, 350Mb hard drive, maths. a 
_ co-processor, £700 ono. Expose video digitizer 


--SSccao poe 


ST FORMAT READER AD ORDER FORM 


Name: Seperate be neice Cee OG 
(alg (5 a.com Mees Uden em pee en SN al le 


Petit itiaminrmbta tee R RRB RE RP R REP HPP RPE RR RRR ER Eee RRR ehh 


PRRR PRE RE RR ER RRR ERP ERR rE REP ER a ae reeR EE Re Pee R ae aeehoeaa 


Telephone (inc mew area code): .................. 
Write your ad, as you wish it to appear, including contact details, in 
block capitals in the space below (max 30 words). Print clearly. Cut out the 
coupon or use a photocopy and send It to: ST FORMAT Reader Ads, Future 
Publishing, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW. 


PERE RB RRR PER ERP RRR RRR Ree eee Bee eee Ree eee eee area eee es 
Petree eee rere hae ere eae ee eee eee eee eee eee ae 
BERR BRR HR RBRP HBR REP RR eee eee eee ee ee eR Pe eee ee eee eee eae eee eee 
BERBERS RPP PRP eee eee eee eee eee eae eee eae eee eee eae eee eee eee ee 


Please tick: Sales fl Wanted [_] Swap |] Messages z User chis El 
Terms: ST FORMAT Reader Ads are accepted on the following conditions: 
1) No trade or commercial ads 2) The accuracy, position and timing of the ads cannes be 
_ guaranteed. 3) Anyone found using the ST FORMAT Reader Ad service to sell pirated 
software will be reported to the appropriate authorities. 4) We cannot accept ads by 
e-mail or fax. 5) We will only print your ad if you sign below. 


| agree to abide by the conditions stated above. 
RASTF83 


ee ee ee ee ee et ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee . 


REESE ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee 


PREP RE REP REPRE RPPR ERR eee eee eee eae eee eee oleae eae eth 


PREP RPE REPRE RE EMER RRP eee 


EREERP TE RP PRP Ree ee ee ere errr arte Peta PPP ea 


BRE RB RPE RBe RRR Peete eee eRe ee ee eee ee eee ee) 2 


SHRP RE PRE RRB RRBRERERETRE RBS OR EFReeP eee eee eee eee eee ee 


SPER ERP RRSP PRR RRR ee eee eee eee eee eee ee eae eee ee 


ST FORMAT magazines issues 2 through to 60 


including Cover Disks. Packed with useful 
___ information, reviews and free software, £60. Also 
__ lots of Atari hardware. Tel: Mark 01778 393680. 


Breakthru 2 Ml DI and sample sequencer. Brand new 


and unregistered, plus Breakthru 1.2 and manual 


~ worth £130. Accept £60. Tel Lee: 01462 436446. 


7 - Atari 520STEM, 1Mb upgrade, joystick, loads of = 
software and cover disk incl full STOS and 1st Word 


Plus packages, PD disks and games. Immaculate © 


ae condition, £200 ono. Tel Craig: 01203 371661. 


For sale C Lab Notator Alpha Tl MIDI software 

_ program, complete boxed with manual and dongle. 
_ Sought after Atari music package, mint condition. 

Bargain at £100. Tel. 01949 831206. 


Various games all boxed incl Lombard RAC Rally, 


Spitfire 40, Falcon F16, Strike Force Harrier, plus 
more, £5 each. Tel: 01524 422362 (eves). 


~ Atari 1040STE Family Curriculum pack, boxed. 


20+ original games, 70 cover disks plus some 
mags, joystick and mouse, £200. Tel: 01906 - 


883400 (after 6pm). 


~ Atari mags: ST User 101 issues, ST hier 66 | 
‘issues, ST FORMAT 82 i issues, Sy World 81 iSSUeS, 
Stampede 1 issue, ST Review 3 issues, Cover 
| Disks available. Offers invited. Tel: 01246 851395. 


& bit: ‘Analog A5 i issues, User 45 issues, Page 6 
55 issues, many books, lots of original software. 
— Sbit: 800. computer, 81 drive, XL computer, 1050 
— drive, recorder. Offers Invited. Tel: 01246 851395. 


Atari SIE computer, 1Mb memory, Epson FX80 
printer, games, ST FORMAT magazines with cover 
discs, mouse and all leads. Very good condition, 
£120 Tel: Q1254 696274. ; 


Atari computer 800 48k RAM with tape ane. 
games on cassette and cartridge. Books and Atari 


__user mags, £40 ono. Tel: 01254 696274. 


a Atari Falcon AMb, hard drive, Multi- TOS, £550, 

_ BlowUp screen expander, £50. Multi isync switch, 

£25. SCSI cable, £25. Atari STE1040, £125. 
“Tel: 01234 348272 (Bedford). 


1040STE 4Mb, 304Mb hard drive, Phillips colour 

monitor, Joystick, mouse, over 300 disks, games 

hardware, Calamus, Pagestorm etc, 20 ST FORMAT 
_ mags, disks, £550 ono. Tel: 01702 302315. 


Delite Paint mantel for Atari STE. Tel Roy 
Q1S35 665299. | 


Straight FAX or similar fax software for use with 
_ floppy disk setup. Tel: 01846 665846. | 


Atari STE disk drive wanted, workit ing. Will pay £20. 
Tel [ Daniel: 01473 832516. a 


| Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing for the Atari 
computers. Tel: (01494 461729, ask for Peter. 


Front er Eli te 2 for the oT Tel Tom: 0131 6682302. 


, ‘ST game Railroad Tycoon. Must have all manuals, 
original working disks, boxed. Reasonable price 
paid. Tel: 01222 861435 (after 4.30pm). 


Atari STFM manual, Cubase manual. Also does 

anybody possibly have a Spare Replay 8 cartridge 

only? Write to: Glenn Shepherd, 3 Westcroft Road, 
| Burnage, Manchester M19 ISU. al 


: marketplace packed with bargains. 


Lo £180. ‘Apex Media £50. Xenomort 2, Chronos 3D” 
and Cybersculpt, £120. Tel: 01634 817363. | 


: 1040STE, Star LC- 100 colour printer, greyscale i 
| ‘monitor, games and last 50+ issues of ST FORMAT, 
: £300 0) ono. Tel: 01580 893244 (after 6pm). 


Atari 520STE, iMb with manuals, approx £500 
Z worth of games and software incl WP, DTP and art, 
mouse, Microprose Golf, Grand Prix and many | 
more, £160 ono. Tel: 01453 887093 (after opm). 


_ Atari STE, £100. Mono moni itor, £50. Second drive 
and Blitz Turbo, £45. Hand scanner, £50. 100 
disks, some with software, £25. Alternatively, £225 
the lot. Tel: Mark 01778 393680. 


Teletext. adaptor for use with STE. 


Tel Mike: 01273 276884. 


High res monitor for Atari computer. Any condition 


or model considered. Tel: 01884 257487. | 
| Atari games, must be boxed with instructions. Send 


list of software with prices to: M Runree, 16 The 


| Poplars, Durham St, Holderness Rd, Hull HU8 SRY. 


Wanted: superbase Pro with manuais, Reflex 
_ Graphics Card for STE. Falcon with TOS : 4. 
Tel Chris: 01752 569129. : 


KRoget required. Tel lan Gray: 01787 248220. 


Cash waiting. 

Epic! Tel: 01768 483665. ) a 
Solution to Activision’s Hacker, plus all known — 
cheats for Starglider il. Write to: Steve Hislop, 
HMYB, BFPO 239. 

Their Finest Hour, Bloodwych, Blood Money, Nitro 


and Leaderboard. Willing to pay fair price. Write to: 
Daniel Penfold, 4 Finsbury Place, Halstead, Essex 


C09 2AX or tel: 01787 478022 (after 7:30). 


A copy of NVD13 or SpeedoGDOS 3 or above at 


_ cheap price. Tel Umang: 0181 6919005. 
External DS/DD disk drive with own power 


supply and leads. Also Calamus 1.09, Hyperdraw, 
_ ST FORMAT 1-51 with disks. Tel: 01302 819788. 


e ‘IDI ST software desperately needed plus disk 
swaps wanted. Write to: Matt Williams, Flat 3, 
129 Fore Street, Exeter, Devon EX4 3JQ. 


~ Historical wargames/strategy such as UMS | and 
_ data disk, Rorkes Drift, also F19, Knights of The 


sky, Sabre Team and Air Traffic Controller Be 


Jel 01582 482152. 
~ Manual for Deluxe Paint ST Willing to pay. 


Tel Mick: 01234 357976. 


ee Urgent! Has anyone got a mona for STOS 2. 5? ee 
if so please tel: 01705 492087. ee 


Red Storm Rising and Campaign. 
Tel Chris: 0181 6989138. 


Atari 16-bit PC Portfolio parallel printer/disc drive. - - 


Tel Stephen: 0151 4804115. 


Emagic Notator SL including Creator and books and 


Pro 24 Ill, other music program, swap for Cubase 3 


or 2 with cart for Atari. Tel: 01902 865901. 


Will swap games. Have plenty of good ones and 
some classics. Tel Oliver Wild: 01262 468340. 


Anyone willing to swap their Civilisation for a brand 


new Elite 2: Frontier? Tel Jase: 0121 5535572. 


Swap Jaguar 1 C/P including Doom, Cybermorph, 
Chequered Flag, Dino Dudes, Tempest 2000, 
Sensible Soccer for STE 1Mb or other 
hardware/software. Tel Martin: 01493. 667141. 


Swap Protext 4.3, E2 Text ProVector (NVDI) 
Timeworks 2.01, guide to Timeworks Publisher, — 
Viewtech 12-inch monitor (STFM), games boxed for 
ST hardware/software. Tel Martin: 01493 667141. 


Around 100 boxed original Atari ST Commodore 64 
and Spectrum games for sale or swap. 1-10. 


Tel: 0181 6760500, leave a message for Dave. 


Kelstar | is a new diskzine with a new fovea For a | 
free copy, send blank disk and SAE to: Bob Kell, 


22 March Crescent, Cellardyke, Fife, KY1O 3AE. 


a 


- Starting up a new hor of club i in Yorkshire/ 


Humberside area. Will cater for everyone. Write to: 
Oliver Wild, Southview, Mill Lane, 1 Sips, Driffield, 


ee E Yorks Y025 8SP. 


y.c28 od 


fan eS a — 


en — 


16/32 Systems = 01634 710788 
Academic Software @ 01296 82524 
Acclaim = 01703 860722 

Accolade = 0181 977 0880 

Advanced Graphics @ 01942 488174 
Alternative Software = 01977 797777 
Analogic Computers = 0181 546 9575 
Audiogenic Software = O181 424 2244 
Care Electronics # 01923 894064 
Centresoft = 0121 625 3399 

CGS ComputerBild = 0181 679 7307 
Cheetah = 0161 707 /080 — 
Codemasters @ 01926 814132 

Coktel Vision # 00 331 46 30 99 57 
Core Design # 01332 297797 

Creative Sounds = 0117 9244395 
Digita = 01395 270273 

Digital Awareness @ 0181 598 8984 
Digital Integration 01276 684959 
Dolphin Software # 01603 617602 
Domark @ 0181 780 2222 

Douglas Communications # 0161 456 9587 
Electric Distribution/GST # 01753 549442 
EMagic # 01462 480000 


Empire @ 01268 541212 

Europress Software = 01625 859 333 
Everglade = 01463 240168 

Evesham Micros = 01386 765500 
ExNet Systems # 0181 244 0077 

Fast Atari Repairs @ O1/71 252 3553 
FaST Club # 0115 945 5250 

First Computer Centre = O113 231 9444 
Fujitsu # 0181 573 4444 

Gadgets by Small s 00 1 303 791 6098 
Gasteiner 0181 345 6000 

Golden Image UK Ltd # 0181 900 9291 
Goodman International # 01782 335650 
Gremlin Graphics # 0114 2/5 3423 
Harman Audio = 0181 20/7 5050 
Hewlett Packard = 01344 369369 
HiSoft/AVR = 01525 718181 

ICD Inc 00 1 815 968 2228 

ImageArt = 0181 767 4761 

Impact Software = 01280 850450 
Impressions # O1/1 351 2133 
Infogrames = O171 /388199 

JCA Europe = 01734 452416 

JTS Atari 01753 533344 


Kixx XL/US Gold # 0121 625 3311] 

Korg @ 0181 427 5377 

Kosmos Software # 01525 873942 
Krisalis # 01709 372290 

Kuma @ 01734 844335 

Ladbroke Computing Int'l # 01772 203166 
Lexicor Software (USA) = 00 508 792 6618 
Lexicor Software (Europe) # 00 43 1 36 75 92 
Llamasoft # 01734 814478 

Loriciel 00 331 46 88 28 38 

Marpet Developments = 01423 712600 
Meedmore ® 0151 521 2202 

Michtron # 00 1 313 334 5700 

Microdea!l # 01525 713671 

MicroProse = 01454 329510 

Millennium @ 01223 844894 

Mindscape = 01444 246333 

Mirage = 01260 299909 

Ocean/Hit Squad = 0161 832 6633 
Panasonic # 01344 853195 

Power Computing = 01234 273000 

Pro Music @ 01284 765765 

Psygnosis # 0151 7095755 

Q Logic = 01382 25311 


OT Tek UK & 01382 : 200808 


RC Simulations = 0117 955 0900 
Renegade a 0171 481 9214 

Roland # 01252 816181 

Rombo = 01506 414631 

Rubysoft = 0171 381 8998 

Silica Systems @ 0181 309 1111 
Siren Software # 0161 724 7572 
software Technology = 0161 236 2515 
sound Technology = 01462 480000 
Special Reserve = 01279 600204 
Siar Micronics # 01494 471111 
system Solutions # 01753 832212 
Thalion # 0121 442 2050 

The Third Dimension = 01484 460888 
The Upgrade Shop = 01625 503448 
Titan Designs # 0121 693 6669 
Titus Software = 0171 700 2119 
Top Byte = 01622 763056 

UBI Soft # 0181 941 4004 

Village Software # 01275 843241 
Virgin @ 0181 960 2255 

WeServe = 01705 647000 

zzsoft @ 01254 386192 


All Future Publishing magazines, including 
ST FORMAT, are on the Internet. Point your 
Web browser software at: 

http: //www.futurenet.co.uk/ 


ST FORMAT: stf@futurenet.co.uk 

Nick Peers: npeers@futurenet.co.uk 
Peter Crush: 
petercrush@cix.compulink.co.uk 
rrank Chariton: del8@dial.pipex.com 
Andy Curtis: andy@adlib.co.uk 

Nac Marsden: 
mac.marsden@dial.pipex.com 


Calamus User Group: 
caluser@cix.compulink.co.uk 

CGS ComputerBiid: 
100042.2312@compuserve.com 

Compo Software: 
compo@cix.compulink.co.uk 

Demon internet: internet@demon.net 
First Computer Centre: sales@demon.co.uk 
Gribnif Software: gribnif@genie.geis.com 
HiSoft: sales@hisoft.co.uk 

iCD: icdinc@genie.geis.com or 
icdinc@delphi.com 


Lexicor Software Corporation: 
services@lexicor.com 
support@lexicor.com 

info@lexicor.com 
graphics@lexicor.com 

NViark S Smith: dlims@nessie.mcc.ac.uk 
Oregon Research: 

rres@teleport.com 

Sam Trameil, Atari: 
75300.3443@compuserve.com 


Atari ftp sites: 
atari.archive.umich.edu/atari/ 
ftp.demon.co.uk/atari 
micros.hensa.ac.uk/micros /atari/ 
src.doc.ic.ac.uk/packages/atari/umich/ 


Atart ST Usenet newsgroups: 
comp.sys.atari.advocacy 
comp.sys.atari.announce 
comp.sys.atari.st 
comp.sys.atari.st.tech 
demon.ip.support. atari 


Niark Smith's Atari Web Page: 


http: //www.mcc.ac.uk/-dims/atari.html 


ADELAIDE ATARI COMPUTER CLUB, PO Box 333, 
Kent Town, 5071, South Australia 

ATARI USER GROUP OF IRELAND, 3 St Kevin's Park, 
Kilmacud, Co Dublin 

ATARI USER GROUP (SCOTLAND), 9/3 North 
Hillhousefield, Edinburgh, EH6 4HU 

ATARI-YAMAHA USER, 49 Summerfield Road, 
Wythenshaw, Manchester M22 1AE 

BLOXWICH COMPUTER CLUB, 29 Station St, 
Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 2PD 

BOURNEMOUTH and POOLE USER GROUP. 110 Bridle 
Way, Canford Bottom, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 2UX 
BRENTWOOD USER GROUP, Grindelwald, Crow Green 


Lane, Pilgrim's Hatch, Brentwood CM15 9RH 


BRISTOL ST USERS CLUB, 4 Barbour Gardens, 
Hartclitfe, Bristol BS13 OPN 

CALAMUS USER GROUP, PO Box 148, Deal, 

Kent, CT14 7ON 

CENTRAL SCOTLAND USER GROUP, 22 Sandyhill 
Ave, Shotts, Lanarkshire ML7 5EG 

CHESHUNT COMPUTER CLUB, 196 Coates May, 
Garston, Watford, Herts WD2 6AE 

COLCHESTER ATARI USER GROUP, 61 Rayner Rd, 
Colchester, Essex CO2 9AE | 
FALCON FACT FILE (FFF), 11 Pound Meadow, 
Whitchurch, Hampshire, G28 7LG 

FALCON OWNERS GROUP (FOG), 10 Oak Drive, 
Portishead, Avon BS20 80S 

ICTAR] PROGRAMMERS USER GROUP, 63 Woolsbridge 
Road, Ashley Heath, Ringwood, Hants BH24 2LX 


4UNTI INGDONSHIRE ¢ COMPUTER CLUB, 7 1 St Martin's 
Rd, Catteris, Cambs PE16 6JB 

MAIDSTONE COMPUTER CLUB, 4 Brookmead Rd, 
Clittewoods, Kent ME3 8HP 

MANCHESTER ST GROUP, 59 Renton Rd, 


Wythenshawe, Manchester M22 9TQ 


MIDLAND AMATEUR RADIO ST GROUP, 12 Ainsdale 
Gdns, Erdington, Birmingham, B24 OEP 

NORWICH USER GROUP, 45 Coleburn Rd, Lakenham, 
Norwich NR1 2NZ 

PARATARI ST/TT/FALCON USERS GROUP, 

16, 2° |zqda, 47004, Valladolid, Spain _ 

THE PANTHER OWNERS’ GROUP, 56 Whitley Cres, 
Wigan WN1 2PP 

SEAFORD AND DISTRICT COMPUTER CLUB, 

23 Kedale Rd, Seaford, Sussex BN25 2BX 

SOUTH WALES USER GROUP, Brian Coplin, 

20 Bryn-y-more Cres, Uplands, Swansea SAl 40H 
(e-mail: ramps@sunacm.swan.ac.uk) 

SWINDON ATARI USER GROUP. 46 Eastcott Rd, 


Swindon, Wilts SNI 3LR 


TARILAND CLUB INC, PO Box 332, Kumeu 1250, 
Auckland, New Zealand 

UDDINGTON ATARI/AMIGA USERS, 28 Croft Wynd, 
Uddingston, Glasgow G71 8BJ 

WIGAN COMPUTER CLUB, 1 Lidgate Close, Wigan, 
Lancs, WN3 6HA 

WEST OF SCOTLAND ATARI USER GROUP, 
Roisbheinn, Overton Cres, Johnstone, Renfrewshire. 
PAS 8JB (e-mail: agoold@cix.compulink.co.uk). 


16/32 Systems, 173 High Street, Strood, Kent 
ME2 4TW @ 01634 710788 

A-ONLINE MULTIMEDIA, 1229 East Mohawk 
Avenue, Tampa, FL 33604, USA 

@ 00 1 813 238 5223 (BBS 238 4411) 
ASCIILUM PDL, 34 Earlswood Gardens, Clayhall, 
llford, Essex EG ODF = 0181 550 5572 

ATARI USER GROUP (SCOTLAND), 50 Jones 
Green, Knightsbridge West, Livingstone, 

EH54 80B @ 01506 32521 


DUBBLE DEE ATARI PDL, PO Box 226, 
smithtield, South Australia, Australia, 5114 
FALCON OWNERS GROUP, 10 Oak Dr, 
Portishead, Bristol, Avon BS20 8QS 

@ 01275 843241 


FAST CLUB, 2 Broadway, Nottingham NG11 


IPS @ Q115 945 5250 


FERDY BLASET, Halleyweg 114, 3318 CP 


Dordrecht, Netherlands # 00 3178 172 879 
FLOPPYSHOP, PO Box 273, Aberdeen 


Italy 00 39 30 2090563/300762 

LAPD, PO Box 2, Heanor, Derbyshire DE75 7YP 
a 01773 761944 

LOCUTUS PDL, 49 Summerfield Road, 
Woodhouse Park, Wythenshawe M22 1AE 

= 0161 498 0716 

MAGNETIC FIELDS, PO Box 118, Preston, 
Lancs PR2 2AW = 01772 881190 

MERLIN PD, PO Box 77, Stroud, Gloucester, 
GL6 9YD =e 01452 770133 


CHAOS PD = 01296 89059 

CALEDONIA PDL, 250 Oldtown Road, Hilton, 
Inverness IV2 4PT = 01463 225736 

CLIPART LIBRARY, 62 Colwyn Ave, Winch Wen, 
Swansea SAl 7EJ = 01792 799762 
COMPUTER DUNGEON, 1440 Spencer Avenue, 
Berkley, Illinois 60163, USA 


Trading Standares aia 
Some Street 
Any town 


ABS 8SJ = 01224 312756 

GOODMAN PDL, 16 Conrad Close, Meir 

Hay Estate, Longton, Stoke on Trent, Staffs 

ST3 1SW @ 01782 335650 

HIGHLANDER PDL, 11 Castle View Est, 
Derrington, nr Stafford ST18 ONF = 01782 48735 
IM SYSTEMS, Via Zamboni 41, 25126 Brescia, 


MICROGEAR SOFTWARE, 23 The Sycamores, 
Horbury, Wakefield WF4 5QG 

= 01924 277600 | 

MIKE PD, 3 Holsworthy Way, Chessington, 
surrey KT9 2QP = 0181 3911992 

MUSIC DOMAIN, Beaufort, Glencople, Dumfries, 
DC1 4RD & 01387 770429 


| BUYING BY MAIL ORDER» 


) The number of bargains available through 
B mail order has never been Lear _ = 


: — "follow our cues 


: 5. lf youre not payi ng by credit card, pay hy cheque. Never send cash, and 
_avoid postal orders. — 

6 Always keep a record of your order, and make sure you keep it 

_ eee safe. it ye re poe 8 credit card ae : note of the ti fine eof 


PAJ SOFTWARE, PAJ cee oa Ave, 
Cheadle Hulme, Stockport SK8 7DB - 
PROPHECY PUBLIC DOMAIN, 10 Beechwood, 
Church Hill, Caterham, Surrey, CR3 6SB 
RIVERDENE PDL, 30a School Road, Tilehurst, 
Reading, Berkshire RG31 5AN 

a 01734 452416 

SDPD, Stephen Day, 59 Hillbourne Rd, 

Wyke Regis, Weymouth, Dorset DT6 5HF 

@ 01305 789504 

STAMPC PDL, 1 Keats Close, Popley, 
Basingstoke, RG24 9BS = 01256 814549, 
STELLAR PD, Newholme, Aston Road, Chipping 
Campden, Gloucestershire, GL55 6HR 

= 01386 840737 

TUMBLEVANE PDL, 6 West Road, Emsworth, 
Hampshire, PO10 7JT = 01243 370600 


BUYER BEWARE 
4 i} r “th | ' : Eq q 
‘se LISD Br BA 7 oe & 


Inclusion in this list does not mean 
that ST FORMAT endorses or 
recommends libraries, user groups 


- or companies in any way. 


lf you run a PD library, or a user 
group/club, and you'd like it to be 
included in the list, please send your 
details for inclusion (and your latest 
catalogue if it’s a PD library) to: 

The Directory, ST FORMAT, Future 


| Publishing; 30 Monmouth Street, 


Bath, Avon, BAl 2BW. 
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Crashing spaceships was 
Herbert's speciality. This 
particular smash-up was 
his fifth in as many days. 
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See 


problem with snares 
is that you get the 
meat, but not the fur. 


LS Seer 


Pater eit 
om 


Beryl er 


No one had the heart to tell Graham that he was holding 
the map upside down. They never saw him again... 


SS og =F, aR Tot 


BRANCH + WIRE = 
SNARE but save one 
ad your fill of fish? If wire for later. 

you don’t know what Go south. Don’t eat the red 


I’m talking about, you 
obviously haven't read last 
month’s issue, complete with 
part two of our Robinson's 
Requiem solution. The follow- 
ing advice won’t make much 
sense to you, then... 

Go back to the main clear- 
ing where you killed Pavlov 
95. In the centre of the map is a 
small enciosed area where 
hopping deer-like creatures 
live. Lay some snares in the 
area and leave them. The only 


& 


fruit, because it’s very poiso- 
nous. Head up a slope to the 
east to a plateau, where you'll 
find an apple tree. Take some 
apples for food. Now head up 
a slope to the west and follow 
it round to the east. You'll be 
fired at by three centaurs (half- 
man, half-horse things). Stab 
them and retrieve an arrow 
from each one — you don’t 
need the bows. 

Head northeast across a 
bridge and get ready to do bat- 
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When it’s dead, cross to the 
northeastern passage. Follow it 
into another cave where 
Diogenes 48 is waiting with a 
knife. Kill him and take a 
computer, a razor and a video 
game (it doesn’t serve any pur- 
pose in the game, so dispose of 
it). The razor can be used for 
shaving your character’s face 
(not strictly necessary, but 
definitely hygienic). Return to 
the previous cavern and take 
the northern passage to reach 
the exit to the canyon. 

If you enter the canyon in 
daylight you should remove 
your clothes and put on the 
leaf hat, because it is very hot 
and sunny here. To the west 
there are four bison. Shoot the 
first two from 
a distance with]} . _ 
the laser. Be — 
careful here, 
because if they 
charge at you 
they can deat- 
en you, break 
your limbs, or 
kall you. 

Continue 
west and look 
for a passage 
to the north. 


tle with more centaurs armed 
with hatchets. Take a hatchet 
as soon as possible, because 
they’re excellent weapons. The 
head centaur has a computer — 
take it and return to the jungle 
via the cave. 

Return to the crash site. In 
the far north there is a slope to 
climb. At the top, go south, 
then head east across the 
bridge. To the south there is a 
majurina plant. Take some 
leaves because they’re useful if 
you re under stress or in pain 
(sewing up wounds without 
anesthetic is possible). 
However eating too many at 
once will kill you. To the north 
there is a patrolling tiger. Shoot 
it with the bow and arrows or 
with the laser and take its fur. 
Go further north to find a cave 
entrance and enter it with all 
your furs on, because it’s -20°C 
in there (Sounds bracing — Nick). 

Follow the passage to a 
large cavern. A pterodactyl 
will attack — the same rules 
apply as with the eagle (see 
last month’s installment). 
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The bleak 
landscape stretched 
away into infinity. 
Too late Frank 
realised he'd 
stepped into a 
cliched novel. 


Nice intro screen, but don't feel safe or 
secure because of it. 


and continue north to find 


Nietzsche 26. Next to him are 
three pumpkins which provide 


a great deal of water when 
eaten, but weigh 5kg each. 


Listen to what he says, then 
head east before starting up the 


slope which runs west. 


Continue over the bridge 
and into a village. The locals 
won't like you, by the way — 
they zigzag towards you, then 
stab with their spears. Kill 
them with the hatchet and take 
some spears if you wish 
(theyre good, but heavy, and 
must be retrieved after each 
throw). There are cacti which 
provide moist food, a field of 
potatoes to the north and a lake 
stutfed full of fish. To the west 
there is a 3-litre gourd hanging 
from a hut. Take it and fill it 
with water from the lake. 

So here you are again, sur- 
viving on fish and water until 
the next installment. 


Mankind has a common ground - there is a place that exists in the tailight 
lof conciousness and sleep. A place with no name, for it has many in the — : 
languages we speak, One thing, though, is’ ‘common to all fan = it is the place = 


of the power of good, 


This power has grown to such an extent that it has becoAr the attention of 
upon the land in dark clouds of evil - 
souls, There is only one way to defeat fhe power - the esper: Ultima, ~~ 
It is your task to find Ultina and bring it ‘nto. EOntaet With the evil’ 


the powers of darkness, who're descendize 


spirits; 


As your astrally speeding conciousness swoops down over the landscape, you 
jsee four towers at the northeast, southeast, southwest and northwest corners 
jof the realm, It ts your task to collect the magical esper at ‘the: top o each” 


Htower, 


The we 


The Hairy’s 
adventure game 
promises to be the 
first of quite a few 
off-beat romps. 
You might want to 
avoid him after 
this. We do. 


Oniy Ultima is needed to defeat the: cui. but the “Gthers: will give your : 


astral ‘conciousness important powers it lacks, Use Pisci for the powers of the 


Tish, Arachni for those ot 2 
Ribbit. | 


a spider, and Anphi- for. ‘those of a Eu 


You! re looking dean: into a ravine to the epth: “You Can follow its ode 
fron. the northwest to the peu ieasts or. Byptore the forest AO the: east: 


EXAMINE RAVINEN 


the Cover Disk. 


Although a copy of the source 


was included, many non- 


programmers have written in 


for help. The following 
solution is so simple, we’re 


even going to show you what 
to type (Very generous — Nick). 
These commands are in long 
strings that can be entered on 
one line, hitting return once to 


carry them all out. 
This solution takes the 
shortest route through the 


game, missing out a lot of loca- 


tions and objects. You start 
your quest standing at the 
edge of the ravine. The first 


thing you'll need is the esper 


Amphi, in the north-west 
tower, so type: 
enwnwnon 

take amphi 


While you're in the neigh- 


bourhood, there are a few 


other things you'll need, the 
first being the ore to the east of 
the tower that you can now get 


to using Amphi: 
ssennee 
take ore 

You'll also require the 


wo months ago, we ran 
an adventure game on 


matches hidden in the cave: 
wswsen 
take matches 

Next, you need to make 
your way to the southeast 
corner of the map to get the 
next esper, Pisci, stopping off 
briefly to get the dynamite 
from the shed: 
swsesessenen 
take dynamite 
ssweese 
take pisci 

Once you have Pisci, you 
can jump off the nearby ledge 
and swim along the river to 
the southwest island to claim 
the third esper: 
nw nseswwwwnw nw nw 
SSS 
take arachni 

You'll need a torch, so 
head east to Rache and give 
her your matches: 
ee 
give matches to rache 

And now you can escape 
the river, using the spring in 
the riverside cave: 
nw wnnsesesen 
use spring 

However, you'll need to 
jump straight back into the 
river, this time climbing into 


GAMESBUSTERS H ELP! 


VICTORIA CROSS 


It's nice to see grown kings cry. The scene is set in Gobliins 2. 


Occasionally, one individual 
stands out from the rest of the 
human race for their honour, 


bravery and altruism. If someone 
sends me a blow torch, Ill carve a 
chunk off the ST FORMAT cannon 


| for Ted Appleby, who selflessly 


came to the aid of the floundering 


players in issue 81. 

David Thatcher was sitting 
alone in a fox-hole in Goblins 2, 
when Ted strode across the 
battlefield, saying, “To get the 


metal for the blacksmith to forge, 


send Winkle to the guard’s room 
to collect a sword then give it to 
the biacksmith.” As the bullets 
bounced off Ted, the writer 


dropped the scenario in favour of 


straight prose. 
David also wanted to know 
how to get the king’s crown 
in Cadaver. First, go to the 
king’s armoury and take the 
shield (with the king’s 
device), the breastplate 
(Wulf 3), the helm (with the 


the cave near the point where 
you jumped in: 
wseeensen 

You should now be stand- 
ing in an underground tunnel 
complex, at the end of which is 
the esper Ultima: 
nnnwwnene 
take ultima 

There’s an easy way back 
out of the tunnels. You’d prob- 
ably find it by accident any- 
way, if you wandered around 
enough: 
wWssw sess 

Once again, you'll need to 
use the 
spring to get 
back into the 
forest, before 
heading over 


90 east 


doesn’ t; 


examine cliff 


to the bridge have a Heenan, = 
where examine path 
Colon’s wait- _Dkay,, 50 qT lied. 
ing for you: ae 


Se SW WW Ww 
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circle of gold) and the well- 
wrought sword. Go south, west 
and south to the treasury. Open 
the chest, take the coin and the 
meat, then go north to the ante- 
room. Push the button and you'll 
be transported to the inner 
treasury. Take the crown, charm 
and coins before puiling the 
lever to return to the ante-room. 
Now go east, east, north, east, 
east and south to the chapel. 
Finally, J Pollard wanted to 
know how to get the hammer in 
the dragon’s lair in Shadowgate. 
Take the shield with you. When 
you get inside, don’t take 
everything because the shield 
soon becomes too hot to hold. 
Well done, Ted - we'll send 
you £25 for your generosity. 


Nn 


use spring 
wnwne 

You didn’t work out what 
it was he wanted? Okay, so it 
wasn't much of a clue: 
give ore to colon 

Which means all you have 
to do now is dispose of the 
shack, and use the catapult: 
enwn 
use dynamite 
use catapult 

And you've just finished 
The Espers. The next one won't 
be quite so simple... stf 


If forest nathe cul talk, this one gould alee sone exclanation of 7 
Surprise as it hit 4 shall cliff iets to the west, It can't, Eau 50 it 


It Jooks almost as surprised as. the sath that hit it thut the cath doesn’ t 


Very droll, Hairy. Very droll. 
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yo 


Hip, groovy, on the telly, in the 
papers and coming to an ST near 


u... it’s the Internet, of course. 


ST FORMAT has staked a claim. 


ou’ve seen the ads 

over the last few 

months, but you’re 

still not sure what 
FutureSlet4 is all about. Allow 
me to explain. FutureNet is 
Future Publishing’s rapidly 
expanding World Wide Web 
site, packed to the hilt with 
features, news, reviews, 
bargains and even software 
for you to download. 

We've recently given you 
all the software you need to 
access the World Wide Web 
(see Cover Disks 78 and 81), 
plus all the information you 
need to navigate the Net (see 
STF 81), so why not start 
your Internet travels with a 
trip to FutureNet? 


FutureNet provides features, 
news, essential contacts and 
links for all of Future’ S nk a 


poate Poguets BY 
Pebie vi los ale 
f € S. all rthe Bile 


magazines, including .net, 
The net Directory and, of 
course, ST FORMAT. 

You can order back issues, 
enter our competitions and 
even take advantage of special 
reader offers, all from the com- 
fort of your ST keyboard. You 
needn’t worry about evil hack- 
ers getting hold of your credit 
card details either, because 
FutureNet’s server utilises 
encryption software to prevent 
Internet fraud. 

Then, having stocked up 
on bargains, you can sit back 
and fill your noodle with the 
day’s Computing News. Or, if 
you prefer, you can check out 
FutureNet’s World News, 
which is also updated daily. 

You can also download ST 
software from our FTP site. 
What more could you want? 
Just point your browser at 
http://www.futurenet.co.uk 
and bookmark the index page 
once you've registered your 
details using CAB 1.0. It really 
couldn’t be easier! 


ST FORMAT FIP SITE 


As well as the software mentioned 
in last month’s Internet feature, 
our FTP site also includes ail the 
PD and shareware programs from 
Cover Disks 71 and 72, plus an 
assortment of useful utilities. 
Programs include Speed of 
Light, Egale 2.7, Disk Opus and 
top demos of SubStation, Alien 


“popular 


Thing and Kev's World. 

To take a gander at the files, 
point your Web browser at ftp:// 
ftp.futurenet.co.uk/incoming/ 
futurenet. If you're using ftp 
software, type in: ftp.futurenet. 
co.uk and go to the directory 
/incoming/futurenet/. Use your 
e-mail address as a password. 
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fi Frank Chariton and the gang 
__crowd into the cyber ward for 
_ insane STs... _and their owners. 
_ Whether you 're troubled by _ 
_ viruses, assembly code, comms or 
| badly-behaved Soe this | is the _ 
_ place for ee 


=e Welcona: to othe: STI FORMAT pone: page, he Web< centr re eofirihe 
2 world’s biggest- selling ST magazine. ‘Our mission is to being ee eee 


It’s all hoe io our bite-sized 
_ features guide — everything from 
_ making music on your STto the __ 
_ hardware and software behind the _ 
oe revolution. 


news and reviews about | every piece of software and hardware — = 
soe for the ST, , STE and Falcon, as s well as OO creative 8 


Okay. 5 SO you know what FutureNet offers seonerally & but 
: what's available for hard-core Atari buffs? 


Discover exactly how to rake. your. 
Stor STE apart - and put itback 
_ together again - with our practical — 
- guide to fitting a composite video 
| _sopoert. Or how about designing your. _ 
: on: 3D ) game? We show yee how. 7 


: Hows you can oe in ich with the - 
team that produces. ST FORMAT. — 
. Whether youwanito pose 
technical queries, suggest | 
____ features or send us compliments, 
you're only a mouse-click away 
forms our aos 


_ We take a closer look at the ee _ @ Bargain: 

| Atari clones, GeSoft's Eagle and 
_ C-Lab’s Falcon Mk2, and ask — 
_ whether they have what it takes t to : 
. ages the 7 and Falcon. | 


Connect to , FutureNet aid arden: a - 
back issue or take advantage of 
our reader offers, all without ever _ 
-____ leaving the comfort of your ST. __ 


yw ;futurenet.< co. ul < to find out ane a 


aural. 


es a. 


He Ip wanted! 


This is an open let- 
ter to any budding 
Atari artist. Last 

2 - December a chap 
sid he would put my coat of 
arms on disk for me, but to 
date I have not heard from 
him, so lam assuming he 
cannot do the job. 

I can provide a full-size 
copy, but I would like the 
image to be shrunk so I can 
put it where I want. I can’t do 
it myself because I’m a lousy 
artist and, because of arthritis, 
I don’t have a steady hand. 
Long live the ST’! 

John A Sitton, Stevenage 


stf: One option is to scan in the 
image you sent us. The CY 


Fancy turning John Sitton’s coat of arms into 
a vector graphic? Send us you details, then. 


and twisted Ask my team.. 


NOONG ROCESS DT EARS 


The camera-shy Nick Peers pulls off the paper 


bag just long enough to 


Services Imagesetting Bureau 

(@ 0115 9605377) is one of three 
bureaux who can do the job (see 
issue 75 for more details), but it’s 
unlikely you'll get the quality 
you're after, especially if you 
want to be able to resize the 
image. A far better option is for 
an artist to produce a vector 
graphic version. If anyone fancies 
the job, contact us at: Feedback, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, 
Future Publishing, Bath BAI 
2BW. We'll pass your details 

on to John. 


Help with STOS 
= —7 lam writing to say 
B 


how much I enjoy 
your magazine 
Let! ST FORMAT. lam 
— nine, but I like program- 
ming and when | am older I 
would like to be a program- 
mer. | have a few questions: 
1 Will there be any more STOS 
tutorials in ST FORMAT? 
2 My dad tried to get me 
Printing Press but the PD 
library said it isn’t available 
any more. Is this true, and if 
not, where can | get it from? 
3 Can you translate a STOS 
game into a game on the 
Amiga version AMOS? 
Matthew Drewery, 
Peterborough 


read your letters. 


STOSSER diskzine is the perfect companion for STOS users. Contact your 


favourite PD library for a copy today. 


PS: If you have a spare copy of 
the STOS manual I would be 
eternally grateful if you could 
send it to me, because I would 
like to learn STOS. 


stf: Thank you very much for 
your kind comments, Matthew. I 
look forward to seeing your name 
in lights in the future! 

As for your queries, 1 we 
aren t planning any more STOS 
tutorials at the moment. If you 
leaf through your dad's back issue 
collection you'll find Tony 
Greenwood's informative STOS 
series in issues 71 and 72, plus 
the many STOS Corner sections 
in ST Answers. Unfortunately 
we don't have any spare copies of 
the STOS Basic manual — if any- 
one can help, let us know. We'll 
pass your details on to Matthew. 

2. Printing Press is available 
from Goodmans PDL (® 01782 
335650), on disk number 
GD1347. 3 You can translate 
STOS code into AMOS code, but 
it is quite a fiddly operation and 
not 100 per cent effective. 


Wurrency crisis 

On Cover Disk 81 
there is a useful 
program launcher 
tO) Called Easy Go 2. 
The documentation says to 
register it in America, and the 
total fee comes to $24.95 
including shipping (about 
£16.66). This is okay until one 
adds the bank charges for a 


dollar order, which double the 
registration cost! 

Is there anywhere in the 
UK where I could register? 
Alternatively, is there a subtle 
way of dodging these over- 
the-top charges? 

R Dewhurst, Bolton 


stf: 1 contacted Anthony Watson 
of Mountain Software and dis- 
cussed your problem. The first 
piece of good news is that Easy 
Go now costs only $10 plus ship- 
ping to register. He'll also accept 
traveller's cheques as long as they 
are in US dollars. These are 
cheaper than a draft or money 
order — ask your local travel 
agent or bank for details. 


hich praise... 
Whenever the 
new issue of ST’ 
FORMAT arrives 
: =~ on my doormat I 
experience a strange feeling: 
excitement at the thought of 
receiving two disks full of the 
latest software, and dread 
when I think this issue might 
well be my last. 

I was a regular buyer of 
Your Sinclair when it was 
around, and cried when I dis- 
covered it was ending. I really 


_ enjoyed it that much. There 


was talk of carrying it on as a 
fanzine — does anyone have 
any information? 

I look at the ST and see 
the same pattern being woven 
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_ » your copy. i ST F ‘FORMAT. 


/ a for you each month. Go on, don’ t miss 5 out, 
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and take it to your newsagents, a they'll Wk i cee eI . opy 
do it now. 


Please reserve/deliver ST FORMAT each month, beginning with the July 
issue, which i is on sale Monday 10 June. 


Name: 


Address: 


Phone number: 


To the newsagent: ST FORMAT is published by 
Future Publishing a 01225 442244 (Circulation) 


RESERVE YOUR 
COPY NOW! 


again. Games not being con- 
verted, companies giving up, 
the buyout of the parent 
company and a reduction in 
the size of the magazine. It 
amazes me though that 
someone like you can have the 
courage to stand up for the SI. 
Well done, ST FORMAT! 

Perhaps the 51’s time has 
come, but then I think to 
myself — what is it that keeps 
the ST alive? ST FORMAT! 
Without you ST owners would 
have nowhere to go and the 
oT would end up like all the 
world’s Spectrums, broken, 
unused, unloved. You can’t let 
that happen. The fact Falcons 
are still being made gives me 
confidence, as do companies 
like Gasteiner and The 
Upgrade Shop. 

I suppose I’m just begging 
you not to close. Well, that’s 
all for now. Keep up the good 
work. We need you. 

John Cheseldine, Leeds 


stf: Sniff. I don’t know what to 
say. Thanks John, we all appreci- 
ate your comments and under- 
standing immensely. Oh, and a 
little secret — we plan to be 
around for quite a while yet! 
Does anyone know of any 
Spectrum fanzines? Let me know 
and I'll pass the details to John. 


Concerned.. 

r lam vwtating this 
v, letter as a con- 

Lt Lf have been told, via 
the neweletier of a PD library, 
that come December 1996 


Future Publishing will cease to 


produce ST FORMAT. 

I hope that this is not true, 
but I would be grateful if you 
could confirm or deny this. If 


cerned subscriber. | 


it is true and the cost of 
continuing to produce 
ST FORMAT as a paper 
magazine 1s too high, you 
might want to turn it into a 
disk-based magazine, some- 
thing Stampede tried a few 
years ago. Or will you go the 
same way as everybody else 
and just abandon the ST? 
And another thing: if 
Atari produced cars and not 
computers, | seem to remem- 
ber reading that it would be 
legally responsible for contin- 
uing to support its product. 
Stephen Fairclough 
Barszczak, Bradford 


stf: Believe nothing unless it 
comes directly from us at 
ST FORMAT. Rumours like this 
have been flying around since the 
turn of the year, but so far none 
have proved correct. Future has a 
long history of remaining com- 
mitted to markets long after other 
publishing houses have pulled out 
and ST FORMAT is proof, tf 
proof is needed, that the company 
is continuing that fine tradition. 
Yes, the magazine has fewer 
pages, but reducing our costs 
ensures it will survive long after 
all its competition has gone. 
There aren't as many products to 
review, but we're still managing 
to cover a wide variety of mat- 
eral each month. If you support 
us, well support you. We can 
promise no more than that. 


| iehath: ond larity. 


Order by telephone uoting your 
credit card number. lf paying by 
cheque please make payable to: . — 

"FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE”. 
In any correspondence please quote 
-a Phone Number, Post Code & ept. 


LOW COST DELIVERY Telephone — Ol 13. 2319444 


02-4 Week Days £3.95 24HR MAIL ORDERSERVICE FAX:0113 231-9191 | 
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i Us SIA HL mee TORO 


Allow 5 working days for ee 
clearance. 


= showroom. Wecan also arrange a faq turnoft from! 21, Follows earn 58, This merges ¥ ba he tu ! f fo 84 
courier pickup at an additional cost Mé2West nina 17, A62to Armle rato Ronis take t He oi or Ab4, 
eee our standard terms & conditions P yey 
_ (copy available upon request). E&OE. 


of £11.00. ® This merges with the A58 (by-passing town centre) which meets Armley gyratory. 
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| Ty Stock Availability 
Monoch rome Monitors 


£169.95 
| £129.95) 


® Up to 115,200bps (v42bis) ® Class | & 2 Fax 
® Silent & Adaptive Answer ® Unique LCD Display 
® V34 Standard ® Flash ROM 

>» NGomm Software 5s > Year Warranty 


£39. 95 


Atari Jaguar Console 
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If you thought V32bis was fast try V34 


| = 
| tition limit tear Class | Fax £ 9] 8 7 9 3 B ABT a 
cams 5 Year Warranty i | ® 
irene SET ameroved however they perform | { Approved 


£135.95 


eonmeellltRe norte cast BAST 2pproved modems. Supra 
_ : year Ienited warranty 
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Peripherals £169.95 


Portable mono pone 30 page ASE built in. mesaiabiianan “aie eeini a pies evlire Colour Ii £314.95 
~OlOUT £735.95 All Citizen printers bane: a 2 year pwaPranty -" iinet ) , patie 
iv = ee £135.99 720 O dpi ppm Black, « 2epm Colour. 


The PRIMA range of Hard Drives use very high 
quality mechanisms, ensuring high speed disk 
access and Transfer Speeds. 
Standard warranty | year. 


ST/FM/E/Falcon 

scsi Hard drives 
£179.99 
£229.99 
£319.99 


Prices exclude SCS] controller 
and connecting cables. 


3 Portable colour printer, 30 page ASF. FAB iit 
£215.95 ‘Shrigatanean: as ABC) to use 24 pin printer. 
£283.95 


Comes as standard with 50 sheet Aue sheet feeder. 7204p, ee SPM Black, | ppm Colour. 
High quality colourifast mono printing 360 dpi. 


hn ee ee 
itiz ya600c £383.95 
| New!!Canon BIC £410.95 
Enhanced éoleur peteieo: virtual 720 dpi. 


pansion penne 


£24.99 
£34.99 
£74.99 
£114.99 


ST/E RAM 
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| f 85.95 720 Opi Colour rUppradeable 


fs 2 2 or Se — oe 


87 £181.95 
720 epi, 2 Spm Black, Colour Upgradeable. 


£461.95 
720x720 di Photo- Peake eety output. 


Y New Micro Dry print technology 
» 600 dpi Colour/!|200 dpi mono 
» Amiga drivers provided 


£194.95 


a, 


Printer Switch Rox 2 way 
: Printer Switch Box 3 way 
| __ Printer Stands (Universal) 

24U Portable £220.95 1.8 Metre printer cable 
osIOUE as portable printer 3 Metre printer cable 

1) £185.95 5 Metre printer cable £8.9! 
Colour upgradeable Se rcieeetes Kit £41.99, 10 Metre printer cable £12.9: 
£330.95 Parallel port extension cable . 
Epson 720 dpi paper per/100 


£436.95 Citizen ABC T-shirt ribbon 
£743.95 | Star LC240C T-shirt ribbon 


_ EES oy ed es 
art /9 pinmono 
| ASF builtin, push tractor optional. LIDRAN 
rL¢c £119.95 in 
10 cps arate 45 cps NLQ, Amiga drivers. 
£“ 24 pin mono 117.95 
a: / 92 eps draft,with ASF built in. 


£105.95 


J 9 pin Colour 


, & i » 24 pin Colour £132.95 H i -Olou 
ASF builtin, A 119 fonts. New colour inkjet from ae 
i- ; » Colour £2729. 95 rir 5. Laser Primi cer 
Cistoi dscns transfer printer, low running af aah 600 pi 
@costs, 3 p/p/m mono, |.4 p/p/m colour. E =i ase€r prin 


Drives/Mice/Trackballs || 
Pow ae £69.99} 


This | meg external drive comes with Virus checker, 


8 
: Probably the 
--* beast investment 
you'll ever make 
| for your ST. 
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6 track, score ° printing 


than a mouse 
than a mouse 
“than a mouse 


wes Hach resolution |4“mono monitor. J 


= | £40 x 400 resolution, Stable image | 
caged sharp see Comes with 


(£99. 


me Bwto-Scan is a 14, 28dp, MPR ie 
omnia: momtor. STE/FM, Falcon, Amiga 
| and PC compatible. 
ideal for both business 
and Barnes use. 


£192.99! 
MPR Il, .28 dot pitch, Non- 
mterlaced monitor, Falcon and 
PC compatible. 


"Al our monitors are UK spec. All 
monitors come complete with 


connecting leads. 


| Spectrum pane for Falcon ? 
| Falcon Digital I/face £279.99 | 


Pro 128 track sequencer 


The First Computer Centre is a fully 
authorised Steinberg reseller, providing 
only full spec. UK Software/Hardware. 
Educational discounts available. 


Consumables 
lai ia 
200/20 £19.99 


£14.49 
£19.49 


£12.49 F 
£19.99 fo 
£8.99 § 
£8.99 f= 


£6.99 


£24.99 | 
£26.99 | 
£7.99 | 


£17.99 


£24.99 f 


PREMIER Ink Refills 


save a fortune in running costs with your ink/bubble & 


jet. Compatible with HP, Canon, Star,Citizen & 
many others. 


2 refills (22ml) £6.99 § 
£19.99 @ 
£27.99 § 
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_RIBBONS 


£379.99) 


1 £679.994 
Di t NA di Mi di/Score rinting V2 
| igit al Audio/Midi PAS 99 


£19.99 


£4.99 | 
£13.99 
£4.99 § 


1 built in Blitz are and boot switch fordriveB,InclPSU §& 


= (original) £49, Ge 


| 1 meg repbxcasient internal iste drive for ST/FM/E, 
| direct replacement, no case modification required. 3 


{| Wizard 560dpi, 


£12.45 


£34.99 | 
£9.99 | 
£21.99 ’) 


Autom atic M puselloyonek switcher 


Real time cial that pugs into the Rete port. 
software for setting  & dat e.2 | arantee 


£6.99 § 
£9.99 f 
£0.99} 
£3.99 5 


x£5.49 


30x “£10.99 
| ee -ityPossoBox  £20.99% 
add £3, 00 a0 delivery’ if purchasing} just one Posso 


| or Banx box. Normal delivery when purchased 


with other product or when buying 2 or more. 


| VID} 'ST(12) 


gest caieeceteee As official dealers for ROMBO, we are 
ae Hea able to offer this excellent pac kage at a 
#23 great price. VIDI ST (12) replaces the 
eae: famous Complete Colour Solution with 
eesesee, a higher specification but a lower price. 


Includes, Business computing % 
module, Junior School, Creative 
Computing, Play & Learn and 
GCSE revision Inodules 


£19.95. 


[0 great games software titles inc. 
Trivial Pursuit, Chess Player 2150, 


"Pipe Mania, Onslaught & many mor 
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Digitiser £89.95 
£25.95 
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£54.95 
£89.95 
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| VIDEO 4 AND GRAPHICS 


£29.95 
ue Paint £12.95 
rue Image £12.95 
aint+Image Bundle £19.95 
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PRODUCTIVITY 
iy £59.9° 
old 3 £89.9! 
atabase) £49.95 
kk £149.95 
£49.9' 


Ee 


£99. 99 


This scanner comes with the latest version software 
allowing you to scan up to 400 DPlin real-time 
greyscale, with autoscan rate detect. The scanned 
image. can then a edited and sg 


y £139. 99 


New version of this famous 400 DPI scanner. 
Includes Touch up, Merge-it and OCR software 
enabling you to alter and manipulate high resolutio: 
images. Needs | Mb of RAM and runsin mono only, 
HD required to use OCR software. 


Speakers/joystick 


i Speakers 8 Watts£26.9% 
FiF l6 Watts £57.95 
stick Joystick £11.95 
itek Megagrip II £12.95 
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BIO 
Exclusive demo of Village Software’s new 
strategy hit. Can you rid the galaxy of 
alien infestation? Bio Hazard 2 runs on 
all Ataris with 1Mb of 


Wed Apr if 


April 16, 1996- 


emory. . 


This is a short demo file, written for the purposes of the word - 
processor feature in ST Format Issue 83.- 


| could maintain this rather serious note for an extensive period, but - 
that would be rather futile. Instead, it's much more fun to write about - 
|; the various members of the ST Format staff.- 
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7 ee ‘NICK IS Obviously, quite mad. Recently he was found in a video store - 
| clutching a copy of The Fast Show tape and murmering "Marvellous, isn’t - | 
_ it? Didn’t she? Wouldn't it?”. 
ee ee | -Frank Chariton (Technical Editor and Bourbon biscuit eater )- 
_ Eeeesceset -Frank is also technicatly insane. He now lives on a small island in the - 


South Seas, where he farms lamas.- 


| The greatest shareware word processor 


ever, Marcel boasts many high-end 
functions found only in expensive 

commercial packages. Includes British 
dictionary for the spelling checker. 
All Ataris (dictionary requires 1Mb). 
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Improve the speed Fix STOS programs | 
a aiicciareate to work properly | 
to a factor of eight | on a variety of © 
with this accelerator machines, including : 
Midlisaceelie\clacee TOS 2.06 systems 
Le = @ and the Falcon. | 
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Selected DEFxxxx Filles will be 


wused for fixings, 
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